








DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS AND VOICING THE DEMANDS OF THE 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 








Vol. XV. 


OCTOBER, 1908. 


No. 10 








LABOR’S POLITICAL DUTY. 


Serious and Enthusiastic Discussion of Labor’s Political Duty of the 
Hour by Men who Ably Represent the Views of the Toilers. 





J. A. Cable. 


Sec.-Treas. Coopers’ International Union. 


The proceedings of the last convention 
of the National Manufacturers’ Association, 
as outlined in American Jndustries, show 
that they cooed and cuckooed amid the 
luxuries of the Waldorf-Astoria over 
the success of their efforts to outlaw the 
labor movement, unmindful, or perhaps 
blissfully ignorant, of the appalling want, 
misery, and deprivation which has been 
wrought in the homes of the working peo- 
ple of America by reason of the recent 
money panic. The fact that thousands of 
honest, willing laborers have for some time 
been idle, through no fault of theirs, and 
that thousands more are and have been 
working only part time, while the cost of 
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living continues to rise, did not deter this 
aggregation of labor haters from jesting 
about the helpless condition of labor and 
gloating over what they believe to be a 
knock-out blow to the labor movement of 
America. 

From the outline of proceedings at hand 
their convention seems to have taken the 
form of a jubilee meeting, where the victors 
met to feast and drink over the suppression 
or annihilation of an enemy. The laboring 
man, too long underpaid, constantly vic- 
timized and starved in the mad rush for 
wealth, with his dependent wife and 
children in want and hunger in some in- 
stances, must be made the subject of jest 
and jollification for this questionable com- 
bination of dollar marks assembled in New 
York City ostensibly to devise ways and 
means to further save the nation, but in 
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reality to connive to further oppress the 
working class. 

The annual report of President Van 
Cleave was full of boastings of how he and 
his hirelings chased the American Federa- 
tion of Labor up one side of the hill and 
down the other and through the swamps 
until at length it was cornered and forever 
subdued by judicial proceedings in the 
United States Supreme Court, the judges 
of which, by not comprehending labor’s 
needs, have, I believe, made a serious mis- 
take. From the way Van Cleave bubbles 
over with joy throughout his report it is 
clear to the reader that he is wonderfully 
tickled over recent events. 

A feast similar to this Waldorf-Astoria 
feast is recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
chapter v, of the book of Daniel, the feast 
of Belshazzar. He anda thousand of his 
lords were assembled to eat, drink, and be 
merry. Verse 4 of the chapter tells us that 
‘*They drank wine and praised the gods of 
gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of 
wood, and of stone.’’ King Belshazzar, 
however, found a man who could interpret 
for him the handwriting on the wall which 
forever sealed his doom, but King Van 
Cleave was too drunk with victory to see 
and understand the writing on the wall. 
The hosts of labor will yet live to see the 
doom of these twentieth century Belshazzars 
written in such large letters upon the wall 
that even the blind shall be cognizant of it. 

The keynote of Van Cleave’s address 
which seems to reflect the sentiment of his 
associates was ‘‘political action, non-parti- 
san political action.’’ Every Congressional 
representative, according to their program, 
who has had the courage to side against 
labor and in favor of the money god is to 
be supported and re-elected, regardless of 
whether he is a Republican or a Democrat. 
In the interest of their cause the Van 
Cleave aggregation proposes to obliterate 
absolutely all party lines and to reward its 
friends and punish its enemies regardless 
of party in the future, which policy, by. 
the way, must inevitably be the policy of 
labor if we ever expect to attain our rights. 
Van Cleave was empowered by his con- 
stituents to appoint a committee to visit 
both the Republican and Democratic na- 
tional conventions to insist that no plank 
be inserted in their platforms favorable to 
labor. 

To prevent any of the demands of labor 
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from being put into the Republican plat- 
form Van Cleave took a large deputation o! 
his followers to the Chicago convention anc 
caused protests to be wired in by the balance 
of his following throughout the country. 
The Executive Council of the Federation 
went to the Republican national conven- 
tion to demand recognition of labor, and 
the same thing was repeated at the Denver 
convention of the Democratic party. The 
demands of labor was the paramount issue 
in the Republican national convention. 
The anti-injunction plank was the leading 
issue. That body, after a great deal of 
quibbling, adopted a plank which, when 
summed up, amounts simply to an indorse- 
ment of the existing injunction abuse and 
an undue reflection upon the loyalty of the 
trade unionists of America towards the 
courts. 

The Van Cleave followers made the 
claim, throughout the Republican conven- 
tion, that organized labor was not to be 
feared in the political field; that it had 
never been, and could never be, united on 
a political issue; that the labor vote was a 
myth and did not amount to anything. 

It is, indeed, a queer spectacle to see 
Honorable William H. Taft, the father of 
labor injunctions, running for President of 
the United States on what purports to be 
an anti-injunction platform. Men seem to 
change with the times, especially when 
they have interests at stake in great politi- 
cal campaigns. I do not believe, however, 
that pretense of this character will fool any 
of the workingmen this time. I have so 
far found them to be wide awake. 

There never was a time when it was 
more necessary for the members of organ- 
ized labor to keep their eyes open. In view 
of the turn matters have taken, the union 
man, who still insists upon party loyalty, is 
a political drone and a stumbling block iu 
the way of his union’s progress. The polit- 
ical party which knuckles to the demands 
of the Van Cleave aggregation is an enem: 
to labor and the sooner labor recognize- 
the fact the better. 

Surely the workers will not be so blin: 
as to continue supporting a party whici: 
went over body and breeches to the Na- 
tional Manufacturers’ Association. 1 
former years, when the courts of t! 
country were free from the influence of 
employers, it was not so necessary for labor 
to enter the political field, but since the 
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National Manufacturers’ Association, in its 
effort to destroy the unions, has invoked the 
aid of the judiciary and silenced the legis- 
lative branch of the government, political 
action is forced upon us and we must look 
to it for the safety of our movement. 

The coming presidential election will be 
one of keen interest to the manufacturers’ 
association, because it is probable that the 
next President of the United States will 
have the naming of one or more Supreme 
Court judges. The manufacturers’ associa- 
tion will move heaven and earth to elect a 
President who will appoint men of their 
temperament to the bench so as to perpetu- 
ate recent anti-labor decisions. The past 
record of Mr. Taft, while on the bench, 
would seem to qualify him admirably for 
their purpose. 

The manufacturers’ association recognizes 
the fact that labor has no vote in the selec- 
tion of Supreme Court judges and no re- 
course against their decisions. Having no 
vote, therefore, as to who shall be the 
judges, and no recourse against their de- 
cisions, the manufacturers’ association 
knows, as well as we do, that the Supreme 
Court judges constitute the ruling power in 
this ‘‘land of the free and home ofthebrave.”’ 

The party in power at the national 
capitol had its Congress in session when 
the Supreme Court outlawed the labor 
movement, and it refused to enact legisla- 
tion restoring, even in the smallest degree, 
the rights of the labor unions. The mem- 
bers of this billion-dollar anti-labor Con- 
gress are now on the platform throughout 
the country telling the laborer, with great 
eloquence and much concern, of his many 
virtues and parading their matchless love 
for him, and some of the laboring men (to 
whose pleas Congress refused relief), who 
wear the party yoke, may vote again to 
continue these anti-labor congressmen in 
office. If they do, they will surely live to 
see the error of their way. 

The time has come when labor is forced, 
in the interest of self-preservation, to go 
into politics and to abandon the party yoke 
and vote independently, just as the manu- 
facturers’ association has decided to do in 
the coming election. The time is indeed 


already here when the labor question must 
be fought out in the political field. We 
should strive, first of all, to elect clean 
men to Congress and to the legislature from 
our own ranks. Where it is impossible to 
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do this, we should strive to defeat our 
known enemies and elect in their places 
congressmen who are nearer to the laborer 
and more friendly toward his cause. 

Recognizing the vital importance of the 
fall election to the members of trade unions, 
they should be everywhere urged to qualify 
as voters, so as to be prepared to do battle 
for labor in the political field. Don’t let 
them stay at home on election day this time. 
Remember that the vote of the humblest 
citizen, if rightly cast, offsets the vote of a 
Van Cleave or a Parry. They will qualify 
and be on hand at the polls and they will 
vote independent of parties too. Why not 
we for our own interests? 

However distasteful it may be to our 
Republican partisans in the labor move- 
ment, the rejection of labor’s demands by 
the Republican national convention, and 
the acceptance of them by the Democratic 
national convention, forces the labor ques- 
tion to the front as the all-absorbing issue 
in the November election. 

Now, while the Democratic party is bat- 
tling away against the enemies of organ- 
ized labor in this most interesting campaign, 
what will organized labor be doing for 
itself? 

What will be labor’s answer to the chal- 
lenge at the November election? Both sides 
of the labor question will watch with great 
anxiety to see the outcome. Spellbinders 
will be employed to cloud the issue and 
slander the labor leaders. Black will be 
painted white and white will be painted 
black before the campaign is over. Let us 
hope that the forces of labor will take a 
firm stand for the right in the very be- 
ginning, and maintain it throughout the 
campaign, refusing to be swerved by falla- 
cious argument or flowery oratory. Already 
the partisan press is attacking President 
Gompers for daring to take a hand in poli- 
tics. The mass of union men who have 
watched the events from the beginning 
realize that the issue was forced by labor’s 
opponents, and that if President Gompers 
and the Executive Council had failed to 
meet it squarely, it would have been re- 
garded as a cowardlysurrender ontheirpart. 

Press dispatches announce that Van 
Cleave has had President Gompers, Secre- 
tary Morrison, and Vice-President Mitchell 
cited to appear in court for violation of the 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company injunc- 
tion. Now that our leaders have been 
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forced to take a hand in politics, every 
machine that money can manipulate will 
be put in motion to destroy their influence 
and hold them up to ridicule, but the 
clamor of labor’s opponents will not fool 
any of the true blue trade unionists. Now 
is the time for Labor to stand steadfastly 
for its rights. A victory in the coming 
election will silence forever those whose 
ambition it is to destroy the trade unions 
with a sledge hammer. 

Others may do as they will in this matter, 
but as for me, it shall not be said of me 
that I forsook the labor cause when the 
political test came. Those who do will live 
to see their mistake. 





| Edwin R. Wright. 





President, Illinois State Federation of Labor. 


Our liberties our menaced. 

Our lives placed in jeopardy. 

Our earnings dissipated. 

Our happiness endangered. 

Through the insidious abuse of the writ 
of injunction we find our liberty of speech 
and act seriously menaced. Year after year 
the corporate representatives apply to the 
keepers of the scales of justice for these 
‘*beneficent’’ writs and with each success 
they obtain an even more ‘‘beneficent’’ 
ruling with which to oppress the worker, 
alienate his constitutional rights, and de- 
prive him of his liberty. Our lawmakers, 
recruited largely from the self-seeking and 
dominant political majority, have refused 
to grant a measure of relief adequate to the 
needs of the commonwealth. Restraint 
through injunction, disbarment from trial 
by jury, executive judicial authorities 
usurping the power of legislative enact- 
ment is oppression. Furthermore, the lack 
of rule of procedure and the conflict of 
even judicial opinion itself upon the power 
or limit of power thus usurped stamps the 
system as unworthy. 

Without liberty, then what is life itself 
to the free citizenship? If we must toil out 
our livesin industrial slavery without hope 
or ambition, if our trade organizations are 
to be stripped of their power of protection, 
then, indeed, we are reduced to a condition 
of mere existence, to be retained only that 
others may profit thereby. 

The way out—folitical unity. 

Our lives are in jeopardy through the in- 
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troduction of dangerous machinery run at 
spirit-breaking speed. Too often is the 
operator subjected not only to the natural 
risk of the trade, but forced to assume also 
the unnatural and unnecessary risk of un- 
protected and death-dealing hazards in the 
form of unprotected belts, gearings, and 
cutting devices. That the already inade- 
quate paid employe may produce a little 
more, that profits may be a little larger, 
such safeguards as we have, are often re- 
moved. The consequences: In the United 
States during one year there were 536,165 
serious industrial accidents, costing the 
tax-paying public $1,500,000,000. 

In Illinois we have secured a law requir- 
ing the reporting of industrial accidents 
resulting fatally ur in disability of 30 
days or more. The first six months show 
1,392 reports, probably 20 per cent of the 
real total of non-fatal, but serious, acci- 
dents. Statisticians contend that an acci- 
dent resulting in death or disability costs 
the state (taxpayers) $3,000. 

The following rule might then be ap- 
proximately correct: 

The employe risks his life. 

If he lives and is able to earn wages he 
assumes the obligation rightfully incum- 
bent upon his employer. 

if he lives, and pays his union 
dues, and death, and out of work, and 
strike, and other assessments, he stands a 
good chance of being sent to jail on a con- 
tempt charge. 

In an attempt to keep out of jail another 
assessment must be levied upon the workers, 
and thus are the: funds of the union dis- 
sipated, to accomplish what—merely his 
God-given and supposedly legislatively pro- 
tected right to live in a God-fearing and 
self-respecting manner, true to his family 
and society. 

I believe in an active and progressive re- 
sistance. The political franchise within 
our grasp is sufficient for our needs. The 
minority have ruled the majority through 
the insidious doctrine of non-resistance. 
Trade unionists have been restrained—nay, 
forbidden—by ignorant or unthinking fol- 
lowers of a party fetish from engaging in 
an active political propaganda to defend 
their rights. 

Today we see the passing of this doc- 
trine of non-resistance applied to the in- 
dustrial field. We want freedom and 
protection and will use the power of the 
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franchise—sufficient in itself—for our 
emancipation. 

I believe in political action. Support our 
friends, defeat our enemies, no matter 
what political dogma they pretend to 
expound. 

The time has come to fight, and to fight 
hard, and the sooner we unite for mutual 
protection in fact, aswell as in name, the 
sooner we will achieve industrial freedom. 
A vote against the injunction abuse, against 
the fellow-servant doctrine, for the guard- 
ing of life, limb, and health means a saving 
to the average family of more money than 
the payment of all dues and assessments to 
any trade unions. 

Let the trade unionist do his plain duty. 





John S. Kirchner. | 





There are many reasons why trade 
unionists should support the American 
Federation of Labor in this political con- 
test. Let me try to enumerate a few of 
them. 

Because, Congress through its Republi- 
can dictators, Cannon, Sherman, Payne, 
Dalzell, Littlefield et al., treated with 
boasted hostility the just demands of organ- 
ized labor for remedial legislation. 

Because, the Chicago Republican Na- 
tional convention refused to incorporate in 
its platform the various planks presented 
by President Gompers and the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, thus ranging the Republican party 
on the side of the Van Cleave-Post-Parry 
combination of cheap sweat shop employ- 
ers, corporate interests and the predatory 
rich as against well paid union labor and 
the well-being of the common people. 

Because, the course pursued by President 
Gompers and the Executive Council has 
been authorized and endorsed by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor at its annual 
conventions, which is the highest com- 
petent tribunal in the American labor 
movement clothed with authority and re- 
sponsibility to speak and act for the best 
interests of American wage-earners. 

Because, all other so-called third party 
concerns presuming to act in the behalf of 
labor, or the welfare of the common people, 
such as the Socialists, or Hearstites, are in 
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reality playing the part of a dog in the 
manger, serving as a mere side attraction, 
or tail to the Republican party kite, at- 
tempting to detract votes from Mr. 
Bryan in order to indirectly promote the 
election of injunction Taft to the presi- 
dency. 

Because, the Denver convention of the 
Democratic party, as also its standard 
bearer, William Jennings Bryan, practi- 
cally agreed to allof the essential demands 
made by President Gompers and the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor in our behalf, thus being pledged to 
the demands of union labor and the inter- 
est of the common people as against cor- 
poration despotism, and the money power. 

Because, should Mr. Bryan be elected, 
our chosen officials or agents can go to 
him and the Democratic party, and say, 
‘*We, the trades unionists of America, did 
it;’’ you are, therefore, under obligations to 
us and must now put your precepts into 
practice, thus forcing the political powers 
that be to sit up and take notice. 

Because, should injunction Taft be 
elected the political powers that be will 
exclaim as usual, ‘‘Oh, what is the use of 
paying any heed to the threats or demands 
of organized labor? It is a slave to party 
fealty and can be safely treated with con- 
tempt as a negligible quantity of a blind, 
ignorant and doubtful quality.’’ 

Because, the political action promul- 
gated by the American Federation of Labor 
through its officials is the normal political 
activity of the trades unions which should 
always obtain, and the only one by which 
we have been enabled to gain political recog- 
nition and have our wishes enacted into 
statute law. ‘‘Stand by your friends, de- 
feat your opponents,’’ is the easiest and 
most practical way of obtaining results po- 
litically helpful to our well being. 

Because, wage-workers must throw off 
the yoke of party thraldom, party fetich, 
and learn to exercise their franchise inde- 
pendent of any or all political partisanship. 
They must cast their ballots singly with an 
eye for the candidates or party which they 
are reasonably sure can and will subserve 
their interests and principles, no matter 
how it may affect party politics or party 
traditions. They must not, above all, 
throw away their votes on chimerical polit- 
ical parties whom reason and common sense 
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suggests can not get enough votes to be a 
potent political force for at least a hundred 
yearstocome. Wage-workers should never 
be either Democrats, Republicans, Social- 
ists, or what not in a partisan sense, but 
always unionists, ready and free to hew 
straight to the line of their own interests 
regardless of where the chips may fall. 

Because, the Democratic party and its 
nominees are opposed to the judiciary 
branch of our governmental system, arro- 
gating to itself functions entirely executive 
or legislative in character, as it has of late 
been doing, and to the abuse of the writs 
of injunctions in labor disputes by which 
our natural inalienable rights as free men 
have been abridged to the extent of de- 
priving us of our liberty without a trial and 
conviction upon proper evidence before a 
jury of our fellow-men and under due pro- 
cess of either common or statute law. 
Capital needs no extra judicial protection; 
it already has sufficient under the common, 
statute and corporate laws to protect its 
property rights without invading and vio- 
lating the humane and beneficent rights 
of man. 

Because, the Democratic party puts its 
stamp of disapproval in its Denver platform 
upon the recent decision of the United 
States Supreme Court (Danbury Hatters’ 
case), whereby trades unions are classed as 
trusts, coming under the operation of the 
Sherman anti-trust law, thus establishing 
property rights in man, when, as a matter 
of fact, trades unions are but voluntary co- 
operative societies, whose chief and sole 
characteristics are of an humane and educa- 
tional nature. The objects of the trade 
union are to advance the moral, intellectual 
and material status of its members, thus 
preserving the race from the blighting 
effects of a sordid and enervating commer- 
cialism. The Democratic party promises to 
correct this unjust decision by an amend- 
ment to the Sherman anti-trust law, ex- 
empting trades unions from its operation. 

There are many other reasons why we 
should support the Democratic party at 
this time, but the above are the most 
potent, the most logical. Let all true 
unionists, therefore, rally around the 
standard of the American Federation of 
Labor and carry it to victory in the polit- 
ical course which it has embarked upon in 
this campaign. 





C. O. Young. | 


General Organizer, American Federation of Labor. 





The present position of labor from a 
political point of view gives food for 
reflection. 

For a number of years the workers 
were under the impression, and advocated 
strongly, that by thorough organized in- 
dustrial effort we could overcome most, if 
not all, the difficulties in opposition to our 
material advancement. When legislatures 
failed to pass remedial laws, or when the 
courts declared such laws unconstitutional, 
we consoled ourselves with the thought 
that by organization and the use of our 
(as we thought) inalienable right to quit 
work, to refuse to buy, and to induce 
others by persuasion to do the same, that 
we could force the establishment of un- 
written laws, regardless of courts or legis- 
latures. 

As a matter of fact we were successful 
to a great extent by our organized efforts 
in forcing the recognition of right and 
justice. The results attained gave us 
renewed encouragement and inspiration 
toward further achievements. Our organ- 
izations grew rapidly; we demanded and 
received increase in wages, shorter hours 
and better conditions. 

We argued that a refusal to accept a 
reduction in wages would ensure our power 
as consumers, and as a consequence of that 
consuming power, production would natu- 
rally continue, guaranteeing steady em- 
ployment to the workers and continued 
profit to the employer. We were sure that 
with this continual production and con- 
sumption we could have no hard times or 
panics. 

The slogan of ‘‘no reduction in wages,”’ 
was received with great enthusiasm and 
every attempt to reduce wages in organ- 
ized communities was met with stubborn 
resistance, and we believe we have been 
able, by our opposition toa reduction o/ 
wages, to prevent a universal lowering o! 
the standard of living, and the stagna 
tion of business generally. Finally whik 
we were making great strides toward « 
higher standard of civilization, feeling 
that our efforts were at last bringing per 
manent results, several things happened 
almost simultaneously that caused ver) 
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queer sensations to creep up and down the 
spinal column, and when we partially re- 
covered our senses we discovered that we 
had been hit in a very vitalspot. We saw 
through our dimmed eyes our past efforts 
coming to naught. We thought of sweat 
shops, child slaves, long hours, bad condi- 
tions, and reduced wages. 

We find that while we have been busy 
organizing for mutual protection, corporate 
greed has not been idle, and has also formed 
a protective, and as well a destructive, 
organization, with a great war fund, by 
which they can attempt our destruction. 
The courts of our country are composed of 
men whose mode of life, environment, and 
education has not been such as to place 
them in touch and sympathy with the toil- 
ers. They are creatures of our commercial 
system. They are molded, in their per- 
sonal opinion, in the image of their.creator. 

Very few public men will condescend to 
sit on the curbstone and clasp the-hand of 
the man in the ditch except just before 
election. 

As a result of the personnel of our courts 
we have decision after decision against 
labor, especially the injunction in labor dis- 
putes, the main purpose of which is intimi- 
dation, coercion, and discouragement tothe 
struggling workers. At last the highest 
court in the land goes into the law-making 
business and construes a law which was 
never intended for labor to apply to it with 
terrible force. Again, while the country 
is seemingly in the midst of an era of the 
greatest prosperity the manipulators of 
finance find they have reached the zenith 
of speculation and a terrible crash comes. 
Industry is paralyzed, factory and work- 
shop is closed, products rot in the markets, 
thousands are idle, and many suffer. Con- 
ference of our representatives is held. Con- 
gress is appealed to, with what result ? 

We try to maintain wages, and bya 
strong effort we apply the brake and 
prevent going to the bottom with a 
crash. 

In Chicago the Republican convention 
is held; our appeals are scorned just as they 
were during the session of Congress just 
passed. In fact they tried to show their 
contempt for our prayers by commending 
the outrages perpetrated by the court de- 
cisions. Evidently the Republican party 
leaders thought that the laboring men were 
fools, or else were of the opinion that they 
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were not united enough to wield the bal- 
ance of power by throwing their strength 
to another, and they sneeringly said, ‘‘Go 
to Denver’’. 

In Denver the Democratic convention 
was held. Instead of contempt, our meas- 
ures were unanimously adopted and became 
a partof the platform. What shall we do 
and what is our duty? 

From the fact that courts have outlawed 
us; that Congress refused to give us legis- 
lative relief, and confirmed the courts’ 
attitude, and encouraged the low methods 
of the manufacturers’ association in their 
attempts to destroy us, and the fact that 
the manipulators of finance have, through 
frenzied speculation, brought idleness, 
poverty, and misery, it seems. there 
is but one course to pursue. We must 
have legislation to restore and to safeguard 
the liberties guaranteed to us by the fun- 
damental law of the land. We can hope 
for little from Congress as now constituted. 
We need the appointive power placed in 
the hands of those who when opportunity 
offers will appoint men as judges who are 
in closer touch with the great masses. We 
must have financial legislation, so as to 
establish a system of finance governed in 
such manner that speculators can not bring 
disaster and ruin to the unsuspecting masses 
ofhumanity. Let us be true trades union- 
ists by being loyal to the political policy of 
the American Federation of Labor. Elect 
those favorable to our principles, always 
keeping in mind, however, to defeat those 
who have been our enemies. Defeat and 
prevent the promotion of our known 
enemies. Retire them. Others will take 
notice. 





Stephen C. Hogan. 

















Intl. Secretary-Treasurer, Marble Workers’ Association. 


The attitude of the Republican party as- 
sembled in convention in the city of Chi- 
cago towards the representatives of labor 
was but a repetition of the stand taken by 
Republican officials in Washington, when, 
on March 21, 1906, our representatives 
presented labor’s ‘‘Bill of Grievances’’ to 
a Republican President and a Republican 
Congress. 

That ‘‘Bill of Grievances’ ended with 
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the following statement: ‘‘But if perchance 
you may not heed us, we shall appeal to 
the conscience and support of our fellow- 
citizens.’’ 

The Republican officials paid no heed to 
the appeal nor cared for the warning. Our 
executive council, our legislative commit- 
tee, reported eight months later to the 
Minneapolis convention of the American 
Federation of Labor as follows: ‘‘No prog- 
ress was made upon legislation which labor 
asked either included in the Bill of Griev- 
ances or otherwise.’’ 

What was left. for us but to show the 
party that ignored us that there was yet 
an untried means of attaining our ends. 
Forced into the political arena in the cam- 
paign of 1906, our leaders gave such a 
good account of themselves as to command 
the attention of the politicians and all 
enemies of union labor, and the endorse- 
ment of their policies by the Minneapolis 
convention. 

That the awakening of labor’s hosts was 
feared, is evidenced by the unwarranted 
attacks on our representatives by the Post- 
Parry-Van Cleave outfit as shown in Presi- 
dent Gompers’ statement to the American 
Federation convention at Norfolk, Va. 
Take notice that his statement has never 
been contradicted. 

We have been deluded into thinking 
that Republican rule was essential for the 
country’s prosperity, but recent investiga- 
tions, recent industrial depression, and re- 
cent injunction proceedings have provedthat 
the supposed Republican rule was rule by 
corporations, trusts, and so-called captains 
of industry. Who else have been benefited 
by Republican legislation, by injunctions 
against trade unions, and last, but not 
least, by the interpretation of the Sherman 
anti-trust law, placing trade unions under 
its provisions, thereby declaring them ille- 
gal combinations and conspiracies in un- 
lawful restraint of trade? 

The condition of the country under 
present rule could be worse and would be 
but for the impending national election. 
Unless our rulers straightened matters out, 
there was danger of losing control. The 
impending panic was checked, but the 
causes were not removed. In fact, the Re- 
publican party has again adopted a plat- 
form and put forward candidates for office 
pledged to the same policies that brought 
about the present depression in business, 


and absolutely refused to concede anything 
asked for by labor’s representatives. 

They ask for our vote without a pledge 
or offer of a remedy to better existing 
conditions. The question to be answered 
at the ballot-box November next is: ‘‘Are 
we satisfied with present conditions?’’ If 
we are, we will vote the Republican ticket. 
If not, we must support one of the other 
parties. Where then are we to turn in our 
hour of need? 

In 1896 the Democratic party, under the 
leadership of William J. Bryan, cut loose 
from the money power and became a party 
of the people. Again in 1900 he was chosen 
its standard bearer. Although openly op- 
posed by the representatives of the money 
power in both campaigns, he received over 
six and one-half million votes. 

The gallant fight made by President 
Gompers, prompted the Democratic con- 
vention to give favorable consideration to 
the demands of organized labor made 
through its representatives who report to 
us that the Democratic party has con- 
ceded everything for which labor has 
asked, pledging its support to the enact- 
ment of laws in the interest of the wage- 
earner, and the repeal of such as have a 
tendency to retard the progress of trade 
unions, destroying their usefulness if not 
their existence. 

Issues were never so plainly placed be- 
fore us. On the one hand, the party ruled 
by great corporations, trusts, and captains 
of industry plainly tells us that we must be 
satisfied with existing conditions, and it is 
determined to destroy our only safeguard— 
our trade unions. 

On the other side, a great party has 
promised relief if placed in power. Our 
representatives have been striving for years 
to gain this recognition of labor’s power. 
Having succeeded, it remains for us to 
show by the way our voies are cast that 
their policy has our endorsement. We be- 
lieve that Samuel Gompers and his asso- 
ciates on the Executive Council have 
been actuated by no other motives than the 
betterment of the condition of the wage- 
earner and the freeing of the trade union 
from the stigma placed upon us by the 
court decision which brands us as illegal 
combinations. We are in duty bound to 
support the party and candidate pledged to 
work for our interest. If we do not support 
that party and by so doing place it in a 
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LABOR’S POLITICAL DUTY 


position to redeem its pledges, we must 
admit there is truth in the statement of 
politicians that, ‘‘It is easy to keep Labor’s 
vote divided.’’ 











| James Wilson. 





President, Patternmakers’ League of North America. 


Repeated efforts on the part of the rep- 
resentatives of organized labor to secure 
needed legislation at the hands of Con- 
gress, have been without result as the rec- 
ords show. Petitioned and memorialized, 
over and over again, the leaders of the 
dominant political party in our national 
legislative body have turned a deaf ear to 
the just demands of labor. 

The last Congress adjourned with the 
same record (if not worse) of failure to 
pass laws of vital importance, not alone to 
labor, but in the interest of all our people; 
for let it be understood that every demand 
of organized labor whether in the indus- 
trial or political field is in the interest of 
allour people. We seek no class legisla- 
tion; we demand justice and are going to 
have it. 

This failure on the part of the dominant 
political party to do justice to labor, led 
the executive officers of the American 
Federation of Labor to the conventions of 
the two ‘‘Old Parties’’ (asthey are known), 
demanding of them that planks be inserted 
in the party platforms declaring for legis- 
lation that labor has for years demanded 
from the representatives of the dominant 
political party. The Republican party re- 
fused to incorporate in its platform the 
demands of labor, while the Democratic 
party recognized the just demands of labor 
and inserted them in its platform. 

The members of organized labor, verily 
all liberty loving people, whether wage- 
workers or not, indorse the action of the 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, and uphold them in their earnest 
efforts to advance and uplift the workers 
of our country. There are those who will 
look upon labor’s entry into this campaign 
as unwise; those who will talk of their love 
for labor and weep crocodile tears at labor’s 
determination to change the political com- 
plexion of the next Congress. We have 
but to remember that every effort of labor 
to advance has been opposed by the same 
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interests which have recently prevented 
just recognition of the workman’s rights. 
In entering this great national campaign, 
labor men must stand shoulder to shoulder, 
regardless of whether success or failure is 
the result of this present skirmish on the 
political field, for from it will come a 
permanent political movement on the part 
of the organized wage-earners and their 
friends. Their experience this time will fit 
them to enter all future campaigns even 
better prepared and equipped than now. 
The wage-earners must organize their 
political strength, in every precinct, in 
every legislative and Congressional dis- 
trict. With such organizations electing 
labor’s friends Congress will not adjourn 
in the future without having passed laws 
that labor demands. Labor will have 
some say in the electing of its repre- 
sentatives for the future. For the present, 
let us bear in mind that the Repub- 
lican party has failed to pass the legis- 
lation we require. Hold it responsible and 
let the result be defeat for the men who 
refused to enact favorable legislation, in 
the interest not alone of labor, but all our 


people. 











| F. T. Hawley. 
International President, Switchmen’s Union of N.A. 


The position of the union men in the 
public arena of today is by no means 
strange, as through the unions the men 
first learn their commercial value in the la- 
bor market and then their rights as citizens 
of this government. Through the instru- 
mentality of labor unions wages have been 
advanced, because the members, realizing 
their commercial value, demanded the ad- 
vancement, as well as improved conditions. 
Yet the wages and conditions would be of but 
little value if the wage-earner was not also 
protected by law against imposition by the 
employers. There is, however, very little 
protection given to the wage-earner by law. 
What is needed is that form of legisla- 
tion which, without equivocation, gives to 
employer and employe alike the same de- 
gree of justice, but the legislation which 
has heretofore been enacted does not en- 
sure that. Therefore we should see that 
men are elected in the coming election to 
represent us in Congress who will make 
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laws to protect labor that will be without 
ambiguity. Then we must see that there 
will not be placed on those laws a dual in- 
terpretation by the courts. 

The tourts are composed of men who are 
human and therefore liable to err, yet be- 
cause of the respect which is commanded 
by the judiciary, we lose sight of the fact 
that they may err. Chas. Sumner once 
said: ‘‘Courts are but men and in all ages 
they have shown a fair share of frailty.’’ 
The judicial world has not changed since 
he uttered those words. 

The labor unions have but one weapon 
with which to achieve fair conditions when 
every other honorable resource has been 
exhausted, and that is a strike; and lead- 
ers hesitate before using it. Injunctions 
have been wrongly granted restraiving 
unions from striking, and injunctions may 
become more frequent unless there is a law 
passed stating how far the judiciary may 
go in affecting the constitutional liberty of 
union men. This can best be done by giv- 
ing attention to the election of Congress- 
men who are pledged to labor’s interests, 
advised by that great apostle of labor, 
Samuel Gompers, and by following the 
political policy of the American Federation 
of Labor. 





| Luke Grant. | 


Never in the history of the organized 
labor movement in America was the neces- 
sity for solidarity among the workers as 
apparent as it 1s at the present time. This 
is true in a political as well as an industrial 
sense. Recent events have demonstrated 
that the future industrial freedom of the 
workers largely depends on political ac- 
tion. Labor has been driven into politics. 

In no political campaign in the past have 
the issues been as clearly defined as they 
are now. This is true in spite of the efforts 
of some of the ‘‘friends’’ of labor to becloud 
issues. These ‘‘friends’’ have dissected the 

. Démocratic platform and found it ‘‘mean- 
ingless, evasive and straddling.’’ They 
keep informing an anxious public daily that 
‘‘Gompers can’t deliver the labor vote.’’ 

Under these circumstances it might prove 
instructive for labor to turn to its enemies 
for advice. One of the most pronounced 
opponents of union labor in the United 
States is James W. Van Cleave. Mr. Van 





Cleave does not find the Denver platform 
‘*‘meaningless or evasive.’’ 

Speaking of it in the official publication 
of his association of manufacturers he says: 

It is hardly necessary for me to say that I am 
not talking party politics here. Iam not making 
an appeal to either Republicans or Democrats, as 
such. I am talking as a business man to business 
men on a subject which has a vital concern for all 
of us. It is a subject which we can not shirk, 
even if we should desire to shirk it, or to postpone 
it to some future date. Wedid not bring it here. 
We could not have prevented its coming. We will 
have to meet it promptly and intelligently, and in 
meeting it we shall, for the moment, bave to drop 
all our party affiliations and watchwords. 

That is Mr. Van Cleave’s challenge to 
organized iabor. Does he make the issue 
clear to the union man? If he does not the 
the union man should lose no time in con- 
sulting an alienist. As I view it, labor is at 
this time called upon to choose whether it 
shall take a step forward toward industrial 
democracy, or fasten more firmly on its 
shoulders a judicial autocracy. There can 
be no mistaking the call. 

The Democratic plank dealing with an 
amendment to the Sherman anti-trust law 
is clear cut. In my judgment it is vastly 
more important to labor unions than the 
anti-injunction plank. Injustice has been 
done at times through the issuance of in- 
junctions, but the Supreme Court deci- 
cision in the Hatters’ case strikes at the 
very mainspring of organized labor. The 
injunction at most can only hamper the 
work of labor unions. Carried to its logi- 
cal conclusion the Supreme Court decision 
in the Hatters’ case will annihilate them. 

It is of primary importance, so far as or- 
ganized labor is concerned, to elect men to 
Congress who will be servants instead of 
rulers. For that reason there should be 
no division among the workers on the po- 
litical program of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. ‘‘Stand by our friends and 
defeat our enemies’’ is the only policy ex- 
pedient at this time. If that program 
is carried out the next Congress may carry 
out the wishes of the people instead of 
defying them as did the last one. 





| Curtin C. Miller. | 


Secretary-Treasurer, Chainmakers’ National Union 
The object of organization among the 
working people of this country is to bett«r 
the wages and conditions of all workers. 
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Many have been benefited by the struggles 
and efforts of labor unions who never be- 
longed to any union, 

Labor has always done its duty in this 
and every other way as far as was neces- 
sary, even to having representatives in the 
national capital and the various state 
capitals, urging the political representa- 
tives of the people to pass laws to protect 
the interests of the great army of workers, 
their wives and children. 

During all this activity of the leaders and 
the representatives of labor in their behalf, 
the rank and file have been silent, with the 
result that the politicians and political 
workers of the party in power conceived the 
idea that the great army of workers were 
not interested in the work of their leaders 
and representatives, and that the demands 
of labor could be ignored by them without 
any notice being taken of the action by the 
great body of labor’s army. 

That this idea has taken root and flour- 
ished in the minds of politicians of power 
and the capitalists who are enemies to 
union labor has been proved by the actions 
of the recent convention of one of our 
great political parties, and of the remarks 
and actions of one of the American laborer’s 
greatest enemies, who said, ‘‘labor has no 
power,’’ and who convinced the political 
representatives of the Republican party 
that it would be safe to utterly ignore the 
representatives of organized labor who 
were present and pressing the claims of 
labor. 

But, thank Go” the rank and file have 
not been indiffei .inthis matter. By their 
silence they have but been expressing their 
confidence in their leaders and representa- 
tives as was shown by the instructions 
issued to them by the late Protest Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
last March. They have seen the search- 
light of Labor thrown upon the Republican 
convention at Chicago and the Democratic 
convention at Denver. Oneconvention was 
found groveling at the feet of the enemies 
to labor and were so busy at their task as 
to utterly ignore the requests made by 
labor for consideration. The Republican 
convention gave us a so-called anti-injunc- 
tion plank whichreally injures the working- 
men and their friends and then distorted 
the other requests of labor, to such an ex- 
‘tent that labor can not be benefited by any 
of them. 
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This great Republican party relies on 
smooth tongued orators, specially devised 
literature, prosperity placards and paid 
workers to close the eyes of honest labor- 
ing voters to the insult cast on the intelli- 
gent.. American voters by the platform 
adopted by the Republican convention and 
accepted by their candidates. 

The same searchlight was trained on the 
Democratic convention and the same re- 
quests made by labor’s representatives and 
note the results. This convention was found 
laboring for the best interests of men, 
women, and children in every walk of 
life, and, convinced that the request of 
labor’s representatives would actually 
benefit workingmen and their families, 
the convention lent a willing ear and 
adopted the planks advocated by labor. 

The actions of these two party conven- 
tions makes labor’s political duty very 
plain. From expressions heard among the 
laboring voters, I am of the opinion that 
the workers will perform their duty and 
secure an anti-injunction law which will 
guarantee American liberty to American 
labor; also a law which will guarantee 
labor’s right to organize without being 
penalized asa trust; an eight hour law onall 
government work; an employers’ liability 
law which will protect the man who risks 
his life in his employer’s interests, and a 
separate Department of Labor, whose head 
will be a cabinet member and from which 
labor can expect a square deal, will be some 
of the legislation needed. I have every 
confidence in the intelligence of the 
American workman, and I believe he wi | 
read closely both platforms and he will 
vote for that party whose great convention 
adopted those planks presented by President 
Gompers and the committee representing 
American labor. 





| G. W. Gibson. | 


International Sec.-Treas., Association of Car Workers. 





Government by injunction and the 
amending of the Sherman anti-trust law 
are the dominant issues in the present po- 
litical campaign. The Republican party, 
backed by the Van Cleave association of 
manufacturers, has declared to continue 
the present policy, and the Democratic 
party has said these should be amended so 
that they will be more in keeping with 
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American equality and democracy. Labor 
being the principal sufferer is, therefore, 
occupying the center of the stage with all 
vitally interested parties, and their polit- 
ical henchmen are throwing out their nets 
to capture the votes of labor if possible. 

For some years labor has been endeavor- 
ing to procure legislation favorable to all 
and unjust to none, in this respect, but 
without avail; hence it has been obliged 
to make an issue of it in this campaign. 

Both parties are standing on platforms 
alleged to deal with present-day conditions. 
That is what labor is looking for—the pres- 
ent, not the past. It is true, we must look 
to the past for records of those who are 
seeking our suffrages and seek those who 
have been favorable to labor, but for ac- 
tion we must look to the present and the 
immediate future and elect those who have 
pledged themselves to enact laws which 
will be beneficial. 

Who is there among right-thinking men 
who can, consistently, vote for those who 
openly rebuke labor and are allied with the 
Van Cleave association, who, by their 
mouth-piece—Mr. Van Cleave—advocate 
open lawlessness, although a circular letter 
was sent out to his members denouncing 
the “‘lawless element’’ in labor organiza- 
tions? 

The Toledo Labor Leader gives Mr. Van 
Cleave the credit of including in an address 
to the National Association of Manufactur- 
ers the following: 

Iam not going to call wolf until the wolf is at 
my heels, but when I do cry I want you to come 
out with your riot guns and your shot guns if nec- 
essary, and I know you will. 

This is not from the mouth vf a labor 
leader, but from he who calls all leaders 
of labor, anarchists, or any other deroga- 
tory name he can think of, and who tells 
us that labor organizations are undermin- 
ing American democracy and its institu- 
tions. 

Let us abandon our efforts to amass votes 
for a number of smaller parties. It is not 
that which will bring relief, no matter what 
our political belief is. It is the rebuke 
which can be given as trade unionists to 
labor’s enemies in this campaign which 
will count and which will, eventually, work 
for labor’s salvation, if we will vote for 
the party which has promised the relief 
desired. 

Let us emulate our English brothers who 
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have sunk their partisan politics and have 
voted into power, regardless of party, men 
who have stood faithfully by them in their 
troubles and have stood upon the platform 
of justice and equality to all and secured 
what they have fought for. 

Members of the manufacturers’ associa- 
tion have been told to vote the Republican 
ticket in November for the perpetuation of 
that party in power, which means the per- 
petuation of the present injustice to labor. 
Labor should need no instruction as to 
how to vote, but if the workers ever hope 
to succeed they should cast their suffrages 
for the party that has listened to their 
grievances and that is willing to stand as 
a ‘‘government of, by and for the people.”’ 
It is what we have been asking for—then, 
let us vote as trade unionists to secure it. 





| J. T. Carey. 


President, Brotherhood of Papermakers. 





Since adjournment of the convention of 
the Democratic party at Denver, one sees 
a great deal of criticism in the daily papers 
charging President Gompers with attempt- 
ing to deliver the labor vote to candidates 
for office on the Democratic ticket for Pres- 
ident and Vice-President on account of the 
adoption in their platform of a clause favor- 
able to organized labor as to the issuance 
of injunctions and amendment of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law. 

The charge against President Gompers 
delivering the labor vote is scarcely worthy 
of notice, as any one with ordinary intelli- 
gence will know that it is impossible for 
President Gompers or any one else to deliver 
Labor’s vote, but I believe that the Exec- 
utive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor would be remiss in its duty if it 
did not point out to its constituents which 
party would be more favorable to their 
cause at this particular time. 

On account of recent court decisions, 
which all trade unions and their friends 
believe to be unfair towards organized 
labor, we sought relief at the hands of the 
party in power during the past session of 
Congress. This appeal from organized 
labor and its friends throughout the country 
was unheeded by the lawmaking body, and 
when the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor appealed to thie 
Republican convention for a declaration 
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embodying the demands of organized labor 
on the abuse of the injunction, they were 
again refused recognition. 

In a circular letter sent out by Mr. Van 
Cleave under date of June 20th, he boasts 
of some 20,000 telegrams sent to the dele- 
gates at the Republican convention, pro- 
testing against the insertion in the platform 
of the clause desired by organized labor as 
to the issuance of injunctions. It is gen- 
erally understood that Mr. Van Cleave is 
no friend of organized labor, and has on 
every possible occasion opposed any mea- 
sure giving the workers equal rights before 
the law with other citizens of the country. 
As the two leading parties in convention 
declared their policy, on request of repre- 
sentatives of organized labor, naturally 
President Gompers would advisé members 
of organized labor which party was more 
favorable to their cause. This can in 
no way be construed to mean that he, 
or any Officer, desires to deliver the labor 
vote. 

In this case, as well as others in the past, 
we see efforts made by our opponents to 
divide the sentiment of the workingmen as 
much as possible, knowing full well that 
if the wage-earners as a body were to stand 
solidly together they would elect such can- 
didates for office as more fully represent 
principles of justice. 

In the letter of acceptance of Mr. Taft 
he states that the Republicans are anxious 
to prevent any appearance of injustice. It 
is evident that they are anxious to prevent 
appearance of injustice, if possible, but the 
record of the past Congress would show 
that they really are unfair to labor by re- 
fusing to grant just relief from obnoxious 
court decisions, and Labor, in this instance, 
has the same right as any other class of 
people to ask for the support of its friends. 
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| Murt. Malone. | 


Sec.-Treas., Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty 
Workers’ International Union. 





The two great political parties have re- 
cently held their conventions and adopted 
platforms. Apparently the labor question 
caused more discussion and anxiety on the 
part of the platform builders than any 
other. That the Republican convention 
threw down the gauntlet to organized labor 
there is no doubt. Congress controlled by 
the Republican party has refused to pass 
needed legislation. Labor unions are be- 
coming outlawed under Republican rule. 
Every injunction issued and made perma- 
nent is a halter around the neck of organ- 
ized labor. The process may be slow, but in 
time, from present indications, every union 
in the country will have the stamp of 
destruction placed upon its existence, and 
then what? 

We are now in the midst of an industrial 
depression, which has lasted nine months 
during which the Republican party has 
been in full control of the national politics. 
In the light of our experience with its ac- 
tions do you think it is entitled to the sup- 
port that it asks? The answer is written 
on the wall in big letters. No; we want 
relief from government by injunction, from 
being branded by the Sherman anti-trust law 
as criminals. We want the extension of 
the eight hour law so as to apply to all 
government work done by contracts as 
well as by the government directly. We 
can get these things through our votes. 
It is a duty we owe to ourselves and those 
depending upon us. Let us be up and 
doing and we will be surprised by the re- 
sults of organized labor sticking together 
at this election. 
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LABOR IN POLITICS. 


By GRAHAM TAYLOR. 


ABOR has really entered politics. 
Many doubted whether the trade 
unions could be persuaded by any 
one or anything todoso. It has 

always been against their policy, they truly 
argued. ‘‘Their members are too independ- 
ent to follow any leader’s lead so far afield. 
The American Federation of Labor is not 
so strong in its influence over the rank and 
file as the organizations of the several 
trades. ‘Therefore, the officers of the Fed- 
eration can neither get the sanction of these 
closely organized national trade unions 
for such a radical departure from their 
time-honored policy, nor get the following 
of the rank and file without such official 
sanction.’’ So the doubters reasonably 
argue. 

There are others who deny that labor 
has entered politics, or will, or can. They 
say that only Mr. Gompers and his im- 
mediate associates have done so; that he 
can not deliver the labor vote, which no 
one has ever yet delivered; that his attitude 
and action, so far from committing the 
constituent bodies of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, would be repudiated by 
them, and that this repudiation will dis- 
rupt the Federation or lead to the organiza- 
tion of another on the old non-political 
basis. 

No Significant Dissent. 


It is time to test the claims and counter- 
claims thus made. Three months have 
passed since the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor declared its 
choice between the two national party plat- 
forms. What has come to pass since? 

To test the conflicting claims by the facts 


we must ask first of all just what has Mr.: 


Gompers said and done? Nothirg authori- 
tative, or that claims to be so. He and the 
Executive Council have taken only advis- 
ory action. They could go no further; they 
know it, and have made no attempt to do 
so. In the official publication of the Feder- 
ation they simply state which of the two 
platforms in their opinion best serves the 


interests of labor and why they advise 
workingmen to vote for the candidates who 
are pledged to carry out that platform. 

Mr. Gompers denies that he can deliver 
any vote except hisown. Moreover, he de- 
nies that the labor voters commit them- 
selves or their union to any party by voting 
as thus advised. He roundly declares that 
they will be as non-partisan the day after 
election, as free as they ever have been, 
and a great deal stronger to influence the 
industrial policy of the country. 

Who challenges the assertion so far? The 
publicity departments and agents of oppos- 
ing parties, of course. Most of all, the 
Socialist press and Mr. Hearst’s Independ- 
ence party disclaim it. Why? Obviously, 
in addition to any other reason, because both 
depend éntirely upon the labor vote to make 
any showing, and every vote cast as Mr. 
Gompers advises will be one less that they 
might claim or influence. Who else dissents? 

As a matter of fact, only in the name of 
the trainmen’s union has a voice yet been 
raised here and there to protest that Mr. 
Gompers’ demands were not radical enough. 
Besides that, the only dissenting opinion is 
raised by the lone voice of Henry White in 
the North American Review. But though 
long the executive officer of the garment 
workers’ union he lost his representative 
capacity when, several years ago, his own 
organization disciplined him from its mem- 
bership for disloyalty to its interests, and 
he disappeared from the leadership and any 
representative identification with the union 
movement until he reappeared as secretary 
of the cutters’ union. So far this measures 
the extent of the predicted repudiation of 
Mr. Gompers’ advice. 


Labor's Front Still Solid. 


On the other hand, many centrai bodie: 
locally federating the unions have openly 
declared allegiance to the policy of the 
American Federation of Labor. While the 
nationa! officers of the several trade unions 
were not expected to take formal action, 
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the attitude of the rank and file is being 
widely discussed and determined in the dis- 
cussions of the local unions, and still more 
significantly in the labor press. The jour- 
nals of the national unions, which go into 
the hands of every member, almost without 
exception, have favored the policy of Mr. 
Gompers and his associates. Not a single 
influential trade union paper attacks it. 

All reprint his statement from the AMERI- 
CAN FEDERATIONIST, in large part if not 
entirely. The editors of 70 trade journals 
recently conferred over their policy in the 
pending campaign. While some independ- 
ent labor papers attended the conference, 
only those who represented official organs 
of labor unions were given seats. The 
chairman was the secretary of the order 
of railroad telegraphers. With but one dis- 
senting vote the political program of the 
American Federation of Labor was en- 
dorsed. That single dissenter declared 
himself and his paper in favor of the 
Socialist ticket as that of ‘‘the only work- 
ing class party in the field.’’ 

These are the facts of the present situa- 
tion. Those who would face it, whether as 
friend or foe, must reckon with them and 
so can not afford to blink them. Of course, 
the situation may change. Many efforts, 
strong and determined, will be made to 
divide the ranks of labor on this issue as 
the campaign goes on and election day ap- 
proaches. 

Whether they will succeed or not re- 
mains to be seen. But the present fact, 
which it is my sole purpose simply to state, 
is that organized labor now puts up a united 
Jront in the political situation such as it has 
never approached in the history of American 
politics, and such as deserves to make the 
deepest impression upon friend and foe. 


What Will Come of It? 


This is a question of far greater interest 
and importance than the election of either 
Mr. Bryan or Mr. Taft. For long after the 
issue between them is decided the effect of 
this entrance into the political arena of 
American labor will be felt and still further 
pondered. 

In wondering what that effect will be we 
are not wholly in the dark. Workingmen 
in other lands have made some history in 
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politics and are making more of it every 
year. They are not likely to set the form 
or the pace in which labor politics will 
follow here. 

The form will differ as much as American 
life and conditions do from those in other 
lands. The pace which labor’s influence 
upon politics will take, especially in our 
state legislatures, is likely to be far swifter 
when it once gets started here than it has 
been in the national politics of any other 
people. But the direction which labor poli- 
cies have taken in the politics of other 
countries may mark the way our American 
movement will take. Our labor is already 
beginning where English labor began to 
influence the politics of national parties by 
wielding the balance of power between their 
platforms and their candidates. 

Whether it will proceed here, as it has 
in Germany and Great Britain, to form an 
independent labor party, depends upon the 
measure of success which attends succes- 
sive efforts to wield the balance of power. 

In any event, organized labor in Amer- 
ica can not fail to be broadened and 
strengthened by the necessity of having a 
political policy and by uniting not only 
fellow-workingmen but fellow-citizens to 
carry it out. It may be the antidote here 
for the too narrow and intense class-con- 
scious spirit and effort which conditions 
prompt abroad. 

For the class must win the mass to 
achieve its own success under American 
conditions. And the class spirit thus broad- 
ens into the spirit of the whole community 
itself. 

Among all those other peoples these 
things have come into the public life be- 
cause of the entrance of organized labor 
into its struggles. Politics has been forced 
to deal with real issues. Parties have had 
to have actual policies, to work them out, 
to stand or fall by their practical success. 

The ‘‘organization’’ no longer can exist 
for its own sake, when the way it handles 
industrial and economic issues determines 
its very existence. Political leaders are 
obliged to be more than politicians, when 
tested by the economic success or failure of 
their policies. The country and its people 
become supreme and partisanship second- 
ary when parties serve themselves the best 
by serving their country the most. 
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EDITORIAL. 


By SAMUEL GOMPERS. 


Charged with contempt of court in relation to the injunction order issued 
by Justice Gould in the case of the Van Cleave Buck’s 
INJUNCTION Stove and Range Company President Samuel Gompers, 
power amtied Vice-President John Mitchell, and Secretary Frank Mor- 
PROCEEDINGS. ’ 
rison, of the American Federation of Labor, are on trial. 
Readers of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST are presumably familiar with 
the earlier history of the proceedings in thiscase. The temporary in- 
junction order of December 18, 1907, was subsequently made permanent 
against the officers of the American Federation of Labor, the American 
Federation of Labor itself, its affiliated organizations and the members 
thereof. That injunction apparently prohibits us as unions and individuals 
from exercising many perfectly normal and legal rights. According to 
‘the contention of the Van Cleave attorneys this injunction denies the 
constitutionally guaranteed right of free speech and free press. The 
specific terms of the injunction were complied with on our part. We have, 
however, insisted upon the right of free speech and free press in editorially 
discussing the merits of the injunction itself and the contempt proceedings 
now before the courts. We based our discussion of the principles involved 
upon the constitutional guarantees of free press and free speech. 

In the August issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST we published 
the court’s order citing President Samuel Gompers, Vice-President John 
Mitchell, and Secretary Frank Morrison before the court on the petition of 
the Van Cleave Buck's Stove and Range Company to show cause why we 
should not be punished forcontempt. In the September issue we published 
the petition upon which that order was based and the allegations of con- 
tempt by the Buck’s Stove and Range Company’s attorneys. 

The order was made returnable September 8th, but by mutual consent, 
on account of Labor Day engagements, the hearing was set for the follow- 
ing day, September 9th. Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison, and Gompers were 
in court on the morning of that day and made answer. They were rep- 
resented by Judge Alton B. Parker and Messrs. Ralston and Siddons as 
attorneys, who, on behalf of the defendants, sought to impress upon the 
court the readiness and anxiety and willingness of the defendants to imme- 
diately proceed to a final determination as to whether or not they were 
guilty of contempt of the court’s injunction. 

We were ready to immediately proceed in open court; the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company through its counsel insisted upon delay. 

Justice Gould ordered that the taking of testimony be held before a 
Commissioner, the court granting 60 days for the taking of such testimony. 
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The report of the Commissioner upon the evidence taken is to be submitted 
to the court ot earlier than November oth. We do not desire to comment 
upon this course, but the newspapers have in their news accounts and edi- 
torials so fully discussed the question that we quote an editorial from a 
pronounced corporation publication, an editorial typical of the current 
utterances of many newspapers throughout the country. The New York 
Commercial of September 11th says: 

‘‘Some of the reports from Washington on the postponement of the 
hearing and arguments on the contempt case against Samuel Gompers and 
others must be taken cum grano salis. There appears to be a quite general 
agreement on all sides politically that the Republican campaign managers 
are glad to have this case ‘off their hands,’ as it were, until after election; 
but this feeling can hardly be of a degree to warrant some of the highly- 
colored stories afloat. The public is told, for instance, that the carrying 
over of this case beyond the date of the election is a tremendous relief to 
the Republican managers, an awful burden off their minds—for they had 
been holding numerous conferences over the matter in Washington and 
New York and had even secured the co-operation of two of the sharehold- 
ers of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company in St. Louis in their efforts to 
compose the differences and induce James Van Cleave, president of the 
company, to withdraw or postpone the petition until after election. 

‘“This case,’’ we are next told, ‘threw a first-class scare into the 
leaders, who did not conceal their fears of the effect on the campaign of 
putting Samuel Gompers, John Mitchell and Frank Morrison in jail for 
contempt of court for violating an injunction.’ If such an outcome of the 
case had occurred before election, the Democratic campaigners and the 
laborites would of course have made the most out of it possible as a means 
of prejudicing the voters against the Republican ticket—would have 
‘‘played up’’ Gompers as a martyr to a just cause and have pictured the 
administration as an oppressor of the weak and the pcor and the courts as 
something not to be trusted. But that sort of thing would have deceived 
nobody very long. 

‘‘And the effect of it on the Republican canvass would not have been 
nearly so bad as is now likely to be the effect on it of the intermeddling of 
Republican politicians in a non-political case and the exaggerated reports of 
Republican eagerness to get the case postponed. Gompers and all the 
other defendants were in court, ready and anxious to have the case -pro- 
ceed—and if we do not now see the alleged Republican ‘scare’ over this 
incident made a live ‘stump’ issue, it will be a wonder. Better a thousand 
times have Gompers and his fellow-defendants sent to jail for contempt by 
a just judge than have suspicion enter the public mind that Republican 
political influence has had anything to do with postponing their incarcera- 
tion until after election day!’’ 

The petition of the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Company alleges 
that, ‘‘notwithstanding the said order restraining and enjoining the defend- 
ants, the said Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison, and John Mitchell in- 
cluded, passed by the court on the 18th day of December, A. D. 1907, and 
notwithstanding the final decree in the cause, passed on the 23d day of March, 
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A. D. 1908, perpetually restraining and enjoining the defendants, the said 
Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison, and John Mitchell included, all as above 
set out, the said Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison, and John Mitchell have, 
since the filing of the said bill and the passage and entry of the said order, 
as well as of the final decree, frequently, regularly, and systematically, 
wilfully and with premeditation, violated the said order and the said final 
decree alike, and have totally disregarded the same.’’ 

This, both editorially and in our answers, we denied. ‘There has been 
no wilful, systematic, or premeditated violation of the injunction. 

In discussing this case in the August issue of the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST we said, and we repeat that: 

‘It is quite true that we have editorially discussed both the suit which 
the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Company of St. Louis brought 
against the officers of the American Federation of Labor and others and 
have discussed therein the principles involved in the injunction issued by 
Justice Gould in connection with the suit. 

What other course would either the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and 
Range Company of St. Louis or the honorable court have us pursue? 
Here is a great case pending before the courts involving the fundamental 
rights of the freedom of speech and the freedom of the press, inviolable 
rights guaranteed by the constitution of every state in the Union and the 
constitution of the United States. If it be held that by editorial review of 
the suit and the injunction we have violated the order of the court, we say 
first, that we are not conscious of so doing, and second, that in discussing 
the suit and injunction, so have many eminently respectable newspapers 
and magazines and we were, therefore, in good company. 

We obeyed the terms of the injunction and removed the Van Cleave 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company of St. Louis from the ‘‘We Don’t 
Patronize List’’ published in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. What else 
would the court have us do? 

As a regular publication are we to be prohibited from publishing the 
news of the day simply because our Federation or its officers are concerned 
in the news? 

Are we to be an exception from all other publications and deprived of 
the expression of views and comments upon a case pending in the courts 
simply because we are parties interested in its adjudication? 

On the rostrum and lecture platform are we to be estopped from 
referring to and reviewing a cause involving the fundamental guarantees 
of the liberty of speech and of the press? 

What hope can our people entertain for reform at the hands of the 
law-making bodies for any evil unless the freedom of the press and of 
speech be maintained at all hazards? 

We can not bring ourselves to believe that the court will hold that we 
have been in contempt of its order. To so hold would indeed be the 
severest blow to freedom of the press and freedom of speech, and the sooner 
the country shall definitely know it the better.’’ 

The taking of testimony by the Buck’s Stove and Range Company’s 
attorneys before the Commissioner began Thursday evening, September 
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10th, and continued Friday, all day and evening Saturday, and the follow- 
ing day. The defendants and the attorneys for both sides were present at 
all these hearings. They continued with slight interruption until Friday, 
September 18th, at 12.30, when the proceedings came to a sudden halt. 
There was a wide range of questioning, the introduction of exhibits was 
voluminous, far beyond the limits cited in the petition. 

Messrs. Mitchell and Morrison had already testified. Mr. Gompers had 
been upon the witness stand for nearly three days when counsel for the 
Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Company undertook to question Mr. 
Gompers relative to matters which appeared in the September (1908) issue 
of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, such as the publication of the petition 
upon which the contempt proceedings were being heard, the publication 
of opinions from those who contributed to the symposium on Labor's Polit- 
ical Duty, and portions of Mr. Gompers’ editorial entitled ‘‘Some Reflec- 
tions for Labor Day, 1908.’’ Mr. Gompers refused to answer these 
questions upon several grounds, some of them being that the matter in 
question was published after the petition upon which these proceedings 
were had, was presented tothe court and that the petition did not and could 
not include events, incidents and acts subsequent to its filing; that the de- 
fendants not having been charged in the petition with thcse matters, they 
could not be put on their defense, in regard to them, and further, that so 
far as the editorial utterances were concerned they did not come under the 
contempt proceedings since the constitution of the United States guarantees 
the right of free press. 

The refusal of Mr. Gompers to answer these questions was certified to 
and presented to the court to determine whether or not he should be com- 
pelled to answer. Judge Alton B. Parker appeared for the defendants and in 
his argument made a magnificent presentation of the fundamental principles 
involved. The court, however, declined to consider anything except the 
technical point involved and ruled that Mr. Gompers should answer the 
questions in the hearing before the commissioner and file an objection, if 
he so desired, and this would be considered by the court in the final deter- 
mination of the case. The hearings were resumed September 23d, and are 
being daily continued as we go to press. 

We mention this date specifically in order to indicate how we have been 
embarrassed in the performance of our duties to labor and the people gen- 
erally. Since the beginning of these hearings it has been almost impossible 
to attend to the ordinary and regular duties of our office, and our efforts to 
render any service in Labor’s campaign have been seriously interfered 
with. 

Were the questions by the counsel for the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company germane to the case we would enter no protest no matter how 
great the trouble. 

But the investigation goes back 10 or 12 years into the history of the 
American Federation of Labor—a time when the present case could not 
possibly have been involved. 

The counsel for the plaintiff spends day after day questioning as to 
the minutest detail of circulars, proceedings and editorials, which we freely 
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admit. Such questions add nothing to the facts of the case, but they do 
take up time. 

When objection is entered by the counsel of the American Federation 
of Labor as to the irrelevancy of all this matter, counsel for the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company asserts that he is ‘‘laying a foundation’’ for 
some mysterious thing which he expects to prove later—or retorts ‘‘ any- 
thing is relevant to show the ‘animus’ of these people.’’ 

The defendants (American Federation of Labor officials) have admitted 
the facts in regard to the things which are made the basis of these long 
drawn-out questionings. 

No matter how long the hearings last or what discomfort they cause, 
we can not truthfully testify that there has been any hostile animus in our 
exercise of the right of free press and free speech in relation to this 
injunction. 

It can readily be seen if the hearings are continued until November 
Oth, as they have been since September 9th, how seriously they will inter- 
fere with and prevent the performance of important duties during labor’s 
campaign, and probably even with the duties to the organization which we 
are required to perform in preparation for and during the Denver conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor which opens November 9th. 

We have already pointed out the unnecessarily wide range of investi- 
gation and introduction of extraneous matter which the Van Cleave Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company’s attorneys have injected into the hearing. So 
wide has been the range that it has seriously impeded the work of the 
officers and the employes at the headquarters of the American Federation 
of Labor, who are constantly required to produce data and reports, cover- 
ing almost the entire historic existence of the Federation since it was 
formed in 1881. These things can no more be associated with the pro- 
ceedings for contempt, than Judge Taft can escape from his injunction rec- 
ord, Senator Foraker exculpate himself from his Standard Oil certificates 
of deposit, or Uncle Joe Cannon assume the virtues of a political saint. 

We are accustomed to have the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST printed 
and on the news-stands the 24th of each month. The contempt proceedings 
have delayed us so that the magazine will be more than a week late this 
month. 

We repeat, that with all due respect to the court, it has been im- 
possible for us to see how we can comply with a// the terms of the injunc- 
tion issued by Justice Gould. As an instance, we quote part of the report 
which the President of the American Federation of Labor submitted to 
the Executive Council at its meeting at Washington, September 9~12, 
1908, inclusive. In it we said, and it applies equally to all the men of 
labor: 

‘*Your attention is especially called to a feature of the case of this 
contempt proceeding. If a// the provisions of the injunction are to be 
fully carried out—we shall be prohibited from giving or selling a copy 
of the proceedings of the Norfolk convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, or any copy of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the 





AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 857 


greater part of 1907 and 1908. Indeed we, as an Executive Council, will 
not be permitted to make a report upon this subject to the Denver 
convention. 

“If we are to be held literally and technically to all terms of the 
injunction, we are prohibited from referring to the case at all, either in 
our report to the convention or to others. Should a delegate to the con- 
vention ask the Executive Council what the status of the case is, or 
what disposition has been made of it we shall be compelled to remain silent. 
For one, I am unwilling to be placed in such a position. I have neither 
the inclination nor the intention of violating the order of the court, but I 
can not see how it is possible for us to hold up our heads as honest men 
and still refuse to give an accounting to our fellow-workers and to the 
public as to the status and outcome of this case.’’ 

The first amendment to the constitution of the United States provides 
that ‘‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances.’’ Surely if Congress has not 
the power to pass a law abridging the freedom of the press or the freedom 
of speech a judge should not be allowed by injunction to deny those 
rights. 

How is it possible for the working people of our country to take the 
necessary action to secure the redress of Labor’s grievances unless we can 
exercise our constitutional right of free speech and free press and free 
assemblage in every direction which is necessary? Vet, if the Executive 
Council is to be prohibited by this injunction from reporting upon this case 
to the Denver convention, Labor is certainly thereby denied the right of 
free speech. 

We have repeatedly and emphatically declared that it is not our 
purpose to violate the order of the court, but we can not consent to sur- 
render the constitutional right of editorial expression upon any subject. 
If a test is to" made in our case, we shall not flinch from its conse- 
quences. 

The right of free press and free speech has developed and become 
established through centuries of struggle for freedom. It has its basis in 
the fundamental guarantees of human liberty which were wisely wrought 
into our constitution. 

It ought not and must not be subject to the discretionary injunction 
of any court. 

If anything published is libelous or treasonable or susceptible of civil 
damages, then the government or those affected may proceed as the law 
provides and secure redress. 

Under martial law we can readily understand that the press is under 
censorship and that it may under such extraordinary circumstances be 
suppressed; but when we are living under civil law, no court has the right, 
whether by injunction or other process, to abolish the freedom of the press. 

If, through political connivance or plutocratic influences, the press of 
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the country fails to inform the people of the seriousness of the present 
proceedings and how this threatened invasion of the freedom of the press 
will eventually abolish that constitutionally guaranteed right, upon their 
heads be the responsibility. So far as we are concerned, not merely as 
a representative of Labor, but as a man and as a citizen, we shall not sur- 
render that right, come what may. 





Driven to desperation by their failure to deceive and cajole the toilers on 
BE CANDID, the industrial issues of this campaign, Mr. Taft and his 
GENTLEMEN— Supporters charge that the workers are endeavoring to 
EVASION AND secure ‘‘special legislation,’’ which will enable them to 
DECEPTION become, ‘‘a privileged class of wrongdoers.’’ Nothing 
USELESS. further from the truth has ever been uttered and the Re- 
publican politicians knowit. They are trying to deceive the people. 

The plain fact is that the workers have a/ready been most unjustly dis- 
criminated against by Congress and the courts. The toilers have already 
been shorn of more rights than any other class of people. The workers 
present campaign is for an executive and a congress which will see to it 
that their constitutional rights—gravely imperilled—shall be restored and 
safeguarded. 

The issues involved in this campaign are the most serious that have 
ever confronted the American people—not excepting that of chattel 
slavery—for unless Labor shall soon secure relief from the recent Supreme 
Court decision holding that unions are trusts and conspiracies under the 
Sherman anti-trust law (Danbury Hatters’ case), and unless the abuse of 
the injunction power by the courts shall soon be checked by Congress, 
then, indeed, will the toilers become industrial serfs, deprived of the privi- 
leges of free speech, free press, and public assemblage—aye, even of the 
right to make peaceful wage argeements with employers, for these have 
even been held by the Supreme Court to be the evidence of conspiracy. 

Mr. Taft in his speeches never alludes to this Supreme Court decision 
which holds labor unions as trusts, conspiracies, or combinations in illegal 
restraint of trade. He evidently hopes that the masses will remain in 
igaorance of the evils which threaten them when that decision is enforced. 
Indeed, the Hatters of Danbury, Conn., are now being sued for $240,000— 
triple damages—under that decision and the trial is in progress at this time. 

When Mr. Taft or his supporters refer to the injunction abuse, it is 
only to uphold the current perversion of fundamental principle which 
allows the courts to abuse the original intent of injunctions by applying 
them wrongfully in labor cases, when they would not apply to any other 
citizen in the entire country. Mr. Taft always UWefends his course as an 
injunction judge and declares that he has aided labor, not assailed its rights. 
Again he counts upon popular ignorance of the real issues involved. 

We must not for one moment forget that every utterance of Mr. Taft 
and his supporters upholds the unjust treatment by the courts and Con- 
gress under which labor is already suffering and under which it will suffer 
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more grievously as time goes on unless relieved by congressional act. There 
is no admission of error, no promise of reform on the part of Mr. Taft or 


his supporters. 

Mr. Van Cleave in his official organ, American /ndustries, in quoting 
Mr. Taft’s speech of acceptance, heads it: ‘“Taft Upholds Injunctions.’’ 

When we ask our fellow-workers to choose between the two great 
political parties, we ask them to remember that Mr. Taft and his party 
offer us no relief, yet they expect to be elected by the very workers who 
already suffer so keenly from the deprivation of their constitutional rights. 

Mr. Bryan, on the other hand, in addition to heartily and sympatheti- 
cally endorsing the platform of his party in regard to the labor planks, 
also discusses most frankly and courageously the issues involved and points 
out that the Democratic party proposes to remedy the wrongs under which 
labor suffers. Take, as an illustration, the following from his speech 


Labor Day: 

‘The labor organization has been seriously handicapped by the fact that it has 
been—and I am not sure that it has been done unwittingly—yoked up with the in- 
dustrial combinations known as trusts. The proneness of trust defenders to use the 
labor organization as an excuse for combinations in restraint of trade has aroused the 
suspicion that they have been classed together for the purpose of shielding the combi- 
nations of capital. 

‘*As the result of 18 years of anti-trust legislation, only one man has been given a 
penal sentence for violating the federal law on this subject, and that man was a member 
of a labor organization rather than a trust magnate. The laboring man is justified in his 
demand that a distinction shall be drawn between the labor organizations and the in- 
dustrial monopoly. 

‘‘The trust and the labor organization can not be described in the same language. 
The trust magnates have used their power to amass swollen fortunes, while no one 
will say that the labor organization has as yet secured for its members their share of 
the profits arising from their work. But there are fundamental differences. 

The trust is a combination of dollars; the labor organization is an association 
of human beings. 

In a trust a few men attempt to control the product of others; in a labor organiza- 
tion the members unite for the protection of that which is their own, namely, their 
own labor, which, being necessary to their existence, is a part of them. 

‘The trust deals with dead matter; the labor organization deals with life and with 
intellectual and moral forces. 

No impartial student of the subject will deny the right of the laboring man to 
exemption from the operation of the existing anti-trust law. 

‘The Republican convention did not deal candidly with the laboring men on the 
subject of the writ of injunction. Secretary Taft has endeavored to amend his plat- 
form in this respect and to make some promises, which are not supported by his plat- 
form, but his promises offer nothing substantial in the way of reform, and are not 
binding on Republican senators and members. The Republican Congress has already 
made a record on labor questions, and the Republican party can not escape from that 
record. 

‘“‘The Republican platform, while pretending to pledge some modification of the 
law contains an exception clause which endorses the existing practice. 

‘‘The platform was a triumph for those who have been opposing the laboring man, 
and they have been boasting of their victory. 

“The Democratic platform on this subject copies the language which the labor 
organizations submitted to the Republican and Democratic conventions. Mr. Taft, in 
his acceptance spzech, objects to the language. He charges that the Democratic anti- 
injunction plank was ‘loosely drawn’ and framed for ‘the especial purpose of rendering 
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it susceptible to one interpretation by one set of men, and a diametrically opposite in- 
terpretation by another.’ As Mr. Taft has had long experience on the bench, and is 
therefore skilled in the interpretation of language, I ask him to give us, if he can, two 
opposite interpretations of thislanguage. The plank demands that ‘all parties to all 
judicial proceedings shall be treated with rigid impartiality.’ Surely he can not find 
two interpretations to the phrase ‘rigid impartiality.’ 

‘Speaking of industrial disputes, our platform declares that ‘injunctions shall not 
be issued in any cases in which injunctio1s would not issue if no industrial dispute 
were involved.’ How can that language be miscontrued or misinterpreted? If words 
mean anything that plank means that an industrial dispute shall not, in itself, be re- 
garded as a sufficient cause for an injunction. If an injunction issues in an industrial 
dispute it must be based upon acts which would justify an injunction if there were no 
industrial dispute involved. 

‘There is nothing ambiguous about it; there is nothing that can be misconstrued 
or misinterpreted, even by one desiring to find a double meaning. Why do the Repub- 
lican leaders attempt to read ambiguity into those words? Simply because they can 
not meet the proposition presented. Even Mr. Taft attempts to avoid the issue by say- 
ing that ‘no one has ever maintained that the fact that a dispute was industrial gave any 
basis for the issuing of an injunction in reference thereto.’ If it is true that no one now 
maintains that, then why find fault witk our platform on that subject? We ought to 
have no difficulty in securing the passage of a law in harmony with this plank.”’ 

Mr. Bryan then took up the question of jury trial in contempt cases, criticising 
Mr. Taft’s contention that such trials would hinder the court’s enforcement of its 
orders, saying: ‘‘ This would come under the head of ‘important, if true.’’’ Mr. Bryan, 
in further discussing the Democratic platform on the injunction issue, said that an act 
‘‘providing for trial by jury in cases of indirect contempt would have passed Congress 
and become a law long ago but for the fact that a few large corporate employers of labor 
have kept a lobby in Washington ever since, and have been able to coerce Congress into 
ignoring the laboring men’s plea.”’ 

“Mr. Taft is not an unbiased judge where the jury system is under consideration. 
He is not only known as the father of government by injunction, but he is preju- 
diced against the jury system. Every man is unconsciously influenced by his 
environment, and Mr. Taft’s long service upon the bench has led him to underrate 
the importance of the jury system. In his address to the students of Yale, entitled 
‘A Judge on the Bench,’ he shows a decided leaning toward an increase of the 
authority of the judge, and praises the procedure in the federal court at the 
expense of the other courts. 

“He (Taft) has fallen into the error of assuming that any improvement in the 
method of court procedure is an aé/ack upon the authority of the court. This is an 
ancient method of opposing reforms. 

“It is not a reflection upon the judge of a criminal court to say that he shall 
not decide upon the guilt of the accused. Our criminal courts are the better, not 
the worse, for the substitution of trial by jury. 

“It must be remembered, too, that in cases of contempt, the charge is a criminal 
one and that the punishment is by fine or imprisonment. All the reasons that apply to 
criminal cases apply to these cases of contempt, and the abuses to be removed 
by the proposed law are those that have growa up because of the increased 
teadeacy of the great cor)orations to use the writ of injunction to avoid the jury 
trial. 

‘While the laboring men have been the first to complain of this denial of the right 
of trial by jury in cases of contempt, it ought not to be considered wholly a labor ques- 
tion. The jury system is so essential to the administration of justice that the subject 
ought to appeal to all who make a study of the science of government. The jury system 
must be preserved, and we can not hope to preserve it if, for any reason or under any 
pretext, we permit any citizen to be denied the protection which it furnishes.”’ 


To return for a moment to Mr. Taft’s charge that the workers desire 
to become a ‘“‘ privileged class of wrongdoers’’ through special class 
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legislation, let us remind the public that there 7s most emphatically a 
‘‘privileged class of wrongdoers’’ in this countiy. This class is composed 
of big trusts and combinations. They have securcd all sorts of special 
privileges, franchises, and exemption throvgh class legislaticn. More 
than that, they have managed to defeat legislation which would regulate 
their activities within normal limits and keep thcm from preying on the 
people at large. 

The recent newspaper expose of Senator Foraker shows that he was 
‘‘retained’’ by a great trust and accepted many thousands of dollars since he 
has been in the Senate for obstructing and defeating any legislation which 
might be offered to curb the illegal practices of the trusts. One of the pub- 
lished letters—of which Senator Foraker admits the accuracy—calls his 
attention to the desirability of defeating a measure regulating trusts, which 
Senator Jones had introduced. That Senator Foraker did his work well for 
his trust employers is shown by the fact that the bill never emerged from 
committee. Senator Foraker admits that he was retained by the Standard 
Oil Trust while pretending at the same time to serve the fcople as United 
States Senator. His defense is that 7/ was not considered wrong to accept such 
service. 

The thing to which we especially call attention in this Foraker 
matter is, that it is evident to anybody possessed of average discernment 
that Mr. Foraker may not be the only Senator who accepts trust ‘‘retain- 
ers.’’ If he were, it would hardly be possible for him to ‘‘deliver the 
goods’’ so successfully year after year. It takes quite a number of Senators 
to defeat the will of the people, yet they have generally done it success- 
fully. We also point out the curious coincidence that, while the cor- 
porations have had little difficulty in securing immunity from restrictive 
legislation, the workers have been unable to secure anything in the way 
of just and protective legislation which would guard and defend the funda- 
mental rights of human liberty, primarily for themselves and generally for 
all the people. 

Unlike the great corporations, the toilers ask no immunity before the 
law. ‘They ask for no spacial privileges. They are law abiding, patriotic, 
and self-respecting citizens. They ask only that they be protected in the 
enjoyment of their natural and constitutional rights—that they shall not 
b2 mide the target of special court proceedings and decisions, which are 
never applied to any other class of people. 

Aye, even in the matter of injunction, Labor asks no exemption from 
its rightful application or from any other egua/ interpretation of existing law 

Labor only asks that if any workman be guilty of a violation of law, 
he be brought before the court, confronted by his accuser, and tried by a 
jury of his peers as any other person might be. 

We insist that the toiler be granted equal rights before the law regard- 
less of his position in society. 

The campaign utterances of Taft, Cannon, and even President Roose- 
velt all tend to delude the public into the belief that this is already the 
practice and the law, and that the workers have nothing of which to 
complain. 
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President Roosevelt, in a recent letter to Conrad Kohrs, a cattleman 
of Montana, says: 

If there is one body of men ‘more than another whose support I feel I have a 
right to challenge on behalf of Secretary Taft, it is the body of wage-workers of the 
country. 

Mr. Taft has been attacked because of the injunctions he delivered while on the 
bench. Jam content to resi his case on these very injunctions. 

He has incurred the bitter hostility of foolish and bigoted reactionaries by his 
frank criticism of the abuse of the power of injunction in labor disputes, and he is 
pledged to do all he can to put a stop to the abuses in the exercise of the power of 
injunction. 

As for the attack upon his injunctions in labor disputes, made while he was on 
the bench, I ask that the injunctions be carefully examined. 

No responsible organization would now hesitate to condemn the abuses against 
which Judge Taft’s injunctions were aimed. 


We regret exceedingly that President Roosevelt has attempted to 
defend or justify Judge Taft’s injunction record, or his speeches on the 
subject. It is particularly unfortunate that the President should have un- 
necessarily thrust himself into the campaign on the injunction issue. We 
should have preferred to accept his previous utterances on the injunction 
abuse. In his message to the last Congress President Roosevelt said: 

Instances of abuses in the granting of injunctions in labor disputes continue to 
occur, and the resentment in the minds of those who feel that their rights are being in- 
vaded and their liberty of action and of speech unwarrantably restrained continues 
likewise to grow. 


Yet, in the letter which we have just quoted, President Roosevelt 
takes an attitude from which we must respectfully, yet most emphatically, 
dissent. 

Very well, so are we content to rest Mr. Taft’s case on ‘his injunction 
history. Organized labor throuzhout the country has already declared 
overwhelmingly against Mr. Taft on that very point. He is known as ‘‘the 
injunction standard bearer.’’ His history as the promoter of the abuse of 
the injunction power is too well known to need recounting at this time. 
But it may not be amiss to call attention here to the fact that Justice Gould 
of the District of Columbia, in issuing the injunction of the Van Cleave 
Buck’s Stove and Range Co. against the officers of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, its affiliated organizations, and their members, stated in his 
opinion accompanying the injunction that it was dased upon the precedents 
furnished by Judge Taft’ s injunctions. 

This Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range injunction is an invasion 
of the right of free press and free speech. For their temerity in upholding 
these constitutional rights President Gompers, Secretary Morrison, and 
Vice-President John Mitchell, of the American Federation of Labor, are 
now haled before the court in contempt proceedings to ‘‘show cause’’ why 
they should not be sent to jail for this exercise of constitutional rights, 
which are alleged by Mr. Van Cleave to be in violation of the injunction 
and hence in contempt of court. 

This very case has its origin in the fact that Republican Congresses 
have steadily refused to remedy the abuse of the injunction in labor cases. 
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And neither the Republican party or its candidate, Mr. Taft, declare for or 
promise any relief. 

Mr. Taft has never done other than uphold and defend injunction 
abuses. He has never in any public utterance intimated that he would 
favor the enactment of Labor’s measure (Pearre Bill, H. R. No. 94) to 
limit and define the injunction power. Until he does that it will not be of 
much avail for President Roosevelt to say pleasant things about him to the 
wage-workers. 

We respectfully inform President Roosevelt that he is mistaken when 
he says, ‘‘no responsible organization would hesitate to condemn the abuses 
against which Judge Taft’s injunctions were aimed.’’ Zhe exact contrary 
is the fact. Not one responsible organization (unless Van Cleave’s organ- 
ization is so regarded) can be found to endorse Judge Taft’s injunctions. 

President Roosevelt and Judge Taft and the latter’s adherents talk 
vaguely about the remedy for the injunction abuse, when they admit that 
there is any abuse at all. But they go no further than to repeat 
what the Republican party platform declares—that is, that they favor a 
hearing or notice to both parties concerned, but not even that notice to be 
given when so-called ‘‘irreparable injury’’ is implied or alleged. And it is 
not amiss to say that not one injunction has ever been petitioned for or 
granted by a court which does not claim irreparable injury about to be in- 
flicted. In other words, their declarations are in exact accord with and 
an endorsement of, the present practice and abuse of the injunction process. 

Take the qualifying terms Judge Taft used in discussing Labor in his 
speech of acceptance. He hypothetically justifies the injunction which the 
Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Company has secured against the A meri- 
can Federation of Labor, its officers, affiliated organizations, and the great 
rank and file of labor. All that Judge Taft need to have done in his speech 
of acceptance to have made his position convincing upon that point was to 
have named the Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Company instead of 
the hypothetical third person, and the case would have been complete and 
his position made clear that even those who run may read. 

Indeed the very injunction aduse which President Roosevelt so severely 
attacked in his message to Congress above quoted had its beginnings in the 
injunctions issued by Judge Taft. 

And we ask, is it not a peculiar thing that theorists, academicians, and 
interested politicians declare that Judge Taft’s injunctions are fair, that they 
can be endured and need little, if any, modification by law, while, on the 
other hand, the men of labor with their experience and the sufferings which 
they have endured by reason of Judge Taft’s injunctions, attack and de- 
nounce them and insist upon remedial legislation? 

No, it is not strange. The first-mentioned class can afford to live 
under the present practice inaugurated by Judge Taft’s injunctions. They 
can defer relief until eternity. // does not affect them; but the workers have 
endured the wrongs long enough and insist upon remedial legislation, not 
at some future time, but zow, and propose to take the necessary action in 
this campaign to achieve that end. 

The Republican party and its candidate for President endorse the abuse 
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of the injunction process and only promise to put a few patches on the method 
administering the abuse. 

Thank you, gentlemen; Labor is not looking for a sugar coating to the 
sawdust pill. It declines the injunction quack prescription, which would 
intensify the malady. Judge Taft’s Republican party platform’s prescribed 
cure is worse than the disease itself. It will surely make the situation 
only more acute and intolerable. 

The doing of a wrong does not become right because notice is given 
that the wrong will be done. 

Labor is not partisan. It is neither Repvblican nor Vemocratic nor 
does it owe allegiance to any other political party. It is today, and pro- 
poses to continue, absolutely independent from party domination; yet in 
this campaign Labor realizes that the Republican party and its candidate 
stands committed against the relief and the justice which it must have. ‘The 

emocratic party and its candidate has openly and courageously made 
Labor’s demands its own. The toilers of America and the thinking, 
sympathetic, liberty-loving citizens of our country will have no hesitancy 
in making their choice. 

Mr. Taft, the Republican candidate, has endorsed and accentuated his 
party’s repudiation of Labor’s just demands. 

Mr. Bryan, the candidate of the Democratic party, has fully endorsed 
Labor’s demands. Workers, choose between them. 


We now call upon the workers of our common country to 
Stand faithfully by our friends, 

Oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be 
Candidates for President, 

For Congress, or other offices, whether 

Executive, legislative, or judicial. 





An alarm has been sent out from Republican headquarters warning the r 

party workers that they are in grave danger of 
CONGRESSIONAL losing their majority in the forthcoming congres- 
RESPONSIBILITY ; . . . . 
ANDLABOR'’SDUTY. “02a! election. Considering the aggressively hos- 

tile attitude of the present Republican Congress 
toward labor’s just demands we can not profess any great sorrow should 
such a result occur. 

The toilers and their friends are carrying on a most active and intense 
and hopeful campaign for the defeat of their enemies and the election of 
their friends. Results are beginning to be apparent even in the nomina- 
tions. 

Among the congressmen who have already failed of renomination 
are Representative Jenkins of Wisconsin, who as chairman of the judi- 
ciary committee, bitterly opposed every measure asked to restore and 
protect the rights of labor; Representative Bannon of Ohio, also failed 
of renomination and he was on the judiciary committee. Representative 
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Haskins of Vermont, a member of the committee on labor was espe~ _ 
opposed to the eight hour bill and other labor measures and he was aot re- 
nominated. Representative Adam Bede was defeated in the nominating 
primaries in that rock-ribbed Republican state Minnesota ard that settles 
him. Congressman Tawney (Minn.), chairman of the appropriation com- 
mittee, came perilously near defeat for nomination, although he has 
heretofore always had big majorities. Congressman Hull (Iowa) barely 
scraped through for the nomination and is almost certain to te defeated in 
the election. Representative Burton of Delaware, failed of renomination. 
The majority was so badly cut in the Maine state elections this year that 
Littlefield would have been defeated had he run, so it is easy to see why 
he resigned in order to avoid the certainty which stared him in the face 
and the effect it would have on the later congressional elections in other 
states. Adam Bede is threatening to sue ‘‘genial” Uncle Joe for causing 
his defeat; he says if Speaker Cannon had kept quiet he would have 
pulled through. 

Many who sycceeded in getting the nomination for Congress will 
be defeated on election day. The energetic character of this campaign 
of the people for their rights is already spreading consternation. President 
Roosevelt publicly urges that Taft be elected and given a Republican 
Congress to carry out the same policies which have characterized the Repub- 
lican party toward Labor for the past seven years. 

There is no admission of the hostility of Congress to the workers in 
all these years and its neglect to safeguard their interests and protect 
their constitutional rights. 

Let us recall the treatment which the present Congress at its recent 
session gave to Labor’s just demands, and then let the toilers decide 
whether or not they want a repetition of such treatment. The Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor Legislative Committee, in its report (published 
in full in August AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST) made just after the adjourn- 
ment of the recent session of Congress, recounted the amendment to the 
House rules, engineered by Speaker Cannon, by which the majority were 
able to effectually block all consideration of labor legislation, preventing 
either consideration or a vote on any of our measures. The American 
Federation of Labor Legislative Committee says: 

In discussing this rule Representative Sherman, of New York (now Republican 
nominee for Vice-President), said, boastingly: ‘‘I tried to make clear the other day, 
Mr. Speaker, and I repeat now, that the Republican majority is anxious that the country 
should know that we are responsible for both what is and what is not done. I tried to 
make clear the other day that the Republican party in the United States is not seeking 
to avoid responsibility, but accepts full responsibility for all that is done, as well as for 
all that is not done."” Similar statements were frequently made with great gusto by 
Representative Payne, and on each occasion these statements were received with great 
applause by the Republicans of the House. 

It can not be doubted that a strong effort is being made to ‘‘deliver 
the labor vote’’ in certain quarters, and the effort is strictly and entirely 
on the part of those who desire to perpetuate the present party in power. 
There has been more or less criticism by corporation newspapers because 
the president and the Executive Council of the American Federation of 
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Labor presumed to advise the workers as to how their interests could be 
best protected in this campaign. It now becomes clear that this was 
mostly a howl of rage on the part of those who had always arrogated to 
themselves the task of advising the toilers how to vote. Party politicians 
were quick to see the danger to machine party politics if the wage-workers 
should allow themselves to be counseled with by their chosen representa- 
tives, and should awake to the fact that, by uniting for their own interests 
regirdless of partisan affiliations they could elect their friends and defeat 
their enemies. 

If there be any who doubt that the toilers—-organized and unorganized 
and their friends—have awakened to a perception of their real interests in 
this campaign, we would ask such to read the many pages (printed else- 
where in this issue) of indorsement of the American Federation of Labor 
political campaign from international unions, from city central labor bodies, 
state federations of labor, and local unions. We have space to print only 
a portion of all that we receive. Then read the editorial comments from 
the weekly labor press and from the official journals of international 
unions—to say nothing of the endorsement of the American Federation of 
Labor political campaign from fair manufacturers and business and profes- 
sional men. The September issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST bristled 
with endorsements, expressions of loyalty to Labor’s campaign and devoted 
co-operation. To read these enthusiastic endorsements is to realize that 
the toilers have awakened and are acting as a unit to protect their own in- 
terests in this campaign. 

It must be remembered that the members of the city central labor 
bodies and the local unions in various localities constitute the rank and 
file of the toilers. They are speaking for themselves. They are not even 
delegating the task to any representative. . 

It is most inspiring to read the thorough discussion by these bodies of 
workers of the planks of the Republican and Democratic platforms. The 
record of Congress is also discussed. When, under such circumstances, 
the workers with practical unanimity endorse the advice of the American 
Federation of Labor to support the Democratic party in this campaign, it 
becomes clear that the workers themselves are carrying on a mighty polit- 
ical movement. It is no longer a question of advice or leadership. The 
spontaneous and enthusiastic movement among the rank and file of wage- 
workers will gain impetus every day from now until election. If we failed 
to carry out their mandates we would be recreant to our duty. 

The toilers now understand thoroughly how they have been discrimi- 
nated against by unjust court decisions and they equally understand the 
hostility of the last session of Congress. Their fundamental rights as men 
are being denied. 

It is useless for anybody, aye, for even President Roosevelt, to appeal 
for the election of another Congress of that sort. Unless the will of the 
p2ople is thwarted by intimidation of the voters, we confidently expect to 
see a Congress elected pledged to enact into law the fundamental demands 
of labor for the preservation and restoration of its rights. 

The principal contentions which the workers of our country make on 
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the amendment to the Sherman anti-trust law and the abuse of injunctions 
are practically embodied in two bills which the recent session of Congress 
refused to enact— Wilson Bill, H. R. 20584, and the Pearre Bill, H. R. 94. 

The Wilson Bill provides for an amendment to the Sherman anti-trust 
law exempting labor unions and agricultural associations from being held 
under it as trusts, conspiracies, and illegal combinations in restraint of 
trade and penalized in threefold damages and by fine and imprisonment—that 
is, restoring to the law its original intent, that of restricting and punishing 
trusts for violation of law. Labor unions are not trusts and should not be 
classed and penalized as such. 

The Pearre Bill provides that the injunction power be so clearly de- 
fined and its limitations so stated that it will no longer be possible to abuse 
the injunction by its arbitrary application in labor disputes at the discre- 
tion of a judge and when an injunction would not otherwise apply. 

The principles involved in these two bills are already upon the statute 
books of Great Britain. The parliament of that country in December, 
1906, passed an act and it became a law, of which the following are the 
essential features: 

An act done in pursuance of an agreement or combination by two or more persons 
shall, if done in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute, not be actionable un- 
less the act, if done without any such agreement or combination, would be actionable. 

It shall be lawful for one or more persons, acting on their own behalf or on behalf 
of a trade union or of an individual employer or firm in contemplation or furtherance 
of atrade dispute, to attend at or near a house or place where a person resides or 
works or carries on business or happens to be, if they so attend merely for the purpose 
of peacefully obtaining or communicating information, or of peacefully persuading any 
person to work or abstain from working. 

An act done by a person in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute shall 
not be actionable on the ground only that it induces some other person to break a con- 
tract of employment or that it is an interference with thetrade, business, or employment 
of some other person, or with the right of some other person to dispose of his capital 
or his labor as he wills. 

An action against a trade union, whether of workmen or masters, or against any 
members or officials thereof on behalf of themselves and all other members of the trade 
union in respect of any tortious act alleged to have been committed by or on behalf of 
the trade union, shall not be entertained by any court. 

Nothing in this section shall affect the liability of the trustees of a trade union to 
be sued in the events provided for by the trades union act, 1871, section nine, except in 
respect of any tortious act committed by or on behalf of the union in contemplation or 
in furtherance of a trade dispute. 

The features of this British act passed within the past two years 
are what Labor demands at the hands of our Congress and what Labor 
asked both the Republican party at Chicago and the Democratic party 
at Denver to declare in their respective platforms. The Republican 
party scornfully refused. The Democratic party incorporated the demands 
in its platform and pledges itself to enact them into law if placed in 


power. 
The great rank and file, aye, the unorganized as well as the organ- 


ized, know how they have been made to suffer from the unjust discrimina- 
tion against them at the hands of Congress and the courts. They know, 
too, that the essential demands which labor has made upon Congress and 
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upon the political parties are not in furtherance of folitical partisan pur- 
poses, but in the interests and for the protection of the personal rights and 
freedom of the whole people. For these reasons— 


We now call upon the workers of our common country to 
Stand faithfully by our friends, 

Oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be 
Candidates for President, 

For Congress, or other offices, whether 

Executive, legislative, or judicial. 





In 1906 when Labor made an effort to secure the defeat of Congress- 
man Littlefield in the Second Congressional District of Maine, President 
Roosevelt wrote a letter saying that the severance of Mr. Littlefield’s serv- 
ices from Congress would prove a calamity to the country. Now that Mr. 
Littlefield will no longer be in Congress, is it unfair to infer that the cal- 
amity is impending, since the country will be deprived of his valuable (?) 
services to that body? 

Wonder how many ‘‘calamities’’ our people will have to endure be- 
cause some congressmen hostile to the rights and interests of the masses 
will be told by their constituents to ‘‘stay at home?’’ 





Never in all the struggles of labor through the ages has the necessity for 


LABOR’'S organized and concentrated effort been so great as at 


ASPIRATIONS the present time. 
FOR HUMAN Organization, thorough and complete, obtains 


BROTHERHOOD. among all the forces of wealth and corporate power. 
Production is centralized and in the control of the pcweriul few. 

In a thorough and comprehensively organized and federated labor 
movement, united in aspiration, principle, and fact, lies the only hope of 
the toilers to resist the power, avarice, and tyranny of corporate wealth, 
and to safeguard the rights and secure the interests and promote the well- 
being of the workers—the wealth producers. 

The toilers can not expect that their rights and interests will be volun- 
tarily conceded by the industrial powers that be. Whatever improvements 
have come into the life of America’s workers have not been handed to 
them on silver platters. They have been achieved as the result of intelli- 
gent, persistent, and self-sacrificing organization and struggle on the part 
of the toilers themselves. 

Judging the present and the future by the past, resistance to oppression 
and improvement of conditions will depend entirely upon the workers them- 
selves; their better equipped and organized efforts and the persistency with 
which their demands are pressed home. 

In view of the present situation in which the toilers find themselves 
by reason of the large number of unemployed—due to artificially created 
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industrial stagnation brought about by the ‘‘Princes of Finance’’—court 
decisions designating labor unions as trusts and the vicious abuse of the 
injunction power; the constant effort of the ‘‘Captains of Industry”’ to take 
advantage of the toilers and impose wage reductions; aye, all the alertness 
and desire of labor’s opponents to force the toilers back and down—it is the 
all-important and imperative duty of labor more than ever to thoroughly 
organize and solidify its ranks. i 

In all the history of the world there has never been so great a una- 
nimity in sentiment and purpose among the toilers of a common lot and a 
common heritage as at this time, and this, too, whether they are organized 
or unoi ganized. 

Despite the wilful misrepresentation of its opponents there is neither 
desire nor purpose in the organized labor movement of our country to doa 
wrong or an injustice to any man or set of men in all the world. 

The toilers are daily becoming more conscious of their rights and 
urgently demand the advancement in the world’s affairs which is justly 
theirs. They are more grimly determined than ever before to attain their 
rights—this also regardless of whether or not they are union members. 
The union of labor is the vehicle of successful achievement, and this fact 
must be convincingly brought to the attention of the unorganized workers, 
that they may more efficiently aid and co-operate in the effort to give 
greater impetus and celerity to the attainment of Labor’s most laudable 


and noblest aspirations. 
It is incumbent upon the organized men of labor to continue with 


greater enthusiasm than ever before, the duty of organizing the yet un- 
organized workers; to go among them and, both by precept and practice, 
bring home to them the great truth that in the organized labor movement 
of our country we aim to make universal the gospel of justice, human 
liberty, and human brotherhood. 





Many invitations have been received at various times from the Educational 
INDUSTRIAL and Co-operative Farmers’ Union of America to Presi- 
ANDAGRICUL- dent Gompers to attend their national conventions. 
TURAL WORK- Such an invitation was submitted to the Executive Coun- 
ERS ALLIED. cil at its meeting early in the year, and the Council 
directed him to accept the invitation and attend the national convention of 
the Farmers’ Union at Fort Worth, Tex., September ist. 

Some newspapers, in commenting upon our attendance upon this con- 
vention, have insinuated that we foisted ourselves upon the farmers and 
sneeringly misrepresented the very important results of the visit. Early 
in the summer we received a letter from the officers of the Farmers’ 
Union saying: 

Brother Woodman tells us that you have finally made up your mind to accept our 


invitation and attend our national convention, September 1. The convention, as you 
know, is to be held in Fort Worth, and in the name of the Farmers’ National Union 
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we desire to tell you that we have always looked forward to a visit from you; that we 
have always felt that much good would come of a visit from you, and that we will do 
everything in our power to make your visit a pleasant one. 
We need you; we want you. 
We will do all in our power to make you know that we want you. 
D. J. NEILL, Pres. 
C. SmirH, Secy. 

In another part of this issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST we 
reprint the newspaper report of the address we made to the farmers on the 
occasion of our visit, and, as a result, the following resolutions were unani- 
mously and enthusiastically adopted by the Farmers’ Union Convention: 

‘*While it is true that the interests of the farmers can be largely fur- 
thered by legislation of the several states, yet, we are conscious of the fact 
that under our dual form of government and the large latitude given to 
laws by federal courts, we are constrained to recommend that our interests 
and rights demand that we should be fully alert regarding legislation by 
the United States Congress, as we have been and must continue to be re- 
garding legislation affecting farming interests of the various states. The 
interests of the farmers and of the industrial workers are not only 
closely allied, but they have been and can be further promoted by mu- 
tual assistance and co-operation nationally, as they have in the states; 
and we, therefore, recommend the following: 

Resolved, That a national legislative committee be created for the pur- 
pose of furthering such legislation that will protect and promote the rights 
and interests of the farmers and to prevent the enactment of legislation 
inimical to our interests. 

Resolved, That this convention of the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
operative Union of America hereby instructs its officers and legislative 
committee to co-operate with the American Federation of Labor along 
economic legislation and other lines of mutual benefit and advantage.”’ 

In the many years of our connection with the labor movement we have 
often been received with cordial, hearty, and fraternal appreciation, and 
have had our utterances approved at various gatherings, but it is not 
within our recollection that at any gathering was the feeling of earnest 
sympathy and co-operation more manifest than that accorded by the officers 
and delegates at the Farmers’ Union Convention at Fort Worth. 

The resolutions were adopted not apathetically, or as a matter of form 
or courtesy, but by a rising vote—enthusiastically and unanimously. 

The farmers resent any reference to their organization other than 
Farmers’ Union. ‘They are a union of interests, of hearts, of minds and 
grim determination to stand shoulder to shoulder with all other labor in 
the common struggle for justice, for right, and for freedom. 

The farmers would resent any attempt to emphasize the idea thattheir 
votes or political activities are to partake of a distinctly partisan character. 
But there is no doubt whatever that they are determined to stand with 
organized Labor, first, for their own interests, and second, to protect and 
advance the just demands which Labor makes upon Congress now and in 
the future. The importance of such united action can hardly be over- 
estimated. The results are certain to be beneficial to all the people. 
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The delegates to the Farmers’ Union Convention represented all parts 
of the country, and they will, united with the organized labor, not only 
demand at the hands of Congress the relief to which the workers in the 
field, the factory, the farm, the workshop, the mill, and mine are entitled, 
but they will make common cause to unite with the wealth producers to 
stand by the toilers’ friends and elect them, and to oppose the toilers’ 
enemies and defeat them, whether they be candidates for President, for 
Congress, or other offices, whether executive, legislative, or judicial. 

Long live the alliance between the agricultural and the industrial 
workers, and may its noble purposes inspire all to a greater effort, not only 
for their own rights but for all the people of our common country. 





Already the campaign of intimidation and coercion of workmen is in full 

swing by employers who hope to bulldoze their men 
INTIMIDATION into voting for Taft. We have scores of letters from 
AND COERCION - . E 
OF WORKMEN.  W0rkmen in all parts of the country calling attention 

to certain notices posted in factories and- shops threat- 
ening the men that ‘“‘if Bryan is elected the plant will close down indefi- 
nitely the day after election.’’ 

Other notices promise ‘‘if Taft is elected the plant will start up after 
election full time and keep going.’’ 

In addition to this intimidation is privately given by many firms to all 
employes that ‘‘if they vote for Bryan they will be discharged.’’ This 
attempt by threats and coercion to intimidate employes and prevent them 
from exercising their sacred right of casting their ballot according to their 
own judgment is not a new campaign dodge, but it is no less reprehensible 
for that reason. 

To threaten a man with loss of employment in order to influence his 
voting power is a heinous offense. No more dastardly form of coercion 
could be used than to threaten a man with the loss of his opportunity to 
earn a livelihood for himself and those dependent upon him. 

In some states a law has been passed making such an attempt punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment. This law should be rigidly enforced, and 
even where there is not a specific statute, means can be found to punish 
such practices, if those entrusted with the enforcement of the laws will 
but act. 

Governor Crothers, of Maryland, takes a stand in this matter of in- 
timidation of workmen that might well be copied by governors in other 
states. Complaint was made to him by workmen that the owner of the 
mill where they were employed had threatened if Bryan were elected the mill 
would be closed and the men thrown out of work. 

Governor Crothers says: 

As soon as the matter was reported to me, I directed the proper authorities in the 
county in question to makea rigid investigation. 

The registration and election law of Maryiand, in my judgment, makes ample 
provision for a case of this character. In chapter 122, acts of 1908, page 97, after ex- 
plaining that nothing must be written or printed on ‘‘pay envelopes’’ to influence em- 
ployes politically, the law says, ‘‘Or other threats, express or implied, intended or 
calculated to influence the political opinions or actions of his employes.” 
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This seems to me to be perfectly plain. It would be ridiculous for a law to imply 
that certain things written or printed would be wrong, butthat it would not be wrong 
to say practically the same thing. The case reported to me is, I think, amenable 
to the lawin question, and under this law the person or persons found guilty of violat- 
ing it could, I believe, be both fined and*imprisoned. 


A workman writes us from Honesdale, Pa: 

Republican manufacturers of Pennsylvania have notices posted up in nearly all 
their factories telling their workmen that if Taft and Sherman are elected the factories 
will continue to work full time and wages will be increased. Am employed in glass- 
cutting shop of T. B. Clark & Co., which employs 150 hands and it has this notice 
posted to try to bring the employes to vote for Taft and Sherman. Have been told by 
reliable persons that Clark in private conversation has told his friends that he is short 
of orders but that he intends to work overtime if necessary until after election to boom 
Taft and Sherman. If you remember the Republicans worked this same scheme among 
the miners of Indiana when Harrison was elected. At that time they posted notices 
saying that if Cleveland were elected the mines would be shut down and thet the 
miners would face starvation. Cleveland was mo/ elected but Harrison was, and the 
mines did shut down and the citizens had to take up a collection for the miners of 
Harrison’s own state to keep starvation from their door. 


As another example of the systematic campaign of intimidation for 
workmen that is going on, we quote from the following letter which appeared 


in the daily press: 
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AUSTIN ENGINE Co., SECOND AVE. AND 8TH ST. 
BROOKLYN, N. Y., July, 25, 7908. 
NEw YorkK LEATHER BELTING Co., 
51 Beekman St., New York. 

GENTLEMEN: We have yours of July 22, offering us copies of cards posted in your 
factories, which you say read as follows: 

‘‘ Believing that the election of Taft and Sherman means a safe and progressive 
business administration, the day following their election we skall start this plant 
on ‘full time and keep going.’ ’’ 

Permit us to say we do not understand. Why have you stopped your factories? 
Why is the “‘full time and keep going’’ plan not now in operation? Why has there 
been any shutting down by you and the other members of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, the American Hardware Manufacturers’ Association, and the numerous 
other similar associations to which you say you belong? Did you notassureus that Mc- 
Kinley would insure a ‘‘full dinner pail’’ to all who desire to work? Was not this as- 
surance renewed when your several bodies endorsed Roosevelt and Fairbanks? Then 
what has emptied the dinner pail of millions of men who are willing to work? What 
more reliance can be placed on this assurance than on the others? If you were false 
prophets before, how do we know you will not be again? 

But why the closed factories? Why the idle mills? Why the unused freight cars? 
Why the maintenance of high prices in the fage of falling demand? Where the 
“abounding,’’ ‘‘marvelous,’’ “‘unparalleled,’’ ‘wonderful’? prosperity? Haven’t we 
had them uninterruptedly for 12 years? Haven’t the Republicans made the laws, state 
as well as national, and haven’t they been charged with their administration? Then 
what is the matter? If the laws are defective why haven’t they been altered? If de- 
fective now, were they not equally defective eight years and four years ago when you 
assured us “‘all is well,’’ and ‘‘leave well enough alone?”’ 

Where is the ‘‘abounding”’ prosperity? Wealth has certainly increased enormously, 
or at least prices have been boosted to a point that ought to satisfy the most avaricious. 
The fortunes of the few have become gigantic, bounded out of sight. 

Why the depression, why the blight? This ‘“‘marvelous” prosperity seems to have 
been wonderfully efficacious in keeping the toilers poor. This ‘‘unparalleled’’ pros- 
perity seems to have been monopolized by a few; they have gone on piling up millions, 
but the larders of the workers it now seems had accumulated nothing, so that they face 
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starvation as the reward for their part in producing ‘“‘abounding”’ prosperity. The 
bottom has dropped out of their ‘‘full dinner pail.”’ 
Finally, firmly believing in the fundamental democracy of American institutions, 
we have no more right to dictate how they should vote than they have to coerce us. 
Yours truly, AUSTIN ENGINE Co, 
By Rost. BAKER, Pres. 


It is a hopeful indication that some employers refuse to dictate to their 
workmen as to how they should cast their ballots, but all too many allow 
themselves to be drawn into the campaign of intimidation. 

Of what use is the ballot to the worker if he has not freedom to use it? 
The right to vote held subject to employers’ dictation is not a right at all. 
If workmen can not vote according to the dictates of their own conscience 
and judgment, then indeed they become serfs holding only proxies for their 
employers. 

We advise workmen everywhere to manfully resist these attempts to 
intimidate them. Any such attempt on the part of an employer is sufficient 
to warrant the fullest resentment and resistance from the workmen, even 
to the point of astrike. Sucha strike against coercion and intimidation 
and to maintain the freedom of the ballot would merit the support of every 
workman, every liberty-loving citizen. We say to the workers: ‘‘Do not 
for one moment allow yourselves to be threatened and coerced into voting 
against your interests or your principles. Employers will not really dare 
to carry out such athreat. They count upon the fears and ignorance of 
their workmen in this time of industrial depression. Assert yourselves, 
resist such threats, show yourselves to be free men. Vote to protect the 
rights and interests of the toilers.’’ 





In connection with our trip to the Fort Worth, Tex., convention of the 
CANNON, THE National Farmers’ Union, we delivered several ad- 
MEPHISTOPHELES' dresses at Dallas and Fort Worth, Tex., St. 
OF AMERICAN Louis, Chicago, and, on Labor Day, at Danville, 
POLITICS. Ill. 

In the Labor Day address in ‘‘Genial’’ Uncle Joe Cannon’s district, 
after discussing the meaning of Labor Day and presenting the position in 
which labor is now placed, and discussing the ‘issues involved in labor’s 
political duty of the hour, we recited Mr. Cannon’s hostile attitude to 
Labor, both as a Representative in Congress and as Speaker of the House. 
We said: 

‘‘Last evening, when I arrived in Danville, I was shown around the 
city and was very much impressed by what I saw. On every hand were 
evidences of the overpowering domination of Mr. Cannon. I saw Cannon’s 
bank on one corner, and Cannon’s bank on another corner, a Cannon bank 
in the city courthouse at another place, and then I was shown places upon 
which Cannon had mortgages or in whose business he was ‘interested.’ 

‘*This morning, during our parade, I saw several boys walking up and 
down, each of them carrying a signboard bearing the following inscription: 
‘Cannon whiskey, eight years old, sold in every saloon,’ and it was forcibly 
impressed upon my mind that the Hon. Joseph G. Cannon was not only the 
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Mephistopheles of American politics, but, in his own town of Danville, he 
dominated the banks, business, and booze. It recalled to me Tennyson’s 
famous poem, “The Charge of the Light Brigade.’ Just a little paraphrased 
it might apply thus: 

Cannon to the right of you, 

Cannon to the left of you, 

Cannon in front of you, 

Volleyed and thundered. 

Yours not to ask the reason why, 

Yours but to vote and die, 

Gallant six hundred—of Danville. 

“If, as you indicated by your votes at previous elections, you are 
so much in love with Mr. Cannon, you can not only gratify your own 
desires, but you can render the people of our country a great public service 
by keeping him home with you for all time.’’ 





Workers everywhere should be on their guard against the insidious 
attempts which will be made to defeat Labor’s campaign 
BEWARE! forits rights. No slander against your officers and friends 
MEN OF . , ot i . 
LABOR. will be too vile to be placed in circulation. Every scheme 
that malice and trickery can devise will be brought into 
play. We have been warned, and we believe it to be true, that the 
country will be flooded a few days before election with newspaper attacks 
and campaign literature making false and sensational attacks upon the 
officers of the American Federation of Labor and those who have promised 
to safeguard the interests of labor. This will be done to confuse and dis- 
tract the minds of the voters. As far as possible the worst of such attacks 
will be timed so that they can not be successfully answered before the vote 
is taken. Every union, every worker, every friend of Labor should be on 
guard against attacks of this sort. Consider the sources from which they come. 
Remember the object which they aim to accomplish. Never before was Labor 
so alert to vote for its own rights and interest. Never before were its op- 
ponents so desperately determined to divide and disrupt the workers and 
defeat their effort in this campaign. 

If the workers will but remember that those who have been their tried 
and true friends and advisers for years are not likely to prove false to them 
in their hour of need. If the workers will but stand together for their own 
interests all such efforts will prove fruitless. This is a time that tries men’s 
souls. Workers, be true to yourselves, and do not allow yourselves to be 
fooled and led astray even by those enemies who, falsely masquerading as 
friends, would first disrupt your forces and then reduce you to serfdom. 
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BRITISH SOCIALIST’S VIEW. 


LABOR’S POLITICAL DUTY IN THE UNITED STATES AT 
THIS CRUCIAL TIME. 


OFF NEWFOUNDLAND, ON BOARD STEAMSHIP 
R. M. S. ‘‘CARMANIA,’’ 
September 24, 1908. 
SAMUEL GomPERS, Esq., 
President, American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: The vessel has been going through a fog for 
nearly 36 hours, half speed or less, fog whistle blowing, not a breath of 
air, everything dull and monotonous, and this condition necessarily gets 
people to think and to talk, and, asa result, we have been living over 
again and analyzing some of the incidents of our trip, and have called to 
mind some things that might otherwise not have been noticed, and which 
we now think of considerable importance. 

‘‘Tf I was in the States I should, as a Socialist, vote for Bryan, and I 
should do my best to get all others to do the same.’’ This was an expres- 
sion used by Pete Curran, the English Socialist, as a deliberate summing up 
of a conversation on the existing political situation in the United States. 
It was also a summing up of the reason for the success in the late general 
election in Great Britain, as well as for the legislation following thereon. 
This quoted expression from Pete Curran accurately sums up, not only 
what they consider as duty, but as policy. The discussion had been on 
the approaching election in the United States and on who ought to be 
elected. 

There is sitting in the House of Commons ove member elected on a 
Socialist platform, Kier Hardie, 31 members elected on the Labor party 
platform and 23 trade unionists elected mostly on the Liberal party plat- 
form, but some on the Conservative—55 in all. 

There was no division in the constituencies at the time of the election, 
nor has there been any in the House of Commons when the question was 
one purely in Labor’s interest. They vote together in the constituencies; 
they act together in the House. This is the reason for (1) their success at 
the polls, (2) their ability to crystallize into law the ideas that caused them 
to forget their difference of method and to bend all their energies to the 
end sought. 

We had been expressing some doubt as to what would be the attitude 
of the Socialists in the United States when Pete Curran gave expression to 
the words which we have quoted. 
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The question of the regularity by which bye-elections went in favor of 
the Conservatives came up later in this discussion, and the opinion seemed 
to be general that there was no issue of sufficient interest to the workers to 
call out the fullrvote, or anything: like the earnestness which had been the 
special feature in the general election. Another member of the party 
ummed it up as follows: ‘‘It isn’t what you have, but what you seek, that 
scalls out the enthusiasm of the people.’’ 

Thinking that you might be interested just now in this particular 
phase of the English labor movement, we send you this with our kindest 
wishes, and our earnest hope for success. 

Fraternally yours, ANDREW FURUSETH, 
JAs. J. CREAMER, 
American Federation of Labor Fraternal Delegates to 
British Trade Union Congress. 








THE STRIKE AT THE BALLOT-BOX. 


In a powerful strike we’ll soon engage 

Where Judge and injunction can not prevail; 
Striking men of every craft, 

Be sure that you strike upon the right nail; 
Don’t be this or don’t be that 

Because you inherited it of your kin; 
God and home pleads for just action, 

If you have never thought it’s time to begin. 





Let it be a peaceful strike 
Of men in line from sea to sea, 
O’blistered hands and sweaty brow; 
Do present conditions satisfy thee? 
No matter where our fathers fought 
Let us be men as they; 
Let us vote without party pride 
When the strike comes on election day. 


Come, ye striking sons of toil, 

Don’t sell that vote on election day; 
Get in line with the rank and file 

And strike for yourself without delay. 
Remember he who buys the vote 

Would grind you flesh and bone; 
The man who sells this liberty 
Would sell his wife, his child, his home. 

—RvussEL R. Dory. 
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
UNCLE JOE CANNON—THE MEPHISTOPHELES OF AMERICAN POLITICS. 
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LABOR MAKES ITS CHOICE. 


Endorsements of the A. F. of L. Political Campaign by International 
Unions, State Federations, Central Labor Bodies, Local 
Unions, and Official Labor Press. 


International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Seplember 4, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

I received the circular letters relative to the 
position assumed by the A. F. of L. towards the 
two great political parties of our country, and wish 
to say that I am heartily in accord with the posi- 
tion. 

I have watched for the past few years with great 
interest your political attitude, and I can not help 
but admire it because I believe you have led the 
organized wage-earners of our country slowly but 
surely to the position where they realize they 
must ‘‘hang together or hang separately,’’ polit- 
ically. 

There are no organizations or men who have 
suffered more from the misuse of the injunction 
by the federal courts than the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the men 
of that craft. 

I personally intend to doall in my power tosup- 
port our friends and defeat our enemies politically, 
realizing that if our friends are successful the Van 
Cleavites will not be able to resort to the injunc- 
tion in their efforts to disrupt the great movement 
that has done so much to better the conditions of 
the wage-earners of our country. 

I have noticed the rantings of some who have 
been quoted by ‘‘the interests’’ against you, but 
rest assured that the earnest men in responsible 
positions in the labor movement, as well as the 
great rank and file, are enthusiastically with you. 

In conclusion I desire to congratulate the Ex 
ecutive Council on the position it has decided to 
assume in this coming campaign, and if my hum- 
ble.efforts will be of any assistance I am at your 
command. 

Enclosed please find my personal check for 
$10 to be used for campaign purposes, regretting 
exceedingly that I am not in a position to make it 
ten times that amount. 

With best wishes, I beg to remain, 

Fraternally yours, F. J. NCNULTY, 
Grand President. 





PITTSBURG, Pa., Aug. 78, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SiR: The political position you assume 
strikes me as entitling you to the confidence and 
respect of all conscientious workingmen. I ama 
Republican, but will support the Democrats at 


Here is where a stogiemaker 
W. H. RILEy, 
President. 


eoming election. 
will stand by you. 


Brushmakers’ International Union. 


PHILADELPHIA, September 5, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F.of L: 

I endorse the A. F. of L. plan of campaign un- 
qualifiedly. Brother Gompers, we, in the move- 
ment, ask you to pay no attention tothe knockers, 
as I believe these things will all come home to 
plague the authors. 

Assuring you of my hearty co-operation, and 
holding you in high esteem, I am, 

Yours fraternally, JoHN M. McELroy. 


Convention of United Garment Workers of America. 
Mr. SAMUEL GomPERs, President. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: Considering the most 
unfair attacks upon yourself recently, by a sec- 
tion of the public press, our Executive Board felt 
it would be failing its duty, if it did not support 
you at this particular period. 

In keeping with this view, the following resolu- 
tion was offered to our convention and adopted by 
a rising, unanimous vote amid applause: 

WHEREAS, In view of the explicit and continu- 
ous instructions to Samuel Gompers, President of 
the A. F. of L., by the various conventions of that 
body, with which this organization is affiliated, 
instructing said President Gompers to take certain 
action along the lines of securing the best repre- 
sentation in the legislative halls of the United 
States, by such men who favor the wage-earners of 
this country; and 

WHEREAS, As a result of said action of President 
Gompers a section of the public press is publish- 
ing and circulating certain matter with the object 
in view of lessening the influence of the president 
of the A. F. of L., statements that President 
Gompers has outlived his usefulness in the labor 
movement, and that he be replaced by another; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this, the 15th convention of the 
United Garment Workers of America assembled at 
Milwaukee, does hereby pledgeits loyal support and 
confidence in Samuel Gompers as a labor leacer, 
and as the president of the A. F. of L. and thata 
copy of this resolution be spread on the minutes 
of this convention and a copy be sent both to the 
associated press and to President Gompers. 

Fraternally yours, B. A. LARGER, 

General Secretary, United Garment Workers 

of America, 
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Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Sepi. 2, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: It is with pleasure 
that I note in the September issue of the AMERI- 
CAN FEDERATIONIST that the most prominent 
members and leaders of organized labor through- 
out the country are endorsing the stand taken by 
the Executive Council on the platforms of the two 
great political parties. 

I thought it might be well, by way of encourage- 
ment, to assure you that I heartily approve of the 
stand that has been taken. 

Fraternally yours, 


International A iati 





J. J. MCNAMARA, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Retail Clerks’ International Protective Association. 


DENVER, COLO., August 24, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, /resident. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: It is with great 
pleasure that I advise you that the Colorado State 
Federation of Labor at its recent state convention 
* endorsed most heartily your political stand and 
your efforts in the interest of the working people 
of America. 

Fraternally yours, Max MorrIs, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Ceramic, Mosaic, and Encaustic Tile Layers and{Helpers’ 
International Union. 


ALLEGHENY, Pa., Sept. 7, 7908. 


Mr. SAMUEL GoMPERS, President. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: In connection with 
the present campaign I will say that I have always 
been a Republican and never voted any other 
ticket except the Republican ticket at national 
elections, but this fall I assure you that as far as 
my humble efforts will reach Mr. Bryan will get 
my full support. 

With best wishes to your worthy work, and 
trusting that you and your associates of the Ex- 
ecutive Council will be rewarded with success, 
which, after all, means but success for the wage- 
workers of this country, I remain, 

Fraternally, Jas. P. REYNOLDS, 
Gen. Secy. 


Street and Electric Railway Employes of America. 


Resolved, That we, the General Executive Board 
of the Amalgamated Association of Street and 
Electric Railway Employes of America, repre- 
senting the said association in meeting assembled, 
do hereby affirm that the policies pursued by the 
A. F. of L. are in direct accord with the mandates 
of and are the policies of labor as having been 
heretofore designed. 

Resolved, That we pledge our united support to 
the policies being pursued to the end that the un- 
questioned rights of labor to organize and conduct 
said organizations in the interest of labor, may be 
established and that the right of injunction may 
be specified by law to conform with the rights of 
citizens as established and guaranteed by the 
Declaration of Independence and federal consti- 
tution of the United States, and that the anti-trust 
laws may be so restricted as to conform to their 
originally designed purpose, that the freedom of 
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speech and of the press shall in no way be cur- 
tailed or the constitutional rights of citizens to 
unite in promoting their own welfare and the 
welfare of society shall in no way be abridged. 
Resolved, That we express our unbounded con- 
fidence in the integrity of President Samuel 
Gompers of the A. F. of L. as being a true and 
faithful director of the organized movement of the 
American wage-earners. 
C. O. Pratt, Chairman, 
W. D. Manon, /nternational President, 
REZUN ORR, /nternational Treasurer, 
EDWARD McMorrow, 
MAGNUS SINCLAIR, 
RICHARD CORNELIUS, 
Wo. B. FITZGERALD, 
BEN. COMMONS, 
FRED. Fay, 
D. S. FITZGERALD, 
General Executive Board. 
Attest: R. L. REEVEs, 
Secretary. 


United Mine Workers. 


Pottsville, Pa., September19 —The polit- 
ical policies of the A. F. of L. were indorsed 
today by delegates to the annual conven- 
tion of the ninth district, United Mine 
Workers of America, which closed its 
sessions today. It was decided to observe 
election day as a holiday. 


International Union of Steam Engineers. 


From the proceedings of steam engineers’ con- 
vention.—‘‘Taking into consideration the presi- 
dent’s report on this question, in all due respect 
tothe views of all, your committee wishes to state 
that the party, whichever one it may be, that has 
the courage to come out and place a plankin their 
platform that on the face of it, at all events, shows 
a tendency for the benefit of the workingman, and 
knowing, ‘as we do, that we have the power to 
elect or defeat any party that may exist, if only 
united. The only party, in the judgment of your 
committee, to support is the party endorsed by the 
A. F. of L.” 

Recommendation of the committee concurred in 
by the convention. 


Orange (N. J.) Federated Trades Council. 


August 20, 1908. 
DEAR Sir: The literature of recent date mailed 
to this body in regards to the labor planks adopted 
by the Democratic convention, etc., was received 
and so heartily approved of that I was instructed 
to write to you, requesting that you send this body 
as many copies as possible for distribution among 
the members of our locals. 
Trusting you will grant this body our request 
and favor, I remain, fraternally yours, 
ANDREW E. HAncs, Secy. 


Kingston (N. Y.) Central Trade and Labor Council. 
August 20, 1908. 
DEAR Sr: Atthe meeting of the Trade and Labor 
Council, of Kingston, your communication on the 
political movement was read. Jt was ratified by 
the Council. Yours very truly, 
H. H. BuckBEE, Secy. 








880 


Marquette (Mich.) Central Labor Union. 


The Central Labor Union has gone on record as 
endorsing President Gompers’, of the Federation of 
Labor, views as regards the Democratic platform. 
The members of the Central Labor Union believe 
with President Gompers that there is more in the 
Denver structure on which a workingman can 
stand than is offered in the Chicago platform.— 
Daily Chronicle. 


Trades Assembly, Watertown, N. Y. 


The Trades Assembly of Watertown, repre- 
senting 1,500 members of various labor unions, 
has adopted resolutions endorsing William J. 
Bryan and platform of the Democratic party and 
attacking the platform of the Republican party in 
= coming presidential elec ion.—Carthage Tri- 

une. 


Buffalo Building Trades. 


Delegates of the building trades department of 
organized labor, representing 8,000 members, 
unanimously voted in favor of supporting Presi- 
dent Gompers of the A. F. of L. in his political 
policy.—Buffalo Enquirer. 


Cincinnati Central Labor Council. 


Central labor council endorsed the circular 
letter sent to trades unionists by Samuel Gompers, 
president of the A. F. of L. Gompers’ letter re- 
views the platform of the Republican and Demo- 
cratic party, declaring the former favors corporate 
interest, while the other endorses labor’s demands 
and makes a pledge to carry them into effect.— 
Cincinnati fost. 


Binghampton (N. Y.) Central Labor Union. 


With nota dissenting vote the central labor 
union voted to endorse the action of President 
Samuel Gompers and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. in matters political and to vote for 
the party and its candidates who will uphold 
best the interest of labor.— The Republican. 


District Council of Philadelphia and Vicinity, United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Sepiember 8, 1908. 
Resolved, That this district council in regular 
session does hereby endorse the action of President 
Gompers, of the A. F. of L., in his action at 
Chicago, and owing to the action of the rules 
committee of the Republican party in giving the 
representatives of organized labor the ‘cold 
shoulder’’ in favor of one Mr. Van Cleave, presi- 
dent of the manufacturers’ association, be it 
further 
Resolved, That we, the district council of car- 
penters of Philadelphia, pledge ourselves to be 
good soldiers and obey the call of President 
Gompers. M. J. MCDERMOTT, 
District Secretary. 


Tyler (Tex.) Trade and Labor Assembly. 


Resolved, That the Tyler Trades and Labor As- 
sembly heartily endorse, approve, and thank our 
great president, Mr. Samuel Gompers, in his 
action taken toward the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties, and thatas the Democratic platform 
contains the plank union labor stands for, that we, 
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representing the A. F. of L. in this locality, de- 
clare to follow all of Mr. Gompers’ recommenda- 
tions. 


Louisville Federation of Labor. 
LOUISVILLE, Ky., Sept. 2, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: At a regular meeting 
of the Louisville Federation of Labor held on 
August 25th, the following resolutions were pre- 
sented and passed: 

Resolved, That we, the delegates of the Louis- 
ville Federation of Labor, commend the action o 
President Gompers and the Executive Council o 
the A. F.of L. in the stand they have taken in de- 
fense of the rights of labor; and, 

Resolved, That we endorse the labor plank of 
the platform adopted at the Denver convention; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, That we condemn the unjust attitude 
of certain judges of the courts in their unfair and 
unjust decisions rendered against the members of 
organized labor and pledge ourselves to render any 
assistance in our power to carry out the policy as 
outlined by the Executive Council of the A. F. of 
lL. in their effort to obtain justice for organized 
labor and theworkingmen in general in the com - 
ing campaign. HERMAN CHRISTEN, 

RICHARD BENNETT. 
C. Louis BoHN. 


Central Trades A bly, St. Augusti Fla. 
St. AUGUSTINE, FLA., Aug. 75, 7908. 
Hon. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: At the meeting of the 
central labor body last night we unanimously up- 
held the Democratic platform, and also we con- 
demned the Independent party. 

Fraternally yours, JoHN H. PoMar. 
Secretary. 





Providence (R. I.) Central Federated Union. 

PROVIDENCE, Aug. 77.—The Providence Central 
Federated Union endorsed the anti-injunction 
plank of the Democratic platform, and this gave 
evidence that the labor vote represented in the 
council will support the Democratic national 
ticket. The action was taken at a meeting of the 
council, which was attended by 86 delegates from 
the local labor unions and presided over by Thomas 
F. Gamble, president of the union. Charles Malpas 
officiated as secretary. The anti injunction plank 
was the sole topic of discussion. 


Brooklyn Central Labor Union. 
BROOKLYN, N. Y., Aug. 22, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GomPERS, President. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: At our regular meet- 
ing, held August 16th, the communication signed 
by the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. setting 
forth the attitude of the A. F. of L. in regard to 
the issues affecting Labor in this campaign was 
received and read. 

After a full and free discussion, the following 
resolution offered by Brother Flaherty of the 
musicians and seconded by Brother Phillips of the 
hatters, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the political action of the Exec- 
utive Council of the A. F. of L. be endorsed by 
this body. 
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Trades Assembly, Schenectady, N. Y. 

SCHENECTADY, N. Y., Aug. 27.—At a meeting 
of the trades assembly held last eventing, it was 
yoted to send a delegate to the annual convention 
of the state federation at Rochester, and after 
several ballots Mr. Horan was chosen unani- 
mously. He was instructed to carry out the 
political policy of the A. F. of L. 


Binghamton (N. Y.) Central Labor Union. 
August 27, 1908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: The following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted at the meeting of 
Binghamton Central Labor Union, held August 
19, 1908: 

Resolved, That the Central Labor Union of this 
city and vicinity does endorse the political action 
of President Samuel Gompers and the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. as outlined in the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST; 

Resolved, That we call upon the workers of this 
state, county, city and vicinity to stand faithfully 
by our friends, oppose and defeat those who have 
ignored labor’s demands, whether they be candi- 
dates for president, for Congress or others offices, 
whether executive, legislative or judicial. 


Baltimore Central Federation of Labor. 
BALTIMORE, MD., Sept. 72, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: The Executive Coun- 
cil’s stand including that of your worthy self in 
the present national political campaign was unani- 
mously endorsed by our body and it concurred 
in your endorsement of the Democratic platform. 

Yours fraternally, Jos. MCGREGOR, 
Secretary. 


Sioux City (la.) Trades and Labor Assembly. 
Sroux City, Ia., Sept. 70, 7908. 
PRESIDENT GOMPERS: 

This body endorsed the Executive Council's 
political program and voted practically unani- 
mously to stand by their action. My own organiza- 
tion, Sioua City Typographical Union, No. 180, 
also endorsed the A. F. of L. political action. 

R. E. SPERRY, 
Secretary. 


Stamford (Conn.) Central Labor Union. 
STAMFORD, Conn., Sepi. 74, 7908. 
Mr. SAM’L GOMPERS: 

Resolved, That the Central Labor Union of Stam- 
ford endorse the political action of President 
Gompers.and the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of lL. and that we pledge ourselves to render all 
the assistance in our power to carry out the polit- 
ical policies of the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of I. and that a copy of this resolution be sent to 
Sam’l Gompers to be printed in the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST. 

Yours fraternally, 
W. G. BENNETT. 
Secretary. 


Sioux City (lowa),Trades Assembly. 
The Sioux City Trades Assembly, at a meeting 
at Labor Temple, ordered appropriated the 
money which Gompers asked for to further the 
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campaign of organized labor. This means that 
the local trades assembly pledged itself to vote 
with that party which they think most nearly 
complies with the demands made by labor.—Sioux 
City Journal. 


Hudson County (N. J.) Central Labor Union. 

Aug. 27.—The Central Labor Union, of Hudson 
County, adopted by an overwhelming vote resolu- 
tions endorsing President Samuel Gompers and 
his political policies. 

This action places the Hudson County trades 
unionists in favor of the policies of the Federation 
and also carries with it financial assistance to the 
A. F. of L. officials in carrying out the program 
decided upon.—Hoboken Observer. 


Union County (N. J.) Trades Council. 

Sept. 3.—Union County Trades Council en- 
dorsed the recommendations from President 
Gompers, of the A. F. of L., in which the Demo- 
cratic party is advanced as the only hope of labor 
in the coming campaign.—Elizabeth 7imes. 


Brockton (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

Sept. 9.—The Central Labor Union of this city 
last evening endorsed the circular issued by Pres- 
ident Samuel Gompers, of the A. F. of L., in which 
circular President Gompers recites the treatment 
accorded to organized labor's plea for an anti- 
injunction plank by the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties and virtually supports William Jen- 
nings Bryan, Democratic nominee for President. — 
Brockton Enterprise. 


Olean (N. Y.) Trades and Labor Council. 

Aug. 27.—The local central labor body, the 
trades and labor council in session Jast night in 
trades and labor council hall, adopted resolutions 
endorsing the recommendation of Samuel Gompers 
and the Executive Board of the A. F. of L., to 
endorse the Democratic tickets in the coming 
election.—Olean Herald. 


Sacramento (Cal.) Federated Trades Council. 

Aug. 18.—‘‘Resolved, By the Sacramento Fed- 
erated Trades Council, that it gives its hearty 
endorsement to the plan of campaign as decided 
upon By the Executive Council of the A. F. of L.”’ 


New York City Central Federated Union. 

Aug. 30.—The Central Federated Union of New 
York City, adopted the following resolutions in 
addition to those adopted at the preceding meet- 
ing endorsing the A. F. of L. political policy: ™~~ 

Resolved, That we pledge our support to the 
president of the A. F. of L. and the Executive 
Board of the same by our votes to defeat the Re- 
publican party, which had been responsible for 
the drastic action taken against labor’s just de- 
mands. 

We pledge, further, our support to William Jen- 
nings Bryan and the Democratic party in*the 
coming election for protecting organized labor by 
inserting in their platform a labor.,recommenda- 
tion and pledging its support to the same. 


New Haven (Conn.) Trades Council. 
Aug. 22.—At the meeting of the trades council 
last evening the members unanimously adopted 
the national Democratic platform. 
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The unanimous action of the New Haven trades 
council means that labor in this city is to become 
actively engaged in furthering the cause of the 
Democratic party in this city. It means that all 
the organizers of labor throughout the country 
are to lend their efforts to help bring in votes for 
Bryan. 


Boston Central Labor Union. 


The following resolutions were adopted by the 
Boston Central Labor Union: 

“The national convention of the Republican 
party at Chicago refused to incorporate the 
demands of labor in its platform, and instead in- 
serted a plank on injunctions which endorses the 
existing abuse of the injunction as applied to labor 
disputes. 

The Democratic convention, at Denver, on the 
other hand, made labor’s demands a part of its 
platform. 

On the one hand we have a Republican Con- 
gress absolutely refusing to enact the demands of 
workers for right and equitabie legislation and 
boasting that it is willing to take the conse- 
quences. 

The Republican party definitely lines up with 
the corporate interests of the country and defies 
the people to help themselves. 

The Democratic party endorses labor’s demands 
and pledges itself to carry them into effect if it is 
putin power. Weearnestly ask you to make the 
choice which is in accordance with the best inter- 
ests of yourselves and all the people. If the men 
of labor and our friends fail to do their duty they 
will have to reckon with even a worse condition of 
affairs than now obtains. 

We urge the workers to take up this campaign 
with the utmost enthusiasm and energy. Scan 
every candidate’s record; study his party plat- 
form. Be not deceived by vague, unofficial, plaus- 
ible assurances of friendship. Let partisan affilia- 
tions be cast aside in the great struggle to 
preserve the rights and freedom not only of the 
working people but all the people. 

Already the campaign of lying and misrepre- 
sentation is in full swing. Labor’s attitude and 
that of its representatives is falsely stated. Wrong 
conclusions are purposely drawn in order to pur- 
posely mislead labor and its friends from the con- 
certed action which will tend to protect and pre- 
serve our industrial and civic rights. 

We now call upon the workers of our common 
country to stand faithfully by our friends, oppose 
and defeat our enemies, whether they be candi- 
dates for President, for Congress, or other offices, 
whether legislative, executive or judicial.’’— 
Worcester (Mass.) Labor News. 


Buffalo Trades and Labor Council. 

Aug. 28.—The United Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil ata largely attended meeting held in Council 
Hall, adopted by a vote of two hundred and 
twenty-three to two a resolution endorsing 
the political action of the A. F. of L. in 
favor of the injunction plank which was in- 
serted in the Democratic platform at Denver 
through the instrumentality of Samuel Gompers 
acting for and in behalf of organized labor. 

The United Trades and Labor Council represents 
30,000 men in and around Buffalo, who are affil- 
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iated with labor organizations. Each local sends 
delegates to the Council with instructions to rep. 
‘resent them in the general body on any question 
affecting their good and welfare. There were 
present last night 225 delegates representing thon. 
sands of workingmen in this city and their action 
in adopting the Gompers recommendations bya 
vote of two hundred and twenty-three to two is 
significant.—Buffalo Courier. 


Jamestown (N. Y.) Labor Council. 
Aug. 14.—The Jamestown Labor Council unani- 
mously adopted resolutions expressing confidence 
in Samuel Gompers, president of the A, F. of L. 


Utica (N. Y.) Trades Assembly. 

Aug. 12.—The following resolutions were 
adopted endorsing the A. F. of L. political policy: 

Be it, Resolved, That this trades assembly, in 
regular meeting assembled, approve of the action 
of the president and Executive Council of the A. 
F. of L. in furthering the resolutions adopted in 
the assembly at a protest meeting held in Labor 
Temple on April 28, 1908, to the exercise of our 
fullest political and industrial activities now and 
in the future to the end that we may aid in 
electing the official candidates for President of 
the United States, representatives in Congress, 
senators and such other executive, legislative and 
judicial candidates and officers as will safeguard 
and protect the common interests of wage-workers, 
as well as all of the people of our common country, 


Richmond (Va.) Central Trades Council. 

July 25.—The delegates of the Central Trades 
and Labor Council, representing about thirty-five 
unions of the city, indorsed the Denver platform, 
a the executive committee of the A. 

. of L. 


Worcester (Mass.) Central Labor Union. 

WHEREAS, The Denver convention of the Demo- 
cratic party has endorsed labor’s program to the 
entire satisfaction of President Gompers and mem- 
nen of the Executive Council of the A. F. of L.; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Since the convention President Gom- 
pers has expressed his personal approval of the 
platform —— by the convention, be it 

Resolved, That the Central Labor Union, of 
Worcester, Mass., and vicinity, hereby express its 
unbounded and unqualified confidence in the in- 
tegrity and the sincerity of the Federation’s presi- 
dent, and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting 
that the Central Labor Union goes on record as 
endorsing the political policy of the A. F. of L., 
and pledge it our undivided support. 


Seattle Central Labor Union. 
Sept. 16, 1908. 
SAML. GOMPERS: 

At the last regular meeting of the Central Labor 
Council of Seattle and vicinity, held on September 
16, 1908, a motion prevailed unanimously that it 
be the sense of this council that we endorse the 
political policy as outlined by the A. F. of L. 

Jas. R. HARRIS, 
Secretary, Central Labor Council 
of Seattle and Vicinity. 
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New Jersey State Federation of Labor. 

Trenton, N. J., August 18.—The State Federation 
of Labor at this afternoon’s session, adopted the 
resolution endorsing the policies of Samuel Gcm- 
pers.—Washington ost. 


Kansas State Federation of Labor. 

Resolved, That we endorse the efforts of the A. 
F. of L. in its endeavor to secure the endorsement 
of such plank in the platforms of the different 
political parties as would guarantee the enactment 
of laws that will afford ape to the laboring 
man in the exercise of the rights and liberties 
granted to him by the constitution of the United 
States; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Kansas State Federation of 
Labor most firmly and unequivocally favors the 
independent use of the ballot by the trades union- 
ist and workingman, united regardless of party, 
that we may elect men of our own ranks, or men 
who will pledge themselves to enact Jaws and ad- 
minister them along the lines laid down in the 
legislative demands of the A. F. of L. and at the 
same time secure an impartial judiciary that will 
not govern us by arbitrary injunctions of the 
courts, nor act as the pliant tool of corporate wealth. 


Union Labor State Central Committee of California. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., August 22, 7908. 
Resolution passed unanimously by the state cen- 
tral committee of the Union Labor party of Cali- 
fornia: Be it 
Resolved, That the Union Labor Party State 
Central Committee of the state of California heart- 
ily endorses the course, policy, and action of Pres- 
ident Samuel Gompers and his associate members 
of the Executive Council of the A. F. of L,. in 
pointing out to the wage-earners of our country 
the proper course for them to pursue in the coming 
presidential campaign, and the proper way to cast 
their votes on election day, in November next, in 
order that their constitutional rights and interests 
may be preserved. J. S. Parry, Secretary. 


Mass. State Branch A. F. of L. 
SOMERVILLE, Sep?. 75, 7908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, Esq. 

My DEAR Mr. GOMPERs: At a meeting of the 
executive hoard of Massachusetts State Branch, A. 
F. of L., the legislative committee and special 
committee of 18 appointed at a protest meeting 
held in Faneuil Hall last June, which joint meet- 
ing was held Sunday, Sept. 13th, your course in 
the present campaign was unanimously indorsed 
and measures outlined for carrying on a vigorous 
campaign in this state. 

Will you kindly forward as early as practicable 
such literature of any nature, special circulars, 
editorials from AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, forms 
for questioning candidates, or any matter that will 
guide us in giving you all possible co-operation. 
Mail to me at above address. 

We are going to win. 

With best wishes for yourself and the movement, 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
THOMAS M, NOLAN. 


Michigan State Federation of Labor. 


LANSING, MICcH., Sept. 17.—Seventy-five dele- 
gates attending the State Federation of Labor here, 
Vote: this afternoon for the adoption of the reso- 
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lution denouncing William H. Taft as an enemy 
of organized labor, and the Chicago platform ‘‘as 
a dangerous instrument.”’ 

A resolution adopted at the morning session of 
the Federation endorses ‘‘the action of the A. F. 
of L. and its President Samuel Gompers, and his 
fellow officers, in their opposition to the Republi- 
can platform and its nominee for President. 


Montana State Federation of Labor. 
HELENA, Mont., Sept. 20, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: The Montana Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention, endorsed you and 
your political campaign. 

Myself a Republican, I wish to say that I will 
from now until election advocate the election of 
Mr. Bryan and our Democratic candidate for Con- 
gress. HOWARD O. SMITH, 
Secretary, Montana State Federation of Labor. 


Maryland State Federation of Labor. 


BALTIMORE, MD., September 18, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GoMPERS, resident. 

My DEAR MR. GOMPERS: At the convention of 
the Baltimore State Federation of Labor, recently 
held at Hagerstown, Md., the following resolution 
was adopted: ' 

“That the State Federation of Labor endorses 
the action of President Gompers in his attitude 
towards the labor plank in the Democratic plat- 
form, and that we will do what we can to further 
the same. GEORGE M. HENDERSON, 

Financial Secretary, 
State Federation of Labor. 


Missouri State Federation of Labor. 


HANNIBAL, Mo., Sepiember 22, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

Missouri Federation of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled, adopted strong resolutions of confidence 
and sympathy for your noble fight. 

THOs J. SHERIDAN, 
President, Missouri Federation of Labor. 


New York State Federation of Labor. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., Sepi. 23, ’08. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

Convention Workingmens’ State Federation of 
New York endorses political policy and position 
of A. F.of L. Weare with you. 

HARRIS BaTEs, Secretary. 


Union Labor Advocate, official organ of the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor.—If anything more were 
needed to convict the Republican party of insin- 
cerity, it has been furnished in its refusal to insert 
in its platform the injunction ee presented by 
the representatives of organized labor. The doubt 
expressed . as to the wisdom of Taft’s se- 
lection is shared by every intelligent man who has 
heretofore voted the Republican ticket, and will 
prove one of the strongest factors in the election 
of Bryan and Kern. 


Union Advocate, Sioux City, lowa.—Much dis- 
tortion of the truth regarding the sentiment of the 
trades unionists in this political campaign is being 
indulged in by the metropolitan press. Scare heads 
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are being placed over the utterances of the most 
insignificant trades unionist if it is against the 
stand taken by the Executive Board ot the A. F. 
of L. But these deceits will not mislead any trades 
unionist who has the interests of the wage-earners 
at heart. Fully 90 per cent of organized labor will 
follow the leadership of their grand man, Gom- 
pers, and the Executive Board of the Federation, 
and with but few exceptions the labor papers are 
defending the stand taken by them and strongly 
advising their readers and members of labor unions 
to uphold the hands of their chosen leaders. 


Industrial Record, Denison, Texas. — Because 
President Gompers has seen fit to commend the 
Denver convention on account of its anti-injunc- 
ion plank, a howl has gone up from many sections, 
ome of the howling being inspired by the enemies 
Sof labor and a lot from Taft supporters. Certainly 
Mr. Gompers’ opinion should be listened to in 
——~je, to many whoare not of the laboring 
class. 


Industrial Banner, London, Ont.—We see that 
some trade unionists across the border say that 
Sammy Gompers can’t make them vote for Bryan, 
and one fool union went so far as to make 
Taft, the corporation candidate, a member of their 
organization. This latter action only proves that 
there is room for a foo!-killer in one particular 
labor organization to the south of us. If there is 
any doubt as to whom they are going to hustle for 
on the part of trade unionists, there is none in so 
far as Van Cleave and the union busters are con- 
cerned. In the July issue of American /ndustrtes, 
the organ of the National Manufacturers’ Associ- 
ation, the leading article is from the pen of the 
notorious Van Cleave himself and is entitled ‘‘The 
Business Men’s Vote,”’ and he calls forall the busi- 
ness interests of the United States and the banks 
and trusts and corporations to get behind Taft 
and help to bury Bryan so deep that he can never 
be resurrected. Cleavey says, in substance, that a 
victory for Bryan will mear the domination of 
labor, and if elected it would mean revolution and 
reaction. As far as Canadian trade unionists are 
concerned they hope to see Taft snowed under, 
for on this side of the line we can judge with un- 
prejudiced eyes. We opine that no better cam- 
paign literature could be used by Taft’s opponents 
than to reproduce this article of the arch union- 
buster and scatter it by millions among the work- 
ers of the United States. It makes it so plain that 
Taft, and Taft only, is the man that the trusts and 
corporations want elected, that controversy re- 
garding it would be illogical. If the trade unionists 
of the United States are alive to their own inter- 
ests they will do everything in their power to de- 
feat the injunction boss and relegate him to the 
political scrap-heap. Just imagine a union man 
who is opposed to the iniquitous injunction get- 
ting in line behind Van Cleave and his unholy 
alliance and voting for the champion injunction- 
ist. The union man who votes for Taft is voting 
for the candidate that Van Cleave and his gang 
want in the presidential chair. That’s the whole 
proposition in fact. 


Labor Advocate, Nashville, Tenn.—A vote for 
Taft by a union labor man is industrial suicide for 
the workingman.—Oklahoma State Labor News. 


Very good as far as it goes but it does not vo far 
enough. For instance what good would come of 
casting a vote against Taft and in favor of a man, 
whomsoever he be, who has no chance whatever 
of election this year or for many years to come? 
Bryan and Taft are the only men who stand even 
a ghost of a.show at this time. The man who 
votes for any other candidate than Bryan in No- 
vember, simply, in effect, casts a vote for Taft, the 
dyed-in-the-wool enemy of labor. Bryan has al- 
ways been friendly to labor, and his sympathy 
with organized labor is unquestioned. 


Labor Record, Kansas City.—While the daily 
papers are continually misquoting Samuel Gom- 
pers and have tried to make it appear that he has 
turned political boss and is dictating which way the 
union men shall vote, ‘he fact remains that Gom- 
pers is not now and never did attempt to dictate or 
deliver’ the union vole. Union men are too in- 
telligent, too independent, for any man to attempt 
to ‘‘deliver’’ them to any political party, and no 
man knows this better than does President Gom- 
pers of the A. F. of L_, than whom no greater or 
more respected labor leader ever lived. Mr. Gom- 
pers has devoted his life, his entire energies, to the 
cause of organized labor and is a man whose ad- 
vice is sought and appreciated by union men. Mr. 
Gompers never dictates, but advises when he 
thinks proper to doso. The fact that Gompers has 
advised union men to support Bryan in preference 
to Taft is responsible for the ill-advised criticism 
that Gompers is now receiving from the daily 
press The daily press and the interests want 
Taft elected and will use every fair and foul means 
to elect him, and will even lie to accomplish that 
end. But will they deceive the union men? Both 
Gompers and John Mitchell have advised union 
men to vote for Bryan. Do you think they are 
right, or will you listen to Parry-Post-Van Cleave 
& Co.? 


Wageworker, Lincoln, Neb. — The attempt of 
the administration organs to make it appear that 
Mr. Gompers is trying to ‘‘deliver’’ the labor vote 
would be amusing were it not so pitiable an 
evidence of political fear. Samuel Gompers has 
demonstrated his fitness as a leader and his ability 
as a constructionist. He has also demonstrated 
that he is possessed of diplomatic ability of a high 
order and a fund of common sense that has kept 
him out of a lot of possible trouble. 

Why shouldn’t Gompers, and every other union 
voter, support Bryan? Bryan has been their friend. 
He has fought their battles. He has made the 
strongest pleas in their behalf. He has appealed 
to the conscience of the nation and aroused it to 
a realizing sense that the men who produce are 
entitled to a fuller share of the product of their 
toil. He has demanded equal justice hetween them 
and their employers. He has demanded that they 
be given an equial chance before the courts of the 
land. Hisopponent belongs toa party that refused 
labor a hearing and laughed at its plea for justice. 
He has jailed union men for doing what they hada 
perfect right as citizens to do. 

All that Mr. Gompers has done is to urge union 
men to vote intelligently, and cease being the 
tools of designing politicians. And by exercising 
his intelligence, Mr. Gompers has come to set 
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that organized labor has an opportunity to ad- 
vance its own interests while helping a staunch 
friend by voting for William J. Bryan. 


Union Labor Advocate, Official Organ Chicago 
Federation of Labor.—Samuel Gompers requires 
no eulogy at our hands. A plain man of the peo- 
ple he has honored the more than 2,000,000 trades 
unionists who have for 20 years elected and 
re-elected him their president, by giving them 
honest and whole-hearted service. . He 
comes to us now, not as a hostile, paid press would 
have the public believe, as a political boss de- 
manding tribute—for the man w.th a union card 
in his pocket knows that the constitution of the 
A. F. cf L. like the constitution of the 
United States, guarantees full political liberty; 
but as our trusted friend and adviser, and 
implores us to vote against a political party which 
has the temerity to place a Taft at the head of its 
ticket. A lawyer would exclaim: ‘‘Gen- 
tlemen of the jury, we rest our case here.’’ And 
the case of the common people is now on trial be- 
fore the great jury of intelligent workingmen of 
this grand and glorious country which is being ex- 
ploited and impoverished by as daring and con- 
scienceless a set of rascals as ever conspired to- 
gether to rob and plunder the weak and helpless. 
Protected by a party which it knows, for it has 
made it, this band of buccaneers has grown so 
bold that it openly dares the people to interfere 
with its depredations; holding over them a menace 
of panic, the threat ofa stoppage of the wheels of 
industry, if its acts of plunder be interfered with. 
But the day of reckoning is at hand. Hungerand 
famine have no more terrors for a very large por- 
tion of the workingmen of the United States. 
They have suffered these since the panic beginning 
in October, 1907—and the end of which is not 
yet—and the wan, emaciated, hunger-suffering 
workingman who has strength enough remaining in 
November to carry him to the polls will not vote 
for a party self-convicted of bringing on this panic, 
and its standard-bearer, the man of infamous in- 
junction record—Taft, and his equally infamous 
ally, Van Cleave. 


Duluth Labor World.—The Republican leaders 
and their party organs throughout the country 
are trying hard to misrepresent Mr. Gompers, and 
prejudice his fellow-unionists against him in the 
present campaign. 

They know that he is an acknowledged leader 
in the labor movement, and that by exercising his 
intelligence and thoroughly informing himself on 
current political events, he can not consistently 
do otherwise than repudiate a party whose candi- 
date inaugurated the perversion of the injunction 
process in labor disputes, and whose legislators 
refused labor a hearing and laughed at its plea for 
relief against oppression. 

These are the things that are worrying the Re- 
publican managers and their subsidiary news- 
papers, and they very much fear that unless some- 
thing is done to discredit Mr. Gompers organized 
labor in this campaign will support the Democratic 
ticket, and thus protect its own interests and cease 
to be the tools of designing politicians. 


The Voter.—William Randolph Hearst also had 
a convention. He had it in Chicago. He came all 
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the way from Europe to foregather within the 
classic walls of Orchestra Hall, together with his 
managing editors and the bright young men from 
his publications from New York, Chicago, and 
San Francisco, who filled gaps in delegations 
from forty-four states and two territories, as re- 
corded by the ‘“‘credentials” committee. . . . 
Incidentally, Mr. Hearst nominated for President 
of these United Statesthe Hon. Thomas L, Hisgen 
of Massachusetts, deadly foe of Jchn D. Rocke- 
feller and trusts in general. For Vice-President, 
that original Graves man, Col. Jobn Temple 
Graves of Georgia, won the approval of Mr. 
Hearst, and Mr. Hearst’s convention approved the 
choice. . My prediction, after viewing the 
remarkable scenes which attended the first na- 
tional convention of the Independence party. is 
that the essential and paramount issue of its initial 
campaign is summarized in the phrase: ‘Get 
Bryan and get him hard.”’ 


Labor Advocate, Nashville, Tenn.—Somehow or 
other the falsehood was started that President 
Gompers had promised to ‘‘throw”’ the labor vote to 
Bryan. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr Gcmpers 
has very emphatically denied this absurd charge, 
some editors, both labor and non-labor, continue 
to circulate this club, which was so gladly seized 
by the Van Cleaves, Posts, and others of the 
‘‘union-busters.’’ The trouble with these editors 
is that they are mad because Mr. Gompers is not 
blockhead enough to swallow everything in the 
nature of advice which they have presumptuously 
offered him; and, since they are unable absolutely 
to control him, they think the next best thing is 
to destroy his hold upon the masses—and the 
means used to accomplish this end are not overly- 
modest in conception and birth. 


The Janitor, official magazine of Building Em- 
ployes’ Union, New York City.—Do never forget 
that all the attacks directed against Gompers by 
the enemy, are directed against the organized 
workmen for the purpose of hurting the labor 
movement. The enemy believes that if he could but 
break Gompers the backbone of the labor move- 
ment would be broken. Hence these vile attacks. 

The Artisan, official organ Holyoke and Spring- 
field (Mass.) Labor Unions.—A vote for Bryan 
is a slap at the injunction and the neglect of the 
Republican party to grant relief tothe working 

ople. They have had power but misused it or 
ailed to use it for good. Be a faithful trade union- 
ist and cast your vote for Bryan that you may 
make your rebuke effective and worth while. 


Labor Review, Leavenworth, Kans. — If any 
workingman desires to know on which side the 
contending forces of corporate capital and or- 
ganized labor have lined up, it might be well for 
them toconsider the fact that the president of the 
manufacturers’ association, Mr. Van Cleave, is 
announced in all the Republican papers as having 
“flayed Bryan.” 

The minds of men being somewhat short of 
memory, there may be some who have forgotten 
that on September 5, 1906, Mr. Taft went into 
Maine making speeches in defense of Congress- 
man Littlefield, then seeking re-election, and 
who was opposed by organized labor as a unit. 
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President Gompers led the fight against Littlefield, 
Taft led the fight in his defense. 





Paper and Pulp Makers’ Journal, Watertown, 
N. Y., official paper of the International Brother- 
hood of Paper and Pulp Makers.—The capitalistic 
press have both by assertion and cartoon tried to 
prejudice the wage-earner against President 
Gompers and the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. for the position they have taken in making 
the justifiable demands of labor an issue in the 
present political campaign. Partisan politics is a 
thing of the past for true union men who have no 
personal political aspiration, and if the party in 
power during the last session of Congress had 
given us the justifiable remedial legislation which 
we petitioned and prayed for we would be as 
liberal with our praise as we are now of our con- 
demnation. Our conscience and our knowledge of 
the facts will dictate our vote and we will vote 
pretty nearly united this trip and vote right. 





The Potters’ Herald, East Liverpool, Ohio, pub- 
lished by the National Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters.—No member of organized labor is bound 
to vote as Gompers or any other labor leader even 
advises. But a true and intelligent trades unionist 
will certainly give more consideration to the opin- 
ions and arguments of the leader of the American 
labor movement on those matters that concern 
labor than he will do to the politician whose prin- 
cipal concern is the triumph of his party. The 
members of organized labor are free to vote as 
they please. But we would warn them against 
falling victims to that subtle prejudice which the 
enemies of labor are trying to create by making it 
appear that Gompers is attempting to ‘‘dictate 
how labor shall vote.’’ 





Leather Workers’ Journal, Kansas City, official 
publication of the International United Brother- 
hood of Leather Workerson Horse Goods.—Labor’s 
representatives have chosen the Democratic plat- 
form and party as being the most fairly inclined 
towards labor’s demands in reference to the injunc- 
tion and the application of the Sherman anti-trust 
law. 





Retail Clerks’ International Advocate, Denver, 
published by the Retail Clerks’ International Pro- 
tective Association.—In this respect (injunction 
plank) the Democrats of the nation have taken a 
position so far in advance of that occupied by the 
Republicans that the latter may well be called 
laggards in the cause, if not traitors to the real in- 
terests of labor and the fundamental principles of 
the American nation. 





The Plasterer, New York, official organ of the 
Operative Plasterers’ International Association.— 
Our peerless leaders went to Chicago and appeared 
before the dominant party in convention assem- 
bled. The dominant party answered the working 
man’s appeal by nominating the original injunc- 
tion Bill (Bill Taft) as their standard bearer. 
Later our leaders appeared before the minority 

arty and made the same requests, the difference 
Gules that the minority party granted their re- 
uests. Now the battle has reduced itself toa fight 
of Bills, which might be deduced as follows: The 
original Bill, the injunction Bill, and the anti- 
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injunction Bill. It is now up to organized labor to 
take its choice. Which do you want? 





Shoe Workers’ Journal, Boston, published by 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union.—Why should 
any wage-worker vote for the Republican party's 
injunction-trust ticket on its platform of labor 
crucifixion? The party embraces in its member- 
ship nearly every thieving disciple of high finance 
whose efforts to rob the people produced the 
panic, and wage-earners do not accept lectures on 
good citizenship from such sources, nor do they 
accept the declarations of the Republican platform 
as meeting the needs of the workers. 





Weekly Bulletin of the Clothing Trades, New 
York, published by the General Executive Board, 
United Garment Workers of America.—It is not 
only from the Democratic platform, but from the 
general sentiment of its supporters that we in- 
cline to the belief that Democratic control of Con- 
gress and the presidency would be to advance the 
welfare of labor through a just protection of its 
rights. This is undoubtedly the ground on which 
President Gompers has given his support to the 
Democratic ticket. 





The Teamster, Indianapolis, official organ of 
the international Brotherhood of Teamsters.— 
Who would imagine a few years ago that labor 
unions would become interested in politics? Why, 
for years past labor has fought against politics in 
the organization. What has made this change? 
Simply this: the persecution of working people 
and the absolute indifference of our lawmakers to 
grant relief; the open disregard of the rights and 
feelings of the working masses, as exemplified by 
our late Congress. ; 





American Pressman, Cincinnati, official organ 
of the International Printing Pressmen and Assist- 
ants’ Union of North America.—The record of the 
past Congress and the court decisions of the past 
year have made many among us thinkers that 
were wont to let the professional politician carry 
our political mind and our vote in his vest pocket. 
This fall they’ll have to show us. 





Coast Seamen’s Journal.—It may safely be as- 
sumed that Mr. Taft’s attempt to amend the anti- 
injunction plank by reading into it a meaning 
favorable to a modjfication of the present practice 
in the issuance of injunctions in labor disputes, 
even if such attempt be made in good faith, would 
amount to nothing in practice. All that need be 
expected in the event of the election of a Repub- 
lican Congress is the passage of a law which will 
confirm Government by injunction, with all of its 
far-reaching and destructive tendencies. 





International Musician, official paper of ‘he 
American Federation of Musicians.—Did «uy 
working man or woman ever hear of Parry, Post, 
or Van Cleave doing anything in. the interest end 
for the uplifting of the proletariat? Did anyone 
ever see a line published in favor of labor by ‘lie 
big Republican daily, weekly, or monthly pa) «rs 
who have turned their vituperative batteries upon 
Samuel Gompers? Never! 

To discredit Samuel Gompers these enemic.. of 
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the human race have suddenly shown a remark- 
able change of heart. They say the workingman 
has too much independence, is impregnated with 
too much of the spirit of American liberty to be 
dictated to by this demagogue. Well, the working- 
men of the world have known Samuel Gompers 
intimately for thirty years, and they have never 
known him to do an act, say a word, or write a 
line that could injure the fellow at the base of the 
social pyramid. Yes, we love him for ‘‘the enemies 
he has made,’’ and every workingman will be 
absolutely safe in acting contrary to the advice of 
Pirry, Post, Van Cleave & Co., and the press that 
has always shown venomous hostility to organized 
labor. Sam’s advice is preferable. 





Western Laborer, Omaha, Neb. 


Through all the harsh criticism, unjust abuse, 
and attack of both friend and foe, one man stands 
forth as the faithful friend of labor. Never once 
has he faltered in his great purpose to unite the 
workingmen in a solid phalanx of voters and citi- 
zens to resist the encroachments of the rich and 
powerful upon the rights of toil. Samuel Gompers, 
with his little band of workers at Washington, at 
the risk of his personal liberty, is fighting the 
battles of labor as they have never been fought be- 
fore. This grand old man deserves and will yet 
have erected, at the national capital, a monument 
inscribed like those to Lincoln and Washington, 
as the emancipator of labor, as his prototypes were 
the liberties of a race and a nation. 





Cigarmakers’ Union. Elmira, N. Y. 
August, 25, 7908. 
DEAR SiR: At a meeting held this evening by 
this union it was unanimously decided that we 
concur in the action of your body in regard to 
the anti-injunction plank, etc., and we will work 
for the election of those who are known as being 
friendly to the cause of labor. 
Yours fraternally, EG. CUTHBERT, 
Fin. Secretary Union 52, C. M. I. U. 





Chicago Machinists’ Union. 

August 24, 1908. 
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: We gladly extend our 
moral support and pledge ourselves to elect men 
fair to organized labor. Wishiag you success, I 

remain, Yours fraternally, 
HARRY J. POWKER, 
Secretary, No. 208, 1. A. of M. 





Boilermakers, Buffalo. 

\t a meetinz of Lodge No.7 of the Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders of Amer- 
ica the policy in support of the Democratic 
national ticket was endorsed.—Buffalo Eafress. 





Buffalo Cigarmakers. 


I'he members of Cigarmakers’ Union No. 2, one 
of the important locals of organized labor in this 
city endorsed the political policy of President 
Samuel Gompers of the A. F. of L.— Buffalo 
Courier. 


LABOR MAKES ITS CHOICE 


Railroad Switchmen, Buffalo. 


During the past week three of the nine locals of 
the Buffalo Railroal Switchmen have met and 
unanimously endorsed the letter of President 
Gompers of the A. F. of L. They are locals 209, 
221, and 226, and represent a large membe:ship.— 
Associated Press. 





Electrical Workers, Buffalo. 
The members of the Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers’ local uvanimously endorsed the recom- 
mendations of the president of the A. F. of L. 





Washington (D.C.) A iation of Machinist 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug. 77, 7908. 
Mr. FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, A. F. of L. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: The action of the A. 
F. of L. in regard to W. J. Bryan’s candidacy for 
the presidency of the United States was heartily 
indorsed by this lodge. 

Fraternally, 





D. C. Har, 
Recording Secretary, No. 193. 





International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes. 


CHICAGO, ILL., Seplember 5, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

At the regular semi-monthly meeting of the 
Chicago Theatrical Protective Union, Local No. 
2, of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes. the political action assumed 
by the A. F. of L. through your recommenda- 
tion, and that of your colleagues of the Exec- 
utive Conncil, was in due form presented 
and debated, and by a unanimous vote endorsed 
every word, and further to severally interest our- 
selves in our various precincts to the end that we 
will secure the co-operation and votes of our 
friends and neighbors. Wishing you every suc- 
cess, and that our cause wil] win, I am, 

LEE M. HART, 
General Secretary. 





Maxwell (Ind.) Chainmekers. 


MAXWELL, IND., Aug. 28, 7908. 
SAMUEL GomPERS, President 
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: Your communication 
dealing on the political situation came to hand and 
at a regular meeting of Local 29, C. M.N. U. of 
U.S A., held August 27th, after being read and 
discussed, I was instructed to reply as follows: 
Our sympathies are with you in this fight, and 
I can assure you of our moral support as well. 
Wishing you every success, I remain, 
Fraternally yours, 
CuHAs. H. SULLIVAN, 
Secretary, No. 29. 





Carpenters of Walla Walla, Wash. 
Resolved, That we, the carpenters’ union, the 
largest union in Walla Walla, and comprising one- 
fourth of the entire membership of the trades and 
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labor council, at this time express our absolute 
confidence in the officers of the A. F. of L. We 
propose to go down the line in this campaign with 
the campaign cry of the A. F. of L., namely, 
“Elect our friends, defeat our enemies.”’ 
FRED L. WELLS, President. 
Cc. L. CHAPMAN, Secrelary. 





Jersey City (N. J.) Steam Engineers. 
JERSEY City, N. J., Aug. 30, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND Bro.: Your circular on political 
action by A. F. of L. was read before our meeting 
and endorsed with an unanimous vote of our local 
with 180 members present. 

Yours fraternally, JouN J. REDDY, 
Secretary. 





Lakewood (N. J.) Painters. 
LAKEWOOD, N J., Aug. 27, 1908. 
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: Your appeal to organ- 

ized labor was read at our last meeting and was 
heartily endorsed by Local 70. We have started 
a subscription fund and have a committee ap- 
pointed to make a circuit of all members, and 
also as many as desire to contribute who are not 
members, and you will receive our mite as soon as 
we make the rounds. 


Yours fraternally, E. V. Gross. 





Elevator Constructors’ Union, No. 1, New York City. 
NEw YorK, Aug. 28, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L. 

DEAR SiR: At a special meeting of the above 
organization, held on August 27, 1908, it was re- 
solved that we pledge our support to the president 
of theA. F. of L. and the Executive Council of the 
same by our votes to defeat the Republican party, 
which has been responsible for the drastic action 
taken against organized labor and refusing to give 
organized labor its just demands. 

We pledge our support to Wm. J. Bryan and the 
Democratic party in the coming election by pro- 
tecting organized labor by inserting in their plat- 
form a labor recommendation and pledging its 
support to the same. 

Fraternally yours, HENRY DE GRANBY, 
Secretary. 





International Jewelry Workers’ Union, Buffalo, N. Y. 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Resolved, That the Jewelry Workers’ Local No. 
3 hereby endorses the action taken by Presi- 
dent Gompers and the Executive Council in calling 
upon all union men and all workingmen to sup- 
port the Democratic candidates for president and 
vice-president and to support the friends and de- 
feat the enemies of labor generally at the coming 
election. GEORGE J. PETERSEN, 
DANIEL J. MOSER, 
AL. WEISENBURGER, 
RICHARD J. PETERSON, 
Committee on Resolutions, Buffalo, N. Y. 





Stamford (Conn.) Painters. 


STAMFORD, Conn., Sep/. 74, 7908. 
PRESIDENT GOMPERS: 
Ata meeting of Local 192, painters of the city 
of Stamford, the following resolutions were passed: 
Resolved, That Local No. 192, Painters, Decora- 





AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


tors and Paperhangers of America, endorse tie 
political action of President Gompers and the 
Executive Council of the A. F of L. and that we 
pledge ourselves to render all the assistance in 
our power to carry out the policy as outlined by 
the Executive Council of the A. F, of L., and that 
a copy of this resolution be sent to President 
Gompers to be printed in the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST. 
W. G. BENNETT, Secrelary. 





Wilmingt (Del.) M 14. 


Sept. 1.—Molders’ Union, No. 84, unanimously 
approved the political policy of President Samuel 
Gompers, of the A. F. of L., in support of the 
Democratic ticket and platform. The union had 
an attendance of about two hundred and fifty 
members. ‘ 

Joseph W. Harris presided at the meeting. Nori- 
dan J. Stewart introduced the resolution com- 
mending Gompers for his stand and promising 
him the united support of the molders. 








St. Louis Railway Telegraphers. 


WHEREAS, The result of the present political 
campaign is of vital interest to every laboring 
man and woman in these United States, inasmuch 
as the continuation or discontinuance of the dam- 
nable abuse of the writ of injunction is the para- 
mount issue so far as affecting labor’s interests are 
concerned; and 

WHEREAS, on account of the fact that this ques- 
tion is ofsuch great importance to the welfare and 
very existence of organized labor, the A. F. of L. 
through its Executive Council, has been Ly force 
of circumstances compelled to appeal to ailorgan- 
ized workers to exercise their franchise at the 
coming election in order to restore to themselves 
the rights guaranteed them by the constitution of 
the United States, which rights have gradually 
been taken away by judge-made laws; and 

WHEREAS, we recognize that the action of the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. in this matter 
is timely and wise; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That St. Louis Division No. 2, jnstruct 
its delegates to the Missouri State Federation of 
Labor to vote forthe endorsement and approval of 
the action taken by the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. 

J. W. LAFEVER, 
Secretary and Treasurer 
L. W. Quick, 
Chief Telegrapher. 





Philadelphia Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers. 


SouTH PHILADELPHIA, Sep/. 75, 7908 
Resolved, That Local Union No. 49, of the Inter- 
national Association of Steam, Hot Water, aud 
Power Pipe Fitters and Helpers in meeting as- 
sembled do unanimously endorse in the fullest 
measure the political appeal and request of ‘ve 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L., and ple ie 
our earnest support in this struggle to preserve 
the rights and freedom, not only of the working 

people, but of all the people. 
C. A. DOUGHERTY, 
Corresponding Secretary, Local 49. 
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LABOR MAKES ITS CHOICE 


Boston Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

The political program of the A. F. of L. in this 
campaign was unanimously endorsed by our union 
at its meeting August 19th. 

Fraternally yours, JOHN J. BARRY, 
Secretary. 





OMAHA, NEBR., Seplember 7, 1908. 
Hon. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

DEAR SIR AND FRATER: I address you thus be- 
cause I had the honor to meet you first at Almas 
Temple, A. A. O. U. M. S., and fraternity is in 
more than one sense the spirit which inspires love 
and respect. Am helping to elect Mr. Bryan on 
your endorsement. 

Please permit me in conclusion to wish you on 
this Labor Day many years of health and activity 
for the pursuit and fulfillment of your great work. 

Yours cordially and fraternally, 
L. ERNEST PHILLIPS, Allorney. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Seplember 9, 1908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L. 

DEAR SiR: I have been a Republican in poli- 
tics, but wish to say to you that I fully approve 
your course in the present campaign. Laboring 
men every where should support you, for Ilamcon- 
vinced that more courteous treatment and fairer 
consideration will be accorded the demands of 
labor by Mr. Bryan, if elected, and I hope and be- 
lieve he will, than by his predecessors. I feel as- 
sured that the great majority of laboring men will 
support you and cast their votes for the party and 
men who have so well considered their interests 
and will undoubtedly redeem their pledges. Wish- 
ing you success in your great cause, I am, 

Very truly yours, 
WASHINGTON TOPHAM, 
Manufacturer of Travelers’ Goods. 





NEw YorK, N. Y., Aug. 78, 7908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR S1rr: I have followed closely the attacks 
made upon you by W. R. Hearst through his news- 
papers and I can assure you my opinion of you is 
not affected thereby. Mr. Hearst has a right to 
form a new party, but I fail to see what right he 
has to expect organized labor to discredit its 
chosen leaders and follow him. Like many an- 
other dupe, I believed the Hearst papers were sin- 
cere in their advocacy of the principles of organ- 
ized labor until I made the discovery that the 
Hearst papers never let their sympathy for organ- 
ized labor interfere with their advertising 
contracts. 

One year ago last May the retail grocer clerks 
of New York held a joint meeting with some of 
the merchants to formulate a plan to effect the 
early closing of the stores. J was chairman of 
that meeting. John S. Crosby, Herman Robinson 
and others delivered addresses, and a committee 
o! five clerks and five merchants was appointed to 
carry on the work. A report of the meeting was 
sent for publication to the labor columns of the 
/-vening Journal. The report was suppressed. 
Three other attempts were made to get the Journal 
tc recognize the clerks and accord to them the 
same privilege enjoyed by other labor unions, but 
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nothing but absolute silence from the Journal, As 
I was one of the original M. O. League men and 
enjoyed the acquaintance and, as I thought, the 
confidence of Mr. Ihmsen and Mr. Gehring, I went 
and appealed to them to have the Journal take up 
the cause of the clerks and impress upon people to 
buy all groceries before seven o'clock p.m. There 
was no talk of boycott or any plan of injuring any 
business discussed. 

Two of the largest chain of stores in the city re- 
fused to make any concessions to the clerks and 
were advertising in Hearst papers, and this is the 
only explanation ever given. I agree with you 
now that the Independence party is a fraud and a 
delusion. It was cut and dried to run a third 
ticket to help the Republicans when fusion was ef- 
fected with the Republican county organization last 
fall. The reward hoped for is simply this: that 
the Republicans one year hence will show their 
grateful appreciation of the service rendered by W. 
R. Hearst and make him the fusion candidate for 
mayor. Bryan will get 75 per cent of those who 
voted for Hearst for mayor. 

ARTHUR MCLEAN. 





Nationa! Hospital Employes. 
DENVER, COLO., Aug. 75, 7908. 
SAMUEL GomPERS, President: 

Kindly permit me to offer through you to our 
friend Bryan my services in the present campaign. 
I am a master of the Polish, Russian, German, 
Jewish, and English languages. I will refer you 
to George Hally, President Cole, state federation, 
whose support I have received at its last conven- 
tion. I am a friend of organized labor and 
shall be only too happy to assist you in this cam- 
paign to elect a man whom you have justly chosen 
as the true friend of labor. 

L. SLOMINSKI, M. D.. 
National Superintendent of Union 
Labor Hospital Association. 





PITTSBURG, Pa., Aug. 28, 1908. 


Mr. GOMPERS, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR AND Goop Sir: You are doing a great act 
for the sake of humanity by endeavoring to make 
labor vote the Democratic ticket. Fight your way 
all through, lest American labor would be at the 
mercy of capitalists. 

Republican presidents are nothing but the in- 
struments in the hands of capitalists. Get the 
foreign element to vote for Bryan, such as the 
Polish, Slavish, Magyar, Lithuanians, Italians, 
Norwegians, etc. If Bryan is elected he has to 
fulfill his promise. Show that the labor class sup- 
ports and runs the country. I am working hard 
for Bryan 

Respectfully yours, 
Rev. A. MTYNARCZYK, 
Mercy Hospital. 





Str. Paut, Aug. 25, 1908. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, A. F. of L.: 

I wish toexpress my undivided approval of your 
stand in the political arena, and believe that 98 
per cent of the unionists here are of the same 
opinion. 

Do not be surprised if Minnesota, a state which 
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gave Roosevelt 170,000 majority, will elect a Dem- 
ocratic governor and give its 11 electoral votes to 
W. J. Bryan. 
Fraternally yours, 
T. F. THOMAS. 





LAUREL, MD., August 26, 1908. 
Mr SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

My DEaR SiR: I am a Republican and h:ve 
fought the Republican battles for 30 years, but I 
am doing all I can to help defeat Taft. 

I hope you will make a hard fight in the same 
direction. 

Speak for Labor, not for labor unions alone, and 
you will be stronger. Let all wage-earners come 
in under your plea. 

Very truly yours, 
FRANK ABIAL FLOWER. 





J. D. Donelly, of the Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Engineers, has been a lifelong Republican 
and will cast his first Democratic vote this year. 

While the B. L. E. holds aloof from politics, 
Mr. Donelly says there is no mistaking the atti- 
tude of its members in this contest. 

‘“My observation,’’ said Mr. Donelly, ‘‘is that 
the membership of our organization is largely for 
Bryan and Kern. I have heen in Kansas, Michi- 
gan, Minnesota, Iowa. and Illinois, and wherever 
I have gone in those states I have encountered 
members of the brotherhood who, like myself, will 
cast their first Democratic vote this year. They 
say they will not stand for Taft, and that the Den- 
ver platform is satisfactory to them.’’—Freeport 
(Ill.) Bulletin. 
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State Labor Commissioner of Minnesota. 


MINNEAPOLIS, July 29.—W.H. Williams, state 
labor commissioner: “I think Gompers spoke for 
the entire American Federation when he an- 
nounced his intention to support the Bryan Kern 
ticket. As Mr. Gompers puts it, the Democratic 
pirty has now taken up the labor cause and is 
fighting its battle. In my judgment I think the 
Minnesota organized labor forces are going to 
heed the advice given by President Gompers of 
the A. F. of L.”’ 





CINCINNATI, OHIO, Sept. 7, 7908. 
Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: 

I have noticed with considerable disgust how 
the Socialistic and capitalistic press is attempting 
to belittle you and the Executive Board of the 
A. F. of L. and have given vent to my feelings 
in the columns of The Chronicle. The last vilifica- 
tion that came to my notice was a ‘‘twister’’ and 
was published in the Cincinnati 7Z2mes-Siar, 
owned by Chas. P. Taft, brother of Wm. H. Taft, 
candidate for the presidency. I enclose the clip- 
ping fromthe 7.S.and The Chronicle's auswer to it. 

Fully 80 per cent of the trade unionists of 
Cincinnati and vicinity are with you and the 
A. F. of L's Executive Council in this issue. It is 
gratifying to note that they are union men first. 
The other 20 per cent is made up of political pap 
suckers or men who expect to be, and men who 
call themselves Socialists. 

Keep up the good work, Sam! We must win. 
Your friendsin ‘‘Good Old Cincy” will stand by you. 
Fraternally yours, FRANK I, RIST, 

Editor Cincinnati Chronicle, 
Official paper of Central Labor Council of 
Cincinnati and vicinity. 





DISTRICT AND GENERAL ORGANIZERS. 


Number Commissioned Organizers, American Federa- 
tion of Labor, 1,005. - 


District No. |—Eastern. 


Comprising the states of Maine, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
the Province of New Brunswick, Canada, 


Organizer, John A. Flett. 
District No. Il_—Middle. 


Comprising the states of New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware. Maryland, the District of Columbia, 
and the Province of Quebec, Canada. 

Organizers, Herman Robinson, Hugh Frayne, Arthur 
E. Holder, Jas. E. Roach, Thos. H. Flynn, H. L. Eichel- 
berger, W. C. Hahn, J. D. Pierce, Stuart Reid. 


District No. Hl.—Southern. 
Comprising the states of Virginia, North Carolina, 


South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
ma, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 


District No. 1V.—Central. 


Comprising the states of West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 


. 


Organizers, J. J. Fitzpatrick, Edwin R. Wright, James 
Leonard, Emmet T. Flood, Jacob Tazelauar, M. Grant 
Hamilton, Cal. Wyatt. 


District No. V.—Northwestern. 


Comprising the states of Minnesota, Iowa, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Manitoba. 


District No. VI.—Southwestern. 
Comprising the states of Missouri, Kansas, Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 
Organizer, Henry M. Walker. 


District No. Vil.—Inter-Mountain. 


Comprising the states of Montana, Wyoming, Coio- 
rado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Idaho. 


District No. Vill.—Pacific Coast. 
Comprising the states of Nevada, Alaska, Washinse- 
ton, Oregon, California, and the Province of Britisb 
lumbia. 
Organizers, C. O. Young, Arthur A. Hay, William ©. 
Terry. 


Porto Rico.—santiago Iglesias. 
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FARMERS AND UNION LABOR. 


THEY WILL WORK TOGETHER TO ELECT THEIR FRIENDS AND DEFEAT 
THEIR ENEMIES. 


Addresses by President Samuel Gompers of the A. F. of L. at Fort 
Worth (Tex.) on the Occasion of the Farmers’ National 
Union Convention, September 1, 1908. 


address the convention of the Farmers’ 

National Union, Samuel Gompers, presi- 

dent of the A. F. of L., delivered a forceful 
speech. He spoke slowly and distinctly, except 
when about to drive homea point, when his words 
came fast and eloquent. He used few gestures. 
The following gives his speech in part: 

He immediately launched into an explanation 
and a defense of organized labor. He declared 
that all the best results of business, social, or 
political life were due to organizations. 


Principles of Unionism. 


Then he entered intoa discussion of the princi- 
ples, hopes, and aspirations cf unionism. A work- 
ingman does not stand upon his sovereign rights 
when he becomes a part of the machinery ofa 
factory, he declared, nor is there any reason why 
he is abridging his sovereign rights when he be- 
comes a member of a labor union. ‘‘The work- 
ingmen are organized,’’ said Mr. Gompers, ‘‘as 
are the physicians and the lawyers.’’ 

The farmers were given a good deal of Mr. 
Gompers’ time. He declared that they had a 
perfect right to organize and to set a price upon 
their own products, rather than to accept values 
as set by those who purchased the results of their 
toil. 

‘What applies to the factory applies to the farm 
and the field,’’ he said. ‘‘Time was when the 
farmer was looked down upon, commended for 
doing God’s work in tilling the soil, but dis- 
revarded as doing the work of a man. It is the 
duty of a man to work, but that should not be the 
eud of his aspirations. Man requires something 
more than work. We are told that it will be ‘sweet 
and beautiful in the sweet by-and-by,’ but we 
laboring men want some of those good things 
here and now.” 

Vorking toward the strike question, Mr. Gom- 
pe s said: ‘‘There is not a thing that labor stands 
for but what is the best for us and our children. We 
Want relief from the unjust conceptions which 
so 1e people hold against us. If we show that we 
it what we want when we want it, and show it 
pe cefully, firmly, but insistently, we will get it. 


p ee in response to an invitation to 


4 


Then the voice of organized labor can’t long be 
denied by the powers that be. 

‘‘Some say wait. Why, we could wait until the 
millenium comes along. I sometimes allow myself 
to indulge in day dreams, but just the same I 
realize that itis the duty of man to fight the 
battles and to fight them today. We can’t afford 
to go hungry now to be satiated some time to 
come.”’ 

Mr. Gompers asked: ‘‘What is atrust? A trust 
is an organization of individuals to monopo- 
lize certain products for the benefit of the few. 
What is a union? By the decision of the Supreme 
Court a union is a trust. Under the Sherman 
law and the recent interpretation of the Sherman 
law we are all liable to suit from a man alleging 
injury, who can claim and secure damages triple 
the amount he was injured. Or, getting into the 
hands of the government we can all be convicted 
and fined $5,000. But the workingmen don’t seem 
to be afraid. They keep on organizing and joining 
labor unions. No, they are not afraid. They have 
confidence in the American people’s sense of 
fairness. 

‘*You members of the farmers’ union are meet- 
ing here to affix a price of cotton. Sure as there is 
a God above us that action will be called illegal 
and monopolistic. It’s sure to be. 

“Other men and I went to Congress at the 
last session and asked the lawmakers for the relief 
to which we are entitled. You know that the 
Sherman law was never intended toaffect working- 
men and farmers. It was made to protect them. 
But Congress turned its back on us and heeded us 
not. Weare left in the position where every one 
of our acts or words brings us under the ban of the 
law. 


Explains the Injunction. 


“There has grown up within the last 15 or 20 
years a custom which has been used much against 
us. The injunction process proper'y used is a wise 
and beneficent one Don’t abolish it. The injunc- 
tion is an act to protect and guard personal right 
and freedom, not to oppress personal right and free- 
dom. It was never intended to interfere with a man’s 
exercising his natural and right privileges. Those 
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who use the injunction against us claim that it is to 
prevent men from committing crime and violence. 
Now, suppose a man is enjoined and he does com- 
mit a crime. Will he be tried for the crime or for 
contempt of court? The injunction in such a case is 
an absurdity on the face of it. The injunction is 
used against organized labor simply to raise the 
presumption that a man would commit a crime or 
an act of violence. 

“Laboring men are enjoined from doing some- 
thing which they have a perfect right under the 
law and the constitution to do, then sent to jail, 
not for an unlawful act or an act of violence, but 
for violating that wrong injunction in the exercise 
of their God given and constitutional rights. We 
have laws and police to prevent crime and we have 
laws and courts to punish crime when it has been 
committed. Anything that is not criminal a man 
has a right to do and should not be enjoined from 
doing. 

‘‘We could not get relief at the hands of Con- 
gress. What was the duty of labor? We went to 
Chicago where the Republicans were gathered in 
national convention. We asked relief and our 
right as men and as citizens. The Republicans 
turned a deaf ear to us, they practically insulted 
us, gave us scant courtesy indeed. We did not 
go as Republicans, nor as Democrats, but as work- 
ingmen. When they closed the doors to us they 
adopted a plank. or rather that which, as far as 
labor goes, was a ragged knot hole. 

‘Then we went to that other convention, the 
Democratic convention at Denver. A committee 
heard our complaint. We were cordially received. 
That conven'ion adopted a series of planks guar- 
anteeing to farmers and to industrial workers re- 
lief from tyranny and oppression. Again we had 
approached, not as Democrats, not as Republicans, 
but as workingmen, and that convention unani- 
mously made labor's demands for justice and right 
its own demand. 

“‘T have heen asked why a third party was not 
formed to champion our demands. I say nothing 
derogatory to a third party under certain circum- 
stances. When both the older parties fail to heed 
the call of human liberty, then there is room for 
athird party. It does not matter how deep or high- 
sounding the platform of a party is, if that party 
can not win it is of no benefit tous. If we’re going 


into politics at all, we’re going in to fight and to 
win. 

‘‘The man who goes to the polls in November and 
helps the party of power and wealth to win a vic- 
tory of power and of wealth does the devil’s own 
work. Some 30 years ago I wasa Republican. [ 
believed in the Republican party—thought it was 
right. I know better now. The best interests of 
everybody demand the defeat of Mr. Taft. Last 
Saturday Taft in an address in Ohio touched on 
the question of the injunction and repeated what 
he had said in his letter of acceptance.’’ 

Here it was that Mr. Gompers digressed to tell 
of his Meno appearance in court to answer 
to the charge of contempt of court in violating 
the injunction secured by Van Cleave. 

**You all know who Van Cleave is. Van Cleave 
is president of the Buck Stove & Range Company 
and is president of the National Association of 
Manufacturers. But perhaps you don’t all know 
that September 9 John Mitchell, Frank Morrison 
and I must appear in court and show cause 
why we should not go to jail. We are charged 
with violating an injunction secured by Van 
Cleave. We discussed the strike at his plant. We 
said that Van Cleave was unfair in his conduct 
toward union labor. 

‘Now, this is an outrage. I don’t want to go to 
jail, but I might as well, if anybody has to go. I 
have exercised my right of free speech. For doing 
that I might goto jail. And Taft says that is right. 

“T love liberty as well as anybody, but the whole 
world would bea narrow jail if I could not have 
free speech. There was a dispute between em- 
ployer andemploye. I sosaid, and I am to be 
fined and sent to jail. 

“Taft defends this. He issued the first mon- 
strous injunction. Taft is the prolific father of the 
injunction. The present usage of the injunction in 
labor cases gives the judge the power to exercise 
his fancy, his will, or his temper, or anything. 

“But now we have the opportunity to defeat 
this monstrosity. We have the opportunity that 
comes but once ina generation. If the Republi- 
can nominee iselected it will be understood by 
the whole world that the power of money and of 
greed has triumphed and that the voice of liberty 
wili be stifled fora long time to come.’’—/or? 
Worth Record. 





ALLIANCE Between Union LABOR AND FARMERS. 


‘And whither thou goest, there will we 
also go.” 

“Th ties that now bind the conscience 
and heart and intell gence and purposes 
and princ ples of the agricultural laborers 
and the industrial laborers arei ndissoluble 
for all time to come. 

“But let not insignificant matters divide 
us. We are one in policy and principle. 
That we are divided is, perhaps, due toa 
failure to understand one another well 
enough But we are growing together 
fast, and, thank God, as sure as the sun 
shines, we will soon be united in bonds of 
fraternity that will give this country polit- 
ical liberty and industrial freedom.” 

Voicing, among other significant remarks, the 


foregoing sentiments, President Samuel Gompers, 
of the A. F. of L., yesterday morning made a pub- 
lic overture tothe National Farmers’ Union conven- 
tion for a very close alliance. His utterance along 
this line was received with much enthusiasm by 
the farmers, and as a result what is termed a prac- 
tical agreement between the two organizations \as 
reached when the farmers’ convention uneni- 
mously adopted this resolution: 

‘Resolved, That we express our appreciation of 
the visit of President Gompers, of the A. F. o! L., 
and pledge our loyal support in his efforts to get 
justice.” 


Reciprocal Aid. 


Not a dissenting voice was raised and the 
unanimity of the sentiment on this broad propo- 





ae oe ee ae Ue le Ue e.”|h hmLerlhlCU ele Oe leh. le ee ee eee ees 


n= oe 24 


-F oo Oo we wf Fs 


-oesaonr 


(on Mags = oe! 


= &., 





sition is accepted as proof that hereafter the 
National Farmers’ Union and the A. F. of L. will 
work together on a reciprocal basis of aiding each 
other wherever possible. The intent of the reso- 
lution quoted may be confined to the effort of 
President Gompers to have Congress pass a law 
declaring that labor organizations and farmers’ 
unions shall not be regarded as trusts under the 
Sherman anti-trust law, as held by the United 
States Supreme 
Court. But a tacit 
agreement has been 
reached covering 
all matters of mu- 
tual concern and 
more. The two or- 
ganizations, repre- 
senting an aggre- 
gate of 5,000,000 
members, will re- 
ciprocate favors, 
Should the Fed- 
eration seek 
legislation not of 
direct interest to 
the farmers, but 
not inimical to 
their welfare, they 
will use every in- 
fluence within 
their power to aid 
the labor unions. 
And the Federation 
will reciprocate in 
aiding the farmers 
in pressing their 
demands. 

That the relation 
will be carried 
quietly into elec- 
tions is the authen- 
tic information. 
United in their 
stand, though not 
actually affiliated, 
they will join in 
“knifing’’ candi- 
dates not favorable 
to their legislative 
demands. 

When Samuel 
Gompers, president 
of the A. F. of L. 


FARMERS AND 





C. S. BARSETT, PRESIDENT, FARMERS’ NATICNAL UNION AND 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 





UNION LABOR 893 





President Gompers was greeted with a veritable 
ovation. 

He opened by expressing thanks for the invita- 
tion that brought him here, and explaining that 
only the physical impossibility brought about by 
the wonderful length and breadth of the nation, 
his territory, prevented him from attending before. 

“Tam glad to be here,’’ he added, “‘and I am 
glad to bring sincere fraternal greetings from or- 
ganized labor,’’and 
then he made this 
tremendously sig- 
nificant announce- 
ment, calmly and 
deliberately: 

“And whither 
thou goest, there 
will we also go.”’ 

This declaration 
excited terrific ap- 
plause and the 
delegates were 
forced to realize at 
once that in Presi- 
dent Gompers they 
have a_ constant 
friend who can be 
depended upon. 

President Gom- 
pers continued: 

“The ties that 
now bind the con- 
science and heart 
and intelligence, 
and purposes and 
principles of the 
agricultural and 
industrial labor are 
indissoluble for all 
time to come,’’ and 
the cheering was 
renewed. 

“There was a 
time when men 
who worked were 
drudges of human 
society,’’ resumed 


the labor leader 
when the applause 
subsided, ‘‘The 


condition of the 
farmer tied to the 
hoe and the earth, 





entered the hall 
and was escorted 
to a seat of honor 
on the platform, 
his appearance was 
the signal for loud 
applause and 





“We express our appreciation of the visit of 
President Gompers and pledge our loyal support 
in his efforts to get justice.”— Resolutions adopted 
by Farmers’ National Union. 


docile and weak, 
was typical of this 
status. I remem- 
ber the time when 
the farmers first 
began the move- 
ment to protect 








cheers, many of the 
delegates recogniz- 
ing him. He took his seat beside President Barrett. 

President Barrett in introducing Mr. Gompers, 
paid him a significant tribute. 

‘“‘We have with us Samuel Gompers, the great 
labor leader,’’ he said, ‘‘the man who has done 
more for the waye-earners than any man that ever 
lived; a man who has a greater influence than any 
living American with the possible exception of 
“heodore Roosevelt.” 





their own interests. 
You who started 
out were first ridiculed, but that was the first 
tribute of antagonism paid to an awakening 
intelligence. 

“Today, thank God, the men of labor, the pro- 
ducers of the world’s wealth, do not have bent 
backs and receding foreheads, but stand erect and 
look the whole world in the face, demanding and 
insisting upon“absolute justice and fair dealing, 
and equality of opportunity before the law. 
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**You farmers have organized remarkably within 
the past few years, and are spreading out still 
more. It used to be, ‘what could we do to the 
farmers;’ now it is, ‘what can we do for the 
farmers?’ "’ 

Broaching the subject of the opinion of the 
Supreme Court outlawing laLor organizations, 
President Gompers saii: 

‘Men, I do not want at this time to inject any 
matter affecting the industrial world in particular, 
but there is a measure in my judgment demanding 
your attention. 

‘‘I take second position to no one in my confi- 
dence and respect for the courts, but they are 
made up of men liable to err as youand I. When 
they decided that an organization of working peo- 
ple is illegal and in restraint «f trade they 
knocked out all chance for the laboring people to 
protect themselves against the greed and avarice 
and injustice of the corporate power. 

‘*Thus it is that voluntary organizations to pro- 
tect human rights are declared trusts and looked 
upon as criminal, with a fine of $5 000 or a year’s 
imprisonment or both hanging over the members’ 
heads. 

‘‘We sought legislation before Congress to get 
relief but failed. Some organizations of farmers 
were represented there. We did not forget the 
interests of the farmers. It would require just 
another short step to declare that farmers could 
not organize so as to fix the price of their product. 
So we tried to protect your interests as well as ours 
by having a law passed declaring that organiza- 
tions of both farmers and laboring men should 
not be regarded as trusts. 

‘*Now, men of labor and farmers, it is not for 
me to point out what I believe is your duty in this 
matter. That is up to you.”’ 

Then was sounded another significant keynote: 

“But let not insignificant matters divide us It 
is the ambition and only hope of the tyrants to 
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keep the producers and laborers apart. The men 
who have ground you lown don’t care whether you 
area Dutchman, Scandinavian, Irishman, or what- 
not. 

“Men of the independent movements of our 
country—and I mean the railroad brotherhoods as 
well—we are one in policy and principle and one 
iu polity. It isa great movement you are engaged 
in and itis a great movement we are engaged in 
That we are divided is perhaps due entirely to a 
lack of understending each other well enough. 

‘*Perhaps Brother barrettand I understand each 
other, but we must remember the great rank and 
file. But we are growing together fast, and, thank 
God, as sure as the sun shines. the workingmen of 
the factory and the mill and every industry, on 
the railroad and in the field, wil’ soon unite in 
bonds of fraternity that will give this country 
political liberty and industrial freedom. 

‘Ido not mean the destroying of the dollar, 
but the performance of a duty to mankind. 

“I bring you yreetings from over 2 000,000 labor 
people and wish you godspeed. I hope even more 
Strenuous activity will mark your future propa- 
ganda work and that your members will be 
cemented more thoroughly than ever 

“You have legislative and political duties; not 
party politics, however, but the politics of 
manhood of Americanism above the party. 

**May we aid in our reciprocal welfare to make 
for our social and common human uplift.’’ 

At the conclusion of his address President Gom- 
pers was given another ovation. When the cheers 
had died away Delegate Callahan of Oklahoma 
arose and said: 

“I move that we express our appreciation of the 
visit of President Gompers and pledge our loyal 
support in his efforts to get justice ’’ 

The motion was met with a shout and passed 
unanimously, viva voce, and then by a rising 
vote. 





(CORRESPONDENCE: 


SPIRIT OF '76 


HANNIBAL, Mo., Sept 22, 7908 
SAMUEL GoMPERS, President; JOHN MITCHELL, 
Vice-President; FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 
of American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SIRS AND BROTHERS: Whereas three of 
our most prominent and trusted leaders namely, 
Samuel Gompers, John Mitchell, Frank Morrison, 
are now on trial and within the shadow of 
prison for exercising their constitutional rights as 
American citizens of free speech and free publica- 
tion, a right cemented by the blood of the patriots 
of 1776. which established this alleged free coun- 
try, and whereas, that as this is another strenuous 
illustration of the application of the ‘injunction 
abuse,” an alleged violation of which can be con- 
strued by the judge issuing the injunction as 
‘contempt of court,’”’ and punished by depriving 


the accused of their liberty without trial by a jury 
of their peers, a right forced from King John by the 
English barons at Runnymede 8CO years ago and 
held sacred and inviolate among the English 
speaking people ever since, until the abuse of the 
injunction. 

Therefore be it resolved by the Missouri State 
Federation of Labor in convention assembled, that 
we send words of good cheer to our respected and 
beloved leaders, urging them to continue the brave 
fight they are making for the maintenance of the 
liberties of the people, purchased at so great a 
cost, and just asthe men of 1776 announced to 
the world, we stand ready to pledge our lives an‘ 
liberties in an endeavor to retain the sacred 
heritage of liberty handed down tous by our fore- 
fathers. Very respectfully, 

Tuos. J. SHERIDAN, President. 
Joun T. Smiru, Secretary. 
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Business MAN To VAN CLEAVE. 


SouTH OMAHA, NEBR., Seplember 2, 7908. 
Hon. SAMUEL GOMPERS. 

My Dear Sir: I recently received a letter from 
J. W. Van Cleave enclosing copy of his reply to 
Mr. Bryan and asking meif I approved or disap- 
proved of his reply. [enclose copy of my answer 
to him, which explains itself. You are at liberty 
to publish my letter, if you desire. Wishing you 
the full tide of success, I beg to remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. D. WELCH, 
Secy. and Gen. Mgr., Omaha Cooperage Co. 





SouTH OMAHA, NEBR., August 27, 7908. 
JAMES W. VAN CLEAVE, President, 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

DEAR S1rR: I have your letter 18th in which 
you ask meto read very carefully your reply to 
Mr. Bryan's open letter to you—a copy of your 
reply being attached—and let you have my ap- 
proval or disapproval. I beg to say in reply that I 
have complied with your request and read your 
reply very carefully and I am free to say that 
it meets with my most positive and emphatic dis- 
approval. In a little booklet sent out by your 
association there is printed on its title page the 
following: 

*‘What It Tried To Be and Is, 
What it Tries To Do and Does.’’ 

A careful perusal of the booklet explains very 
nicely the aims and desires of the association as 
set out onits title page, which are all very worthy 
and commendable, but I fail to find therein any 
authority for its president to drag the association 
into the limelight of politics and destroy the use- 
fulness and beneficial purposes of what might be 
a worthy and useful association. 

I consider your documents: ‘‘The Work that is 
Before Us, The Work Done at Chicago, Denver’s 
Appeal to the Business Man, and Your Answer to 
Mr. Bryan,” the effusions of a wild and extrava 
gant fanatic and unworthy the sober considera- 
tion of any level-headed business man. Your 
statements are fallacious; inconsistent in reason- 
ing; a travesty on justice and fair dealing between 
man and man; misleading and deceptive in prin- 
ciple and a liein ethics and morals. 

Your statements are so far below where the line 
of contempt is drawn that your profession of fair 


criticism is swallowed upin the slime and filthy 
muck of bigoted and rotten partisanship. 

In one place in your reply to Mr. Bryan you say 
you were always a Democrat until the Chicago 
convention of 1896. Your body never felt the glow 
of one dtop of good red Democratic blood in all 
your life. It is not within a good Democrat to 
utter such diatribes as you do, which are void of 
principle or consistency. 

You also say that in 1896 the Democratic party 
ceased to be Democratic and you left it. Yet, 
you and others who stood for ‘‘sound money and 
national honor,’’ calling yourselves the real and 
only Democratic party at that time, nominated a 
ticket which was financed by the Republican 
party, and went before the people with your 
banners to the breeze. You were repudiated by 
the people. Your party failed to carry a single 
precinct in the whole United States. So much for 
your kind of Democracy. 

When you sign all your appeals officially as pres- 
ident of the National Association of Manufactur- 
ers to business men, and advise them to shun the 
Democratic party and bury Mr. Bryan under an 
avalanche of votes in November, you insult the 
intelligence of your readers when you say at the 
same time that your association is not in politics. 

It is quite evident now that Mr. Bryan made a 
mistake in paying any attention to your fulmina- 
tions, as they were unworthy of his attention, and 
your further explosions are not likely to receive 
any notice whatever from him. 

A man who, it is generally admitted, can size 
up his fellow-man fairly and intelligently, has 
this to say about you: 

“T will say this,”’ says President Roosevelt a few 
weeks ago, “that, as President of the United 
States, I have had less trouble with Mr. Gompers 
and organized labor than I have had with Mr. 
Parry, Mr. Van Cleave, and the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers. I have not been able to 
agree with some of the extreme demands of organ- 
ized labor, but its representatives have been /ess 
intolerant and less violent than their opponents.”’ 

In conclusion, God forbid that the wage-earners 
of this nation should ever be compelled to address 
their petitions to you or men like you, and ask for 
their daily bread. 

M. D. WELCH, 
Secy. and Gen. Mer., Omaha Cooperage Co. 





CONVENTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


October 5, Washington, D. C., Bakery and Con- 
ectionery Workers’ International Union. 


October 5, St. Louis, Mo., International Union 
! Wood, Wire, and Metal Lathers. 

October 20, Cohoes, N. Y., United Textile Work- 
rs of America. 


November 9, Denver, Colo., American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


> 


a 


o 


November 10, Bangor, Pa., International Union 
of Slate Workers. 

November 12, Vinalhaven, Me., Lobster Fisher- 
men’s International Protective Association. 

December 7, New Orleans, La., Internationa) 
Brotherhood of Maintenance-of-Way Employes. 


December 7, Brooklyn, N. Y., National Alliance 
of B:ll Posters and Billers of America. 
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EDITORS OF LABOR PRESS. 


official labor journals of the country held 

in Chicago, September first, the follow- 

ing resolutions of confidence and endorse- 
ment were passed: 

WHEREAS, The action taken by the American 
labor movement, as expressed by the A. F. of L, 
in an effort to arouse the wage earners to the 
necessity of exercising their political franchise 
that labor may be protected in its constitutional 
rights; and 

WHEREAS, The opposition to Labor is conniving 
in every possible way to cast odium upon the lead- 
ers of our movement and especially President 
Samuel Gompers of the A. F. of L,. that our efforts 
may be nullified; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, the representatives 
of official labor journals, do hereby affirm 
our confidence in the integrity of Samuel 
Gompers, president of the A. F. of L., and 
the members of the Executive Council, in 
that they are carrying out the instructions 
and mandates of A. F. of L. conventions 
and protest meetings held to register the 
desire of the rank and file of wage earners 
against the legislative and judicial dis- 
crimination of our government and courts. 

Resolved, That it is significant that every ac- 
cre lited labor representative is using his greatest 
effort in support of labor’s program, which augers 
success in our undertaking. 

Before the adoption of these resolutions the fol- 
lowing adress was endorsed as expressing the 
sentiments of the conference: 

“The decision of the United States Supreme 
Court in the Hatter’s case, and the frequency by 
which injunctions areunfairly, and without the 
slightest warrant of law, being issued against the 
wage-worker warrants the official labor press of 
our common country in sounding a note of warn- 
ing. The highest courtin the land, having recently 
decided (Hatter’s case) that labor organizations 
come under the scope and operation of the Ster- 
man anti-trust law, it is only a step to a more 
drastic decision which shall sweep away all vestige 
of remaining rights commonly supposed to be 
within the sphere of trade union activity. In view 
of this apparent tendency of the courts, we assert 
that the saying: ‘‘Eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty,’’ has a much greater significance today 
than ever before. 

History records that in the past, rights and 
liberties of the people have been taken away from 
them one by one and that by this process in some 
countries which were formerly in full possession 
of many political rights and liberties, and whose 
people enjoyed the fullest scope in the exercise of 
self-government and a limited democracy, they 
have been stripped of all such rights and liberties 
and are living under limited monarchies and in 
some cases an absolutely despotic form of govern- 
ment. 

In the constitution of the United States, framed 
after the Revolution of 1776, the right of trial by 
jury was incorporated. It is known as part of the 
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“Bill of Rights’? which the colonists enjoyed 
under the British government. The trial by jury 
is guaranteed by the following articles in the 
federal constitution: 

‘Article VI, Inallcriminal prosecutions the ac- 
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district 
where the crime shall have been committed, which 
district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law; and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit- 
nesses against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have 
the assistance of counsel for his defense.’’ 

“Article VII. In suits at common law, where 
the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dol- 
lars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, 
and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re- 
examined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law.’’ 

‘* Article ITI, Section 2. The trial of all crimes, 
except in cases of impeachment, shal! be by jury, 
and such trial shall be held in the state where the 
said crimes shall have been committed, but when 
not committed within any state, the trial shall be 
at such place or places as the Congress may by 
law have directed.’’ 

By reading carefully the articles of the consti- 
tution as above quoted, providing for trial by jury, 
we find 7z¢ can not be denied in any case, except in 
that of impeachment. The words “‘in all criminal 
prosecutions,’’ admit of no exception. 

We aim not to exaggerate nor to unduly alarm 
but we are convinced that unless labor protects 
itself and then acts by exercising its political 
power, the evils against which we so justly com- 
plain will not only increase, but that finally all 
political and civil rights will be abridged or so 
curtailed by, ‘‘judge-made laws,’’ that our practi- 
cal and useful trade unions will become outlawed 
and rendered well-nigh useless. We have unlim- 
ited faith in the trade union movement, but see 
in the tendency of passing events that their use- 
fulness and growth will be retarded for years 
unless we rise to the occasion and app'y proper 
remedies before it is too late. We do not want to 
fight the good fight all over again. We protest 
against inactivity and apathy. We warn our mem- 
bers of impending danger and earnestly urge the 
men of labor to carefully study the situation, to 
cast aside partisanship for the time being, and so 
vote that Labor may be reinvested with its natural 
rights. We feel that we would be untrue and un- 
faithful to the cause we represent, if we did not at 
least give public expression to honest convictiors 
and sound a warning to our fellow men. 

The workers did not create the present situation. 
It was forced upon us by the selfishness of un- 
scrupulous manufacturers of the Van Cleave- Pest 
stripe and the avariciousness of grasping corpora- 
tions and high financiers. 

We have resolved to close our eyes to all except 
the well-being and best interests of the trade union 
cause, which, after all, should be the greatest 
concern of all. 
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We do not speak as partisans nor as strictly 
trade unionists, but rather as wage-earners, with 
no thought in view except the best interests of the 
toiling masses of our common country, and the 
trade union movement in particular. We feel that 
the trade union official organ, which is free toact, 
and will not do so in this crisis, will be guilty of 
shirking a bounden duty. Those papers which are 
tied by organic laws excepted, of course. 

We should go as far as possible in the direction 
best calculated tu terminate the steady encroach- 
ment of judges, who, acting independent of posi- 
tive laws, gradually establish a judicial oligarchy 
for our republican form of representative govern- 
ment and our boasted democracy. There should 
be none who are so blind as not to see that en- 
trenched capital will not yield an iota. We know 
that it will boldly follow every advantage it has 
gained by recent court decisions and add to it as 
occasion may present itself. We areconvinced by 
the plain logic of passing events that unless Labor 
asserts itself in the coming election, further en- 
croachment will be made on the rights of the 
workers. 

Do you think for one moment that Van Cleave 
etal. will voluntarily give up unfair advantages 
gained by judge-made laws which were rendered 
in defiance of the federal constitution. 

We do not deny the right-of capital or manufac- 
turers to exercise all the rights guaranteed them by 
the laws of our common country. We are willing 
to take our chances and abide by results honestly 
achieved, but we do object, as citizens, as working 
men and women, and as trade unionists, to being 
robbed of our constitutional rights by judge-made 


laws over the injunction route or by the applica- 
tion of laws which Congress neverintended should 


apply to industrial organizations. We ask for 
simple justice and the right to continue business 
without molestation by the unlawful application 
of judge-made law. 

If we transgress the laws, we invite punishment, 
but insist that it shall be in accord with the prin- 
ciple of the law for which this republic was con- 
ceived and established by humansacrifices. We 
warn the trades unions, the workers generally, and, 
indeed, all liberty-loving people, against the 
growing tendency of government by injunction 
and the flagrant attempt of the courts, in some in- 
stances,to fasten upon all the people regardless of 
affiliation an application of law that was never in- 
tended bythe law-making powers. 

Labor, through its chosen representatives, has 
petitioned Congress for redress until patience has 
ceased to bea virtue. Asa last resort an appeal 
was made to the two great political parties. One 
of the great political parties added insult to 
injury, adopting a plank which will legalize exist- 
ing illegal practices, and against which we so 
justly complain. It is as follows: 


Injunction Plank Adopted by Republican Con- 
vention. 


The Republican party will uphold at all times the au- 
thority and integrity of the courts, state and federal, 
and will ever insist that their powers to enforce their 
process and to protect life, liberty, and property shall 
be preserved inviolate. We believe, however. that the 
rules of the procedure in the federal courts with respect 
to the issuance of the writ of injunction should be more 
eceurately defined by statute, and that no injunctfon or 
temporary restraining order should be issued without 
notice, except where irreparable injury would result 
from delay, in which case a speedy hearing thereafter 
should be granted. 
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The Democratic party adopted a platform which, 
if enacted into law, will, in the opinion of those 
competent to judge, give us the justice for which 
we haveso long petitioned in vain. It is as foliows: 


Labor Plank Adopted by Democratic Convention. 


The courts of justice are the bulwark of our liberties 
and we yieid to none in our purpose to maintain their 
dignity. Uur party bas given to the bench a loug line of 
distinguished ju: ges whu haa added to the respect and 
confidence in which this department must be jexlously 
maintained. We resent the attempt of the Republican 
party to raise a false issue respecting the judiciary. It 
is an unjust m flection upon a gi eat body o: our ciuzens 
to assume that they lack respect for the couris, 

It is the function of the courts to interpret the laws 
which the people create, and 11 the laws appear to work 
economic, social or political injustice, it 18s our duty to 
change them, The onty basis upon which the integrity 
of our courts can stand is that of unswerving justice and 
protection of lite, personal liberty, »nd property. If judi- 
cial processes Muy be abused, we shouid guard them 
against abuse. 

Ex perience bas proven the necessity of modification 
of the present law relating to injunctions, and we reit- 
erale Lobe pledge ol our Dationa: piatiormsot lsttand 194 
in favor of the measure which parsed tbe United States 
Senate in ls6, but which a Kepublican ( o1: gress bas 
ever since refused to enact, relating to contempts in 
federal courts and providing for trial by jury in case of 
indirect contempt. 

Questions uo! judicial practice have arisen, especially 
in connection with industria! — 8s. We deem that 
the parties to all judicial proceedings should be treated 
with rigid impartiality, ang thatinjunctions should not 
be issued in apy cuses in which injunctions would not 
issue if nu industrial disputes were invoive d. 

The expanding organization of industi:y makes it 
essential that there shouid be no abridgment of the 
right of wage-earners and p: oducers to orgs nize for the 
protection of wages and tbe improvement of labor con- 
ditions to the end that such lavor organizations and 
their members should not be regarded as illegal combi- 
nations in restraint of trade. 

We favor the eight hour day on all government work. 

We pledge the Democratic party to the enactment of 
a law by VCovgress, as far as the federal jurisdiction 
extends, for a general employers’ liability uct covering 
injury to body or loss of life of employes. 

Ve pledge the Democratic party to the enactment of 
a law creating a department of labor, represented sepa- 
rately in the President’s cabinet, which department 
shall include the subjects of mines and mining. 


Under these circumstances, can we tamely and 
supinely submit to the existing situation. Or shall 
we as men worthy of our cause, exercise the in- 
herent right of franchise and show by our vote 
that we are capable of self-government? We call 
upon the workers to rise to the occasion, to cast 
aside party feelings and to vote for that which, in 
your opinion, guarantees simple justice and equal- 
ity before the law. The labor movement, despite 
all that may be said to the contrary, is face to 
face with a serious crisis. We feel that we 
would be recreant to our duty if we did not at 
least call attention to the situation as it exists, 
leaving it entirely to you to act as your conscience, 
self-respect and duty to your union and your fel- 
low-workers may dictate. 


The following resolution was adopted to provide 
for carrying out the sentiment expressed in the 
foregoing. 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to carry out 
the principles and objects set forth in the fore- 
going. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be, and is hereby 
requested to send to the labor press such matter 
as in its judgment will be best calculated to ac- 
complish the desired end and that we urge upon 
the labor press to publish the same. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to all labor papers. 
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‘Resolved, That the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST be declared the official journal of the Building Trades Depattment of 
the American Federation of Labor, and that the officers are instructed to effect an arrangement with the President of the 
American Federation of Labor with a view to securing space for the department in which shall be published important 
events regarding the building trades union movement, and that we urge upon Building Trades’ International Unions to 
urge upon their local unions to subscribe for at least one copy of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST.” 


Since the publication of the last report of the 
Building Trades Department, charters have been 
granted to the following cities: Reno, Nev.; Port- 
land, Oreg.; Pittsburg, Pa.; Passaic, N. J.; Little 
Rock, Ark.; Detroit, Mich.; Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; Rock Island, Lll.; Louisville, Ky., and 
Atlanta Ga. In addition to the applications from 
the boroughs of Greater New York that have not 
as yet been disposed of, there are pending those 
made by Milwaukee, Wis.; Hamilton, Ont.; St. 
Cloud, Minn.; Binghampton, N. Y., and Toronto, 
Ont. 

The work of organizing locals is proceeding in 
a very satisfactory manner. In many cities, when 
the season of the year and the general condition 
of the building trade is taken into consideration, 
it is safe to say that what has already been 
achieved during the summer months has been 
beyond expectations. 

Recent reports of building operations through- 
out the country are anything but encouraging. It 
is true that in some cities a gain, and, in a few in- 
stances, a remarkable gain, is shown over a like 
period of last year, but the work is of a cheaper 
order and does not hold out hope for a continu- 
ance of employment during the approaching 
winter. Chicago, during the early months of the 
summer, reported an encouraging increase, but 
the tendency seems now to be reversed for, in the 
last report received from that city, work had 
fallen to a loss of six per cent over the same time 
of last year. On the other hand, New York pre- 
sented the most depressing reports until very re- 
cently, when a marked change for the better 
manifested itself. In its several boroughs an in- 
crease amounting to about twenty per cent over 
last year is shown, but the gain is entirely con- 
fined to Manhattan, running as it does in excess 
of 80 per cent, as against a loss in Brooklyn of 45 
and 14 in the Bronx. 

Out of a total of 44 of the leading cities reported 
upon, a gain over a similar period of 1907 ap- 
pears to be shown of three and one-half per cent, 


in the cost of construction, but a review of the 

following table is sufficient to warrant the state- 

ment that the greatest number of workmen are 

affected in the cities reporting a decrea-e in the 

cost of the work now under construction. 
Per cent | Per cent 
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Strikes and labor troubles in their various forms 
have been less frequent this summer than tor 
some time past, this is all the more remarkable 
when it is understood that the trend of the times 
is to attempt a reduction in the wages of the buil:- 
ing mechanic during periods of industrial dis- 
tress, but the workmen as wellas the contractors 
and owners generally are to be congratulated on 
the existing pleasant relationship. If these bonds 
can be continued there is every hope, especialiy 
in view of all other influences that are being 
brought to bear on the trade, that a revival may 
be witnessed before unfavorable weather condi- 
tions interfere. Wo J. SPENCER, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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WHAT OuR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING. 


FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC. 


In this department is presented a comprehensive review of industrial conditions throughout the 


country. — 
This includes: 


A statement by American Federation of Labor general and local organizers of labor conditions in 


their vicinity. 


Increases in wages, reduction of hours, or improved conditions gained without strikes. 


Work done for union labels. 
Unions organized during the last month. 


City ordinances or state laws passed favorable to labor. 


Strikes or lockouts; causes, results. 


A report of this sort is rather a formidable task when it is remembered that nearly 1,000 of the 
organizers are volunteers, doing the organizing work and writing their reports after the day’s toil is 


finished in factory, mill, or mine. 


The matter herewith presented is valuable to all who take an intelligent interest in the industrial 


development of the country. 


It is accurate, varied, and comprehensive. 


The information comes from 


those familiar with the conditions of which they write. 

These organizers are themselves wage-workers. They participate in the struggles of the people 
for better conditions, help to win the victories, aid in securing legislation—in short, do the thousand 
and one things that go to round out the practical labor movement. 

Through an exchange of views in this department the wage workers in various sections of the 
country and the manifold branches of trade are kept in close touch with each other. 

Taken in connection with the reports from secretaries of international unions, this department 
gives a luminous vision of industrial advancement throughout the country, 


FROM INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS. 


Car Workers. 

G. W. Gibson.—Trade conditions are slowly 
improving. At this writing we have strikes in 
Marshalltown, Iowa, and Berwick, Pa., the cause 
being wage redu tions. We expect recognition of 
the union when the matterissettled. Newunions 
have been organized at Clinton and Mattoon, II. 
Employment only fair in the best sections of the 
country. 

Commercial Telegraphers. 


Wesley Russell.—We notice a slight improve- 
ment in trade conditions. No strikes or other 
troubles to report. During the month we had one 
death for which we expended $300 in benefit. 


Engineers (Steam). 


R. A. McKee.—Since last 1eport new unions have 
been formed in Memphis, Tenn.; Alliance, Ohio; 
Gulfport, Miss., and Portland, Ore. Nothing new 
to report at this writing. 


Fur Workers. 


A. V. McCormack.—Trade conditions are im- 
proving slightly. We are arranging to have a trade 
organizer always at work in extending our associa- 
tion. No strikes or lockoutsto report in our ranks. 
Employment rather slack. 


Glass Workers. 

Wm. Figolah.—Our efforts at this time are di- 
rected in order to maintain what we have secured 
through organization. A new union was recently 
organized in Atlanta, Ga. Trade conditions have 
been unsettled during the past season. 


Horseshoers. 

Roady Kenchan.— We have no unemployed mem- 
bers. Wages are the sameas last year. We are 
maintaining union conditions. New unions have 
been orgauized throughout the middle states and 
the south. We contemplate sending organizers 
throughout Canada with view to extending our or- 
ganization in that section. 


Machine Printers and Color Mixers. 
Jas. L. Mulham.—Our trade in fair condition. 
About eight percent of our members are out of 
employment at this time. 


Mule Spinners. 

Samuel Ross.—During the past season trade con- 
ditions have been dull, owing to the financial de- 
pression. About seventy-five per cent of machinery 
now running. Have started a campaign of organiza- 
tion for the mule spinners in Rhode Island, where 
we will form a district. 
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Pavers and Rammermen. 

John Pritchard.—We keep steadily agitating 
and organizing. Trade conditions have been dull 
and there are no signs of immediate improvement. 
In New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia there has 
been scarcity of work. 


Printing Pressmen. 


President Berry.—During the campaign of the 
pressmen since November, 1907. we have gained 
in membership over 2,200 members, and during 
that time we have spent on our eight hour day cam- 
paign over $900,000. We have at the present time 
700 men on strike in different sections of the 
country. As an example, in New York City, 
where we havea membership of 4,750, we have 
122 men on strike. In Chicago, with a member- 
ship of 3,400, we have 26 men onstrike. The only 
serious points affected are Atlanta, Akron, and 
Louisville, where practically all of our men are 
employed in one or two concerns. The Werner 
Company, of Akron, employed 168 of our mem- 
bers. After their plant had been closed for two 
months it reopened on the 20th of July with eight 
men to fill the places of the men onstrike. During 
the depression and financial panic we have not 
missed the payment of $7 and $9 per week to our 
affected members, local unions giving $5 per week 
each to the affected members, making a total of 
$14. Contrary to the general rule in time of stress, 
the International Printing Pressmen and Assis- 
tants’ Union has gained in membership. The 
movement for the inaugurat‘on of an eight hour 
workday for printing pressmen and assistants 
began November 19, 1907, after the present stag- 
nation began, and, in spite of it, the eight hour 
workday has been established in the trade through- 
out the whole continent of America. I am con- 
fident that as soon as trade revives we shall 
win every firm, including the Werner Company at 
Akron. We started off in the strike with $72,000 
in the treasury, and we have practically that 
amount now, although we have not failed to make 
payments every week, The employed members 
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enjoying the advantages of the eight hour day 
have gladly contributed to the support of those 
who are engaged in the contest, so that the funds 
of our international union have remained unim- 
paired. 


Print Cutters, 


Thos. Eastwood.—Since my last report we have 
succeeded in making agreement with the last of 
the Canadian manufacturers. Trade conditions 
good, although this is our dull season. 


Slate Workers. 


Thos. H. Palmer.—We are planning for better 
organization all along the line and will electa 
capable man who can devote all his time to this 
work. Trade conditions are dull owing to finan- 
cial stringency. 


Stove Mounters. 

J. H. Kaefer.—There are no changes in trades 
to report at this writing. Trade conditions are 
dull. Weexpended $200 in death benefits during 
the month. 


Tailors. 

John B. Lennon.—No improvement in trade con- 
ditions recently. We have conceded no wage re- 
ductions in any case. We formed union in Ever- 
ett, S. Dak., during the month. We had 15deaths 
among our members and paid in benefits the 
amount of $1,320. Expenditure for sick and dis- 
ablcd members was $1,475. 


Teamsters. 

Thomas L. Hughes.—Our trade in pretty fair 
shape. Employment is becoming more plentiful. 
All our local unions are holding their own. No 
strikes or troubles to report. We have formed 
new unions west of the Mississippi river. 


Woodsmen and Sawmill Workers. 
Ernest G. Pape.—Trade conditions are poor at 
this writing. Wages have been reduced and em- 
ployment has been unsteady for some time. 


FROM DISTRICT, STATE, AND LOCAL ORGANIZERS. 


ALABAMA, 
Birmingham.—Jas. B. Drake and J. H. Moseley: 
The unorganized workers are coming in line. 

Their conditions are very poor and there is a great 
feeling of unrest among them because of this. 
Mine workers are on strike and the state militia 
has been on the scene for the past month. The 
miners have accepted a petition for arbitration 
signed by 20,000 citizens, but operators have re- 
fused. Foundry employes have formed union and 
have unions of granite and quarry men, federal 
union, and foundry employes under way. The 
women’s label league is carrying on a good agita- 
tion for the union labels. The local labor paper is 
also booming the work along this line. Building 
trades fare better as regards steady employment 
than any other line of industry. 


ARKANSAS. 
Denning.—J. P. Gowing: 
Industrial conditions here are good, especially 
with the farmers. We aim to support men with 


union cards in the elections this fall in order that 
we may secure some favorable legislation during 
next session. Have four new unions under way. 


Hot Springs.—P. I. Hensley: 

It is absurd to try to compare the unionized 
conditions with the unorganized, as found in this 
section. Unionists have steady employment and 
good wages, while the unorganized receive poor 
wages and are never certain of employment. 
Work is slack in most lines. Carpenters secured 
settlement with the Arkansas Lumber and Con- 
tractors’ Supply Company. All unions in this sec- 
tion are working actively to elect candidates who 
favor our cause. Electrical workers are organizing. 
Good work has been done for the union labels. 


Little Rock.—\,. H. Moore: 

Central labor council has endorsed the political 
policy of the A. F. of L. Conditions are steadily 
improving, but there are yet a number of men out 
of work. Union men get much higher scale of 
wages than the unorganized. A structural build- 
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WHAT OUR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING 


ing trades council was formed here recently. 
Stonemasons have organized. Label committees 
are doing good work. 

Mina.—G. W. Lacy: 

Unions are maintaining conditions splendidly, 
considering the unsteady financial condition. 
Unorganized labor is in demoralized condition. 
Union men usually find steady employment, but 
not so with the unorganized. It speaks well for 
the unions in having upheld industrial conditions 
in time of need. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Vallejo.—J. B. Dale: 

Organized labor movement in good shape, and 
in some instances the unorganized workers are 
directly benefited by the unions. All union labels 
are being vigorously pushed and good results will 
follow. Employment is steady in all lines of in- 
dustry. About three thousand men are employed 
at MarelIsland Navy Yard. Toorganized labor isdue 
the credit for splendid. conditions which obtain 
here at this time. Earnest interest is shown in the 
political campaign. Trade unionists here firmly 
believe in supporting those who stand by them, 
and they intend to punish their enemies by defeat 
at the polls. 

COLORADO. 

Colorado Springs.- R. C. Wright: 

Labor conditions in this section are satisfactory, 

ecause of the activity of unions. All unions are 
working harmoniously. Work is fairly steady in 
all lines. No advance in wages since last report. 
We are pushing the union labels to the front all 
the time. 


FLORIDA. 

Pensacola.—t,ouis P. Head: 

Organized labor in good shape, but employment 
is slack on water front and in building trades. 
Navy yard has laid off a number of men on ac- 
count of lack of work. Citizens’ alliance which 
was formed here to disrupt labor unions, is making 
no headway. We formed a Central Trades Coun- 
cil during the month. Retail clerks and barbers 
have unions under way. An active league is doing 
good work for the union labels. 


GEORGIA. 

Columbus.—Cary Snyder: 

In the skilled trades, where the men are or- 
ganized we find conditions satisfactory; unskilled 
labor is not yet organized. Employment is steady, 
very few men idle in this city. We had only one 
strike during the year so far, The plumbers won 
their demand for eight hour day at $4.50. No 
wage reduction occurred in organized trades, but 
the unorganized workers with hardly any excep- 
tion were cut 10 per cent. Carpenters have union 
under way. 

Macon.—Herbert A. Wilson: 

Organized labor in good shape, considering the 
financial depression. Employment is becoming 
more plentiful now. All shops and factories with 
but two exceptions have started up and are run- 
ning full time. Unorganized workers do not fare 
so well as the unionists. The money panic affected 
them to amuch greater extent than it did the 
union men. Action taken by the unions in this 
city seems to meet public approval, while there 
seems to be little sympathy for the unorganized 
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workers. We elected a boilermaker on the labor 
ticket to the state legislature and a railway clerk 
county treasurer. The unionists of this section 
will vote as a unit. The union labels are boomed 
more than ever and there is increasing demand 
for them. Will form label league during the 
month. Printing pressmen and assistants have 
organized. Have stationary engineers, retail 
clerks, and electricians’ unions under way. Cen- 
tral Labor Union will probably affiliate with the 
A. F. of L. in the near future. The local manu- 
facturers’ association was a total failure. 


ILLINOIS. 


Cairo.—R. L. Finney: 

This section is ready for thorough organization 
and international unions would accomplish much 
good by sending their organizers thiough this 
section. Garment workers recently formed unicn. 
Electrical workers, stationary firemen, teamsters, 
and press feeders are about to organize. We are 
waging an active union label campaign in this 
city. Employment is fairly steady. 


Carlinville.—R. Bohrman: 

Pretty nearly all workers here belong to some 
‘trade organization. Condition of labor good. In 
this senatorial district we won a great victory in 
the nominations. All candidates are with us. 

Chicago.—T. C. Colgan: 

Employment is fairly steady. At the primary 
election during the month the candidates endorsed 
by the A. F. of L. were nominated. Weare con- 
tinually pushing the union labels. Organized 
labor in fair shape. 

£ilgin.—Frank E. Lethin: 

Since my last report the street-car employes on 
the Elgin and Belvidere line struck for higher 
wages and recognition of union. We had the city 
authorities on our side, and the imported strike- 
breakers of the Farley type were arreste:! on the 
first car they tried to operate and jailed tor carry- 
ing concealed weapons. One car was derui'ed on 
a switch, due tothe incompetency of moturman. 
The city authorities then rc fused to allow company 
to operate cars within the city limits, and as a re- 
sult the men gained every point for which they 
contended—higher wages, better hours, and union 
shop. 

Granville.—Chas. L,. Odekirk: 

Union men are securing better conditions than 
the unorganized, but employment is not steady. 
Organized one new union recently and have an- 
other under way. 

Mascoutah.—Jerry Spegal: 

All trades with exception of mill workers ave 
organized. Am working to get them in line and 
have their union pretty well under way. All union 
labels find good demand. 

Mattoon.—R. F. Craddick: 

Labor conditions fair in most lines, although 
railroad shops are working shorttime. Organized 
labor receives proper recognition, especially in the 
skilled trades. Few unskilled trades’ are organ- 
ized and their condition is not what it should be. 
Fair demand for all union labels. 

Mt. Carmel.—W. D. Haley: \ 

Condition of organized labor fair. There is not 
much improvement in unorganized conditions. 
Union men are vitally interested in the coming 
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election and their activity in politics is very evi- 
dent. We demand the union labels at all times. 
Have two new unions under way. 

O' Fallon.—¥. M. Evans: 

All labor in this section is organized with but 
one exception. Outside work is fairly steady. 
Improved conditions have been secured by the 
union men without strike. There is an increasing 
demand for all union labels. 


Springfield.—R. E. Woodmansee: J 

Orgauized labor of this city in excellent condi- 
tion. All organizations are making steady prog- 
ress. Employment has been steady, although it 
can not compare with last year. No changes in 
wages or working agreements since last report. 
All union labels are patronized. 


INDIANA. 

Evansville.—Emil Levy: 

Organized labor in fair shape despite the fact 
that employment is slack and a number of men 
areoutof employment. Tailors have formed union. 
There is constant demand for all union labels. 


Hammond.—l,. J. Witz: 

Organized labor has full sway in this city and 
vicinity. Conditions are steadily improving. All 
troubles have been settled. Clerks are organizing. 
We are urging patronage of all union labels. 


La Porte.—Chas. F. Kelling: 

Organized labor in good shape and enjoying 
steady work. We have had no strikes recently. 
A number of trades are doing splendid work for 
the union labels. 

Logansport.—Dora Smith and O P. Smith: 

Organized labor making steady progress and 
the movement is becoming stronger every day. 
Central body has a larger number of affiliated 
unions at this time than the same date last year. 
We are more than holding our ‘own, in spite of 
business depression. Employment in union shops, 
where union contracts have been signed is much 
steadier than we had hoped. In several unorgan- 
ized establishments, wage reductions have been 
forced. The unorganized workers are beginning 
to get in line, for they see the real benefit of the 
unions more clearly in hard times. A number of 
unions show large increase in membership and 
conditions are fairly satisfactory. Labor Day was 
celebrated with marked enthusiasm this year. 
All union labels are in steady demand. Teamsters 
and theatrical stage employes have formed unions, 
and meat cutters’ union is under way. 

Mt. Vernon.—James K. Kreutzinger: 

As yet there has not been much change for the 
better as regards the state of employment. Union 
men naturally secure better conditions than the 
unorganized. The second session of the first In- 
diana district conference was held in this city in 
August and elected officers for the year. The 
meeting was addressed by able labor leaders 
among whom were M. Grant Hamilton of A. F. of L. 
and Mr. Hughes of iron molders’ union. It is the 
intention to effect a complete district organization 
with executive board having powerto regulate 
matters of local import in the first Congressional 
district. I intend this fall at state convention of 
Indiana Federation of Labor at Vincennes to urge 
the organization of similar bodies throughout the 
Sea es. All union labels find good de- 
mand. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 


Vincennes.—J. O. Loten: 

All trade unions in good shape, although work 
during the past season was slack. Employment is 
picking up now and we look for much improve- 
ment. All union men have fairly satisfactory 
conditions. Unskilled labor is in bade shape and 
needs organization. We are trying to get a fed- 
eral labor union in line, and expect to report it 
organized next month. 


IOWA. 


Burlingion.—W. T. Bradfield: 

Employment is steady in all trades. Labor con- 
ditions in this section fair. Boilermakers are 
engaged in strike at this writing and we expect to 
see them win. 

Cedar Rapids.—A. J. Cronkhite: 

Organized labor was never in better shape. All 
building trades are working and a great number 
of men from other localities have come here to 
find employment. All organized workers are se- 
curing good wages. Unskilled workers get $2 for 
eight hour day. Unskilled, unorganized labor re- 
ceives from $1.50 to $1.75 a day of nine to ten 
hours and any kind of working conditions. The 
planing mills employes who are organized under 
the carpenters won strike for recognition of union 
shop. Workers throughout the state were enthu- 
siastic in their preparation for Labor Day demon- 
stration, which was a credit to their efforts. All 
union labels are patronized. 

Lyons.-—-G. F. Tucker: 

Union men are securing fair conditions and 
steady employment, which can not be said of the 
unorganized. There is steady demand for organ- 
ized labor. Printers’ union signed up with a daily 
newspaper after being on strike for two years. 
Typographical union and cigarmakers are partic- 
ularly active in the work for the union labels. 
City council recently voted to employ union labor 
in the erection of the new fire station. Carriage 
workers and plumbers have unions under way. 


Waterloo.—E. G. Pullen: 

Organized labor in fine shape. Building trades 
are doing well. A number of buildings are being 
erected which employ only union labor through- 
out. Employment in other lines fairly steady. 
Shoe workers are organizing. A steady agitation 
for the union labels is carried on. 


KANSAS. 


Atchison.—Lee Gunnison: 

Organized labor in demand at higher wages 
than the non-unionists can command. Conditions 
are not normal, while employment averages about 
four or five daysa week. Painters have union 
under way. All union men patronize the union 
labels. 

Columbia.—Sim A. Bramilette: 

Considering the general enforced idleness 
throughout the state organized labor is in very 
good shape. Unorganized workers are in poor 
shape, and the general tendency is toward trade 
organization. Thereisa great difference in the 
condition of unorganized labor as compared with 
the organized trades, who throug their persistent 
efforts have secured fairly satisfactory conditions. 
Great interest is manifested in politics by the 
workers. This has not been noticeable in previous 
general elections and will no doubt show results. 





WHAT OUR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING 


Central body at Girard and musicians of Weir have 
organized during the month. Have street railway 
employes of Girard under way. The demand for 
union labeled goods is becoming general through- 
out this section. 

Jola.—Pratt Williamson: 

Conditions are improving, although employment 
has been slack for some time. Carpenters are 
making progress as regards increased membership. 
One brick contractor who has held out against the 
union came in line with us during the month. 

Pittsburg.—G. W. Winkler: 

Prospects are good for steady employment. Or- 
ganized labor in good shape, but condition of un- 
organized labor is poor. Laundry workers have 
formed union. Have two new unions under way. 


KENTUCKY. 


Mayfield.—W. A. Roberts: 
The unions are holding their own splendidly. 


The interests of the unions have been promoted 


by powerful union label agitation. The unionists 
of this section are aware of the fact that the union 
label is a weapon of offense as well as defense. 
The purchasing power of the union label is begin- 
ning to be respected by merchants and manufac- 
turers. Unorganized trades are in poor shape. In 
most cases the unorganized workers are unable to 
read or write, and it is a difficult matter to get such 
people to organize for self-protection. It is self- 
evident fact that among the better educated 
workers organization is fostered with greater re- 
sults. 
LOUISIANA, 

New Orleans.—J. E. Schroth: 

The work of organization in this section is mak- 
ing steady progress. Employmentis picking up 
and we look for steady season. Organized work- 
ers are advancing rapidly because of their per- 
sistent and united efforts to improve conditions. 
Textile workers are organizing. At this timethey 
are on strike against a cut of 20 per cent in wages. 
Several labor laws have gone into effect recently. 


MAINE. 

Biddeford.—E. L. Leighton: 

Organized labor is slowly but surely making 
progress. We are fighting the battle for the un- 
organized as well as the organized workers. Em- 
ployment is fairly steady at this time. Spinning 
room employes have organized union under the 
textile workers. 

Rumford.—Frank M. Taylor: 

Organized labor in this section celebrated Labor 
Day in a very creditable manner. Women’s label 
league, which was recently formed, is doing splen- 
did work in demanding and agitating the union 
labels. There is a splendid demand for union- 
made articles. Barbers organized during the 
month. Union men have far superior conditions 
to the unorganized. 

Vinalhaven.—Winslow Roberts: 

Union men are enjoying fairly good conditions, 
although employment has not been steady. All 
un:on labels find good patronage. 


MARYLAND. 


Laltimore.—Gustav Mechau: 
Trade unions are holding their own. Employ- 
ment has been unsteady for some time. City coun- 
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cil is active in enforcing the eight hour law in 
every instance. Union label committee is doing 
splendid work in behalf of the union labels. 
Broommakers are forming union. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge.—Harry W. Joel: 

Employment fairly steady for organized trades. 
Union men have conditions far superior tothe un- 
organized. Good demand for all union labels in 
this section. 

Fall River.—M. J. Maloney: 

Considering the financial depression of the past 
eight months, organized labor is securing good 
conditions and standard wages. Textile workers 
have been running short time. Teamsters, waiters, 
and cooks have formed unions. Judging from ob- 
servations in this section, organized labor will 
show its power in politics. All union labels find 
good patronage. 

Haverhill.—Fred M. Knight: 

Organized labor is taking more than passing in- 
terest in the political situation this fall. Although 
this is a Republican city, the unions endorsed the 
stand taken by the A. F. of L. in endorsing the 
Democratic platform and will vote the Democratic 
ticket. Organized working conditions are far 
ahead of the unorganized. Central Labor Union 
has an active union label committee constantly 
agitating the union labels. Business men declare 
there is a steadily increasing demand for union 
labeled goods. Street railway employes have 
formed union. Expect to organize a union of hat- 
ters shortly. 

Marlboro.—Philip J. Byrne: 

Work is becoming more plentiful. Have visited 
the state of Pennsylvania and found all industries 
suffering from the depression during the summer. 
Apparently the working people are taking more 
interest in the union label agitation and union 
card than heretofore. Am constantly doing all 
possible to educate the workers along these lines. 

Milford.—Patrick Dacey: 

In this locality organized workers have secured 
for themselves good conditions. On the other hand 
the unorganized workers have poor conditions, 
long hours, and low pay. Employment rather 
slack. 

Newton.—M. L. Chivers: 

Union men are enjoying fairly steady employ- 
ment. The prevailing workday is the eight hour 
day and wages are fair. All these conditions have 
been secured by the organizations without strike. 
All union men demand the union labels when 
purchasing. 

Pitisfield.—John B. Mickle: 

Practically all industries here are organized, and 
holding their own as regards working conditions. 
Employment has been fairly steady. There is good 
demand for all union labels. We had asplendid 
celebration of Labor Day in this city. 


MICHIGAN. 

Kalamazoo.—E. H. Ellis: 

Industrial conditions fair. Bricklayers and 
masons had small strike during the month. Will 
reorganize the clerks during the month. 

Lansing.—Edward McAfee: 

In some cases the unorganized workers here 
were subjected to wage reductions, but this did 
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not occur in any organized industry. On thecon- 
trary, some of the organized workers have in- 
creased wages as much as $2 per week and with- 
out strike. 

Marine City.—C. F. Farman: 

Unionists secure fair conditions and are nearly 
allemployed. The financial depression had no 
effect on the wages of organized workers. Wedo 
all we can to boom the union labels. 


MINNESOTA. 


Brainerd.—John M. Taylor: 

Employment is becoming more plentiful. Union 
men enjoy steady work and suffered no wage re- 
duction because of the financial disturbance. 
City laborers secured increase of 25 cents a day. 
Our union label committee is very active. 

Faribault.—J. E. Logue: 

Wherever the workers are organized they have 
secured shorter workday and improved conditions. 
The eight hour day, which was secured without 
trouble, is now enjoyed by organized workers. 
We are advertising all union labels. 

Minneapolis.—E. G. Hall: 

Employment is steady in nearly all organized 
trades, but there is scarcity of work among the 
unskilled workers outside the organizations. An 
effort is now being made to organize the women 
workers of this city. The organization of a trades 
union label league is already under way and we 
hope through this organization to gain other lines. 
Label council is doing good work for the union 
labels. 

St. Paul.—T. F. Thomas: 

Industrial conditions are improving. Expect to 
organize several new unions shortly. It seems the 
unorganized workers are recovering somewhat 
from the business depression and realize that trade 
organization really means industrial independence. 
We are alive to the political situation and intend 
to stand by our friends and defeat our enemies in 
the elections this fall. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Gulfport.—G. E. Wilson: 

Organized labor holding its own, but unorgan- 
ized workers are in a demoralized condition, work- 
ing for wages as low as $1 per day. Employment 
is fairly steady and becoming more plentiful. Saw- 
mills are opening up and railroads are increasing 
work forces. The union label is always a live topic of 
interest to all organized workers and much good 
work is done in that direction. Stationary engi- 
neers of this city and one union in Hattiesburg 
have been formed during the month. Have sev- 
eral new unions under way. 


MISSOURI. 


De Soto.—B. A. Bell: 

All skilled labor is organized and in good con- 
dition. Employment is becoming more plentiful. 
Organized labor has by far the best conditions. 
Shoe workers are organizing. All union men ask 
for the union labels when purchasing. 

Joplin.—Chas. W. Fear: 

Business generally has been dull during the 
past season. Among organized workers, however, 
there has been no suffering from lack of employ- 
ment. The unions did not accept wage reductions. 


Unorganized trades are demoralized and work is 
scarce. The contrast between the conditions of 
the two classes is so marked as to cause comment. 
A movement has been planned by the trades as- 
sembly of this city to hold open meetings and get 
organizers from the various international unions 
for a few weeks in order to build up the existing 
unions and organize new unions. Considerable 
literature on the union labels and organizing 
literature has been distributed with good results. 
Stage employes, retail clerks, street railway men, 
cooks, and waiters are getting ready to organize. 

Kansas City.—John T. Smith: 

Organized labor in good shape. Large majority 
of unemployed workers during the past season 
were unorganized workmen. Employment at this 
time is fairly steady in most industries. Marble 
workers formed union during the month. Elevator 
operators have union under way. All union labels 
are demanded. 

Marceline.—Geo. R. McGregor: 

Nearly all industries are working only two- 
thirds time. Organized trades in good shape. The 
unionists in this section are firm believers in the 
eight hour day and insist on the union labels at 
all times. Have one new union under way. 

St. Louis.—Eugene Sarber: 

Employers have taken advantage of the indus- 
trial depression and have forced general wage re- 
duction. Unorganized workers are taking any 
wage offered them. Union people doa little better. 
About twenty per cent of the workers are idle. 


. MONTANA. 


Miles City.—1. E. Dunn: 

Through the influence vf their unions, union 
men have secured from five to ten cents an hour 
more than the unorganized workmen. About four- 
fifths of the carpenters and fully 95 percent of the 
painters are thoroughly organized. Employment 
is steady, but we do not look for much work dur- 
ing January, February and March. Contractors 
conceded the nine hour day and union scale of 
wages to union men without strike. A federal 
union was organized duringthemonth. Plumbers 
and barbers expect to organize shortly. All union 
men are asking for strictly union made goods. 

Missoula.—Frank C. Ives: 

Organized trades are enjoying satisfactory con- 
ditions and steady employment. Unorganized 
conditions are not up to the standard by any 
means. Woodsmen and sawmill workers of Beaver, 
also at Evars have been organized. 

Red Lodge.—John Massow: 

There is plenty of work for the men here and 
there are enough men to do it. Everything 
looks good. Retail clerks organized during month. 
Bartenders have union under way. 


NEBRASKA. 


Lincoln.—T. C. Kelsey: 

Employment is fairly steady. The central labor 
union, at its first meeting after the adoption of 
the A. F._ of L. planks by the Democratic platform, 
endorsed its candidate by rising vote and without 
a dissenting voice. We put every man on his rec- 
ord. Stage employes formed union during month. 
Have unions of teamsters, cement workers, and 
glove workers under way. 
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WHAT OUR ORGANIZERS ARE DOING 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Concord.—C. J. French: 

Unorganized workmen do not receive as high 
wayes as the organized workers, but they seem 
to accept their low wages without any objections 
whatever, and they naturally are far behind the 
union men as regards conditions. Employment is 
quite steady. It behooves workingmen to remem- 
ber the industrial depression and its attendant 
condition during the past year, and when you vote 
this fall stand together for principles, just as you 
do on Labor Day. Clerks are ready to organize. 
There is steady demand for all union labels. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Newark.—Geo. J. Bartels: 

Federated Trades Council and Structural Alli- 
ance formed a joint political trades assembly for 
the benefit of organized labor. Hatters and cigar- 
makers are particularly active in union label agi- 
tation. Have organized one new union during 
the month. 

Vineland.—E. E. Howe: 

Employment is becoming steadier, although 
there is much room for improvement. We are es- 
pecially urging patronage of all union labels. 


NEW YORK. 


Albany.—William A. McCabe: 

Union men did not suffer any wage reduction 
as result of the business depression, but unorgan- 
ized workers are obliged to take whatever is of- 
fered. Most workmen have been on three-fourths 
time forthe past six months. Labor unions of 
this section have erected a tuberculosis hospital 
which will accommodate about twenty patients. 
Great interest is taken by workingmen in the 
means of preventing this disease. There is fair 
demand of all union labels in this section. 

Amsterdam.—Wm. York: 

Employment has been very slack here during 
summer because of the financial depression. 

Palmer.—William F. Hazel: 

All trades in this vicinity are organized. Paper- 
makers are on s rike to maintain their wage scale. 
Great interest is taken in the work for the union 
labels, and there is increasing demand for them. 

Syracuse.—Robert Kinney: 

The business depression has been felt here. Some 
of the men were thrown out of employment dur- 
ing summer, but we look forimprovement shortly. 
Women’s label league is doing good work. 

Ticonderoga.—Forest Munger: 

Organized labor in fairshape. Employment has 
not been steady during summer. Papermakers 
and sulphite workers are on strike at this time. 
All union labels are constantly promoted by com- 
mittee from Central Labor Union. A federal 
union will be organized during month. 

Yonkers.—John T. Windell: 

Employment has been very unsteady during 
summer months, but organized trades have main- 
tained far better conditions than the unorganized. 
We expect to organize a county federation of labor 
in Winchester County. Waiters organized during 
4 month, We are constantly agitating all union 
abdeis, 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Goldsboro.—Joel Powers: 

Organized labor in fair shape and enjoying 
steady employment. Through the efforts of trade 
unions better sanitary conditions have been es- 
tablished in factories and work shops, The next 
session of state legislature will see strong agita- 
tion for an adequate child labor law. 


OHIO. 


Bellefontaine.—A. M. Armer: 

Employment fair and shows signs of still further 
improvement. Organized trades in good shape. 
Boilermakers are on strike against piecework in 
shop on the Big Four railroad. Strike has not yet 
been settled, but negotiations are on. 

Cambridge.—Albert E. Pitt: 

Considering the dull times of the past eight 
months, organized labor is in splendid condition. 
Building trades are thoroughly organized, and 
hours and working conditions are good. Most 
trades have been working about half time. There 
is great difference in the condition of organized 
and unorganized labor and wages range from 10 
to 50 per cent higher for union men than for non- 
union men. Central trades assembly is pushing the 
work for the union labels. 

Conneaut.—E. H. Martin: 

Building trades have had steady employment, 
although a little dull at this writing. No strikes 
or changes in conditions since last report. Musi- 
cians are organizing. Union label agitation is dis- 
cussed and urged at all union meetings. 

East Palestine.—Geo. H. Allcorn: 

Most industries have been steadily employed 
three-fourths time during summer. Theeight hour 
law for children employed in potteries is being 
strictly enforced. No changes in conditions to re- 
port at this date. 

Fremont.—H. A. Smith: 

Employment steady considering the season. 
Molders secured slight increase in wages and 
improved conditions after short lockout. In every 
instance union men have better hours and wages 
than the unorganized workers. All unions are 
active politically and we will try to fill legislative 
offices with union card men. Meat cutters are organ- 
izing. A steady agitation of union labels is kept up. 

Niles.—D. E. Howells: 

A Central Labor Union has been formed in this 
city during month. Employment uncertain during 
the past season. 

Portsmouth.—John F. Schmitt: 

Employes of Norkfolk and Western Railway 
Company refused to accept wage reduction offered 
by the company, whereupon the company recalled 
the wage reduction. Laundry workers, teamsters 
and others are organizing. There is fair demand 
for all union labels. 

Spring field.—C. W. Rich: 

Organized labor is more than holding its own. 
Employment is becoming steadier. All city em- 
ployes were granted weekly half-holiday without 
reduction in wages, and without strike. Greater 
activity than ever before was shown in the Labor 
Day celebration this year by all workers. It 
would be informing to some, to realize the en- 
thusiasm of organized workers. 
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Convention Call! 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 
Headquarters, 423-425 G Street N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., September 19, 1908. 
To All Affiliated Uni »ns— Greeting: 

You are hereby advised that, in pursuance to the con- 
stitution of the American Federation of Labor, the 
twenty-eighth annual convention of the Americ«n Fed- 
eration of Labor will be held at Denver, Colo., beginning 
10 o’clock Monday morning, November 9, 1908, and will 
continue in session from day to day until the business 
of the convention has been completed. 


Representation. 


Representation in the convention will be on the fol- 
lowing basis: From national or international unions, for 
less than 4,000 members, one delegate; 4,000 or more, two 
delegates: 8(00 or more, three delegates; 16,000 or more, 
four delegates; 32.0.0 or more, five delegates; 64,000 or 
more, six delegates; 128,(00 or more, seven delegates, and 
so on; and from central bodies and state federations, 
and from local trade unions not having @ national or 


international union, and from federal labor unions, one 
delegate. 

Organizations to be entitled to representation must 
have obtained a certificate of affiliation (charter) at 
least one month prior to the convention, and no person 
will be recognized as a delegate who is not a member in 
ome standing of the organization he is elected to repre- 
sent. 

ONLY bona fide WAGE-WORKERS., WHO ARE NoiT 
MEMBERS OF, OR ELIGIBLE TO MEMBERSHIP IN 
OTHER TRADE UNIONS, ARE ELIGIBLE AS DEL- 
EGATES FROM FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 

Delegates must be selected at least two weeks previous 
to the convention, and their names forwarded to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of Labor immedi- 
ately after their election. 

Delegates are not entitled to seats in the convention 
unless the tax of their organizations has been paid in 
full to September 30, 1908. 

‘he importance of vur organizations and our movement, 
the duty ot the hour and for the future, demand that every 
organization entitled to representation shall send its full 
_ of delegates to the Denver convention, November 9, 


Do not allow favoritism to influence you in selecting your 
delegates. Be fully represented. 

Be repres-nted by your ablest, best, most experienced, 
and faithful members. 


Credentials. 

Credentials in duplicate are forwarded to all affiliated 
unions. The ORIGINAL CREDENTIALS must be 
given to the delegate-elect and the DUPLICATE for- 
warded to the AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
office, 423-425 G Street Northwest, Washington, D. C. 

The Committee on Credentials will meet at the head- 
quarters of the American Federation of Labor six days 
previous to the opening of the convention, and will! re 

rt immediately upon the opening thereof at Denver; 

ence secretaries will observe the necessity of mailing 

the duplicate credentials of their respective delegates at 
the earliest possible moment to Washington, D. U. 


Grievances. 

Under the law no grievance can be considered by the 
convention that has been decided by a previous con- 
vention, except upon the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Council, nor will any grievance be considered 
where the parties thereto have not previously held con- 
ference and attempted to adjust the same themselves. 


Railroad Rates. 


The various passenger associations have been re- 
quested to grant a special rate. A special rate has been 
granted which is practically on a basisof two ceuts per 
mile. Full particulars relative to railroad rates wil! be 
mailed to each delegate as soon as his credential is re- 
ceived at American Federation of Labor Headquariers. 


Hotel Rates. 

Albany Hotel, $1 to $3 per day, European plan; Adams 
Hotel, $l per day, European plan; Adams Hotel, $3 per 
day, American plan; Markham Hotel, 75 cents ano $1 
= day, European plan; Savoy Hotel, $1.50 to $2 per day, 

Suropean plan. 

Reservations in any of the above hotels can be made 
by addressing the chairman of the hotel committee, R. 
G. Moser, care of Room 315, Appel Building, Denver, 
Colo. The committee is also prepared to make reserva- 
tions in other hotels at rates ranging from 75 cents per 


ay up. 
eadquarters of the Executive Council will be at the 
Albany Hotel. 

Delegates should notify chairman of the arrangements 
committee, R. G. Moser, care of Room 315, Appel Build- 
ing, Denver, Colo., stating time of their contemplated 
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arrival at Denver. and over which road they will travel. 
If there be any further information regarding thecon- 
vention, or the arrangements for the conven:ence of the 
delegates, it will be communicated in a later circular, 
or through the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
test: President. 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary. 

JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President. 

JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice-President. 

JAMES O’CONNELL, Third Vice-President. 

Max Morris, Fourth Vice-President. 

D. A. HAYES Fifth Vice-Presiwent. 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, Sixth Vice-President. 

Ww. DL. HUBER, Seventh Vice-President. 

Jos. F.VALENTINE, Eighth Vice-President. 

JOHN B, LENNON, Treasurer. 

Executive (ouocil, American 
Federation ot Labor. 
Secretaries will please read this cal! at first meeting of 

their organization. Laborand reform press please copy. 


Official Circular. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 15, 1908. 


To all Organized Labor: 

The uudersigued, the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of bor, in session at Washington, 
D. C., September ¥-18, had submitted to us, and we 
unanimously approved and indorsed the following re- 
port of the sabor representation committee, and which" 
we urge every worker and friend to read, and take such 
action as will most effectually carry the same into 
effect: 

LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., September 10, 1908. 


To | ae Council of the American Federation of 
abor: 

COLLEAGUEs: The undersigned labor representation 
committee selected by you tuo conduct the political 
activities of Lhe organized effurts of the workers in the 
present political campaign to attain the legislative relief 
and remedy as outlined by the Minneapolisand Norfolk 
conventions of the American Federation of bor; by 
the great conference of the responsible officers and other 
representatives of intervational unions, held at Washing- 
ton, D. C., March, 198, and the di:ections given by you at 
our several meetings, begs leave tosubmilt the foliowing: 
We have held several meetings to considerand act upon 
the many matters committed to us, and those which 
from time to time have arisen. 

We directed tv be published in the August issue of the 
AMERICAN FFDERATIONIST the report of the American 
Federation of Labor Legisiative Committee submitted 
to and approved by the Executive Counci!. That re- 
port particularly recounted the failure of Congress to 
pass tne legislation necessary to restore and safeguard 
Lhe normal activities of organized labor’s existence, as 
denied now by the decision of the United sStaies Su- 
preme Court, by holding that the unions of workers 
come under the Shermexn anti-trust law, are trusts, 
conspiracies, or combinations in illegal restraint. of 
trade, rendering member. of the voluntary organiza- 
tions of labor liable tu threefold damages aud pros cu- 
tions invoiving fines of $5,000 snd imprisonment for one 
year. Also the failure of Congress to consider, much 
less enact, any bill to secure the workers the constitu- 
lional guarantee of equality before the law by remedy- 
ing the abuse and perversion of the injunction process. 

We issued the circular to all organized labor as di- 
rected by you setting forth the identical planks which 
we urged the Republican and Democratic party conven- 
tions to incorporate io their respective platiorms, the 
declarations which both parties ivcorporated, and the 
treatment accorded the Executive Council by both 
parties. 

We have sent organizers into the Danville, I'l., con- 
gressional district (Speaker Cannon's district), and into 
a number of other congressional districts, carrying out 
the policy of the American labor movement as directed 
by the conventions at Minneapolis and Norfolk, by the 
Washington labor conference, by this Executive Coun- 
cil, and by the great mass meetings beld throughout the 
country April 19-2v. 

We desire to cali attention to the fact that a number 
of eonspicuous ya both in the United States 
Senate and in the House of Representatives, have been 
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defeated for renomination through the activity inaugu- 
rated by us and by our fellow-unionisis in their respec- 
tive states or districts; and, further, that a number of 
union men have been nominated tor Congress, and it is 
our purpose to render them every aid within our power 
to secure their election. 

It is our purpose, to the full extent of our financial re- 
sources, to appoint anumber of organizers and print 
such literature as deals with the primary and important 
interests of labor. Incident thereto we have issued a 
supplementary appeal tor financial assistance to the one 
issued a few months ago requesting voluntary financial 
contributions. 

In addition to the funds already contributed we rec- 
ommend that another appeal be issued to secure finpan- 
cial means to further the election of men favorable to 
achieving the justice, rights. and equality before the law 
to which the toileis are entitled, and to defeat such can- 
didaies who are indifferent or hostile to such legislative 
relief. Wesball, in the future, as we have in the st, 
shape our course upon a non-partisan basis. We have 
judged and propose to judge candidates for any office 
upon their records and attitude, and not because of their 
political party affiliation, and tbe funds obtained by 
previous, as well as to obtained by the proposed, 
circular have been and will be used for general purposes 
as herein set forth and not for partisan purposes. 

We have had a number of officers of international 
unions offer their services, as well as the services of or- 

anizers, to help both in organizing work, and, particu- 

arly at this time, in the furtherance of Labor’s political 

campaign. We would recommend that officers of inter- 
nationai unions be communicated with turther for the 

urpose of placing orgavizers at our disposa! to help 
fa rther in this work to promote the genera! and specific 
interests of labor. 

We also recommend that a 1equest be made to the ex- 
ecutive officers of national and international organiza- 
tions affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, 
and other triendly associations, to issue immediately a 
circular to their respective organizations urging com- 
pliance with provisions of this document, 

Attention is called to the 8) mposium articles pub- 
lished in the September issue of the AMERICAN FEDER- 
ATIONIST On Labor’s political duty at this time. and also 
the resolutions adopted by the conventions of interna- 
tional unions, by the city central bodies, as well as ex- 
pressions of some of the most active men in the labor 
movement of our country. They all show, as do the re- 
ports from our fellow-workers throughout the United 
States, that there is an unanimity of sentiment and de- 
termination to fully carry out the policy declared by 
the organized labor moveme: t, not only in the conven- 
tions of the American Federation of Labor, the interna- 
tional union conventions, the state federations, the city 
central bodies, bu’ xlso in the lo-al unions composed of 
the great rank of the organized workers of our country. 

We desire to refute bere the aspersions that bave been 
cast upon the Executive Council and particularly one 
of its members, President Gompers, that it is our pur- 
pose, or his, to dictate to the working people of our 
country bow they should cast their votes in the coming 
elections, nor has any one promised the vote of the 
working people to any particular party. We have 
strongly, clearly, and emphatically, as it was our duty, 
presented the situation in which the working people of 
the country find themselves, the demands which labor 
bas made upon both political parties as to necessary ac- 
tion which they should take, the treatment they have 
received, and have appealed to the Judgment and pa- 
triotism of the working people and the friends of labor 
throughout the country, since both political parties 
have spoken, to make their choice as their conscience 
may dictate. 

The mispresentation of newspapers and others to the 
contrary notwithstanding, we repeat and insist, and we 
have so conducted and propose to so conduct our course, 
that the labor movement sball remain as free and in- 
dependent from political partisan domination as it has 
ever been in its history. 

You, as an Executive Council, and weas your labor 
representation committee, have endeavorea to carry 
into eff-ct the declared policy of the great rank and file 
of the toilers, The conventions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have timeand time again declared that 
there is no tendency so dangerous to persona! liberty, 
so destructive to free institutions and of a republican 
form of government as the present misuse and exien- 
sion of the equity power through the usurpation by the 
judiciary; that candidates for office “be carefully in- 
vestigated as to theiracts and interrogated #s to their 
position on this matter before they be given any su 
port,and that those, who m their actions or their 
expressions are deemed unsound, be, regardless of any 
other question, repudiated,” and organized labor's 
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farther declaration, when the great conference at Wash- 
ington and the mass meetings throughout the country 
were heid, that we now call upon the workers of our 
common country to stand fa —— by our friends, 
oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be candi- 
dates for President, for Congress, or other offices, 
whether executive, legisiative, or Judicial. 
Fraternally yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 


JAMES O’CONNELL, 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Labor Representation Committee, 
American Federation of Labor. 


The present situation in which the workers of our 
country are placed by reason of the decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States by which the nor- 
mal activities of Labor’s associated tfforts are jJeopar- 
dized and made unlawful, «nd the men constituting the 
rank and file of our movement threatened with civil 
suits, xs weil as persecution under the terms of the 
Sherman anti-trust law; the perversion, the abuse, and 
misdirection of the writ of injunction, under which 
many men throughout the country, including Samuel 
Gompers, John Mitchell, and "rank Morrison, have 
either been sent to jail or are now threatened with and 
undergoing proceedings by which they muy be sent to 
jail, demands that every worker and citizen at this 
crucial time should know the facts and do his duty. 

Weappral to the officers of the national and interna- 
tiona! unions to give not only their own personal service 
but to place such organizers as they can at the disposal 
ofthe labor representation committee, thatsuch national 
officers issue as jal appeal to their local uuions and 
lodges to the end that voluntary contributions of finan- 
cial assistance be made by the workers to aid in carry- 
ing into effect Labor’s declared policy “to stand faith- 
fully by our friends, oppose and defeat our enemies, 
whether they be candidates for President, or Congress, 
4 oper offices, whether executive, legislative, or judi- 
cia 

We appeal to all the labor and reform press of the 
country to aid in this duty of the hour, and to all work- 
ers and friends to rise to the occasion which the exigen- 
cies of the time demand to the end that the voluntary 
organizations of labor, which have done and are doing 
so much to maintain the American standard of life, to 
sustain the American ideal of home, the American sense 
of equality and Justice before the law, shall not be out- 
lawed, cripp ed, or destroyed, and that the men of labor, 
the yeomanry of our republic’s welfare and perpetuity, 
shall be sustained in their determination tostand as the 
vanguard and defenders of persona! rights and human 
liberty. 

Gonsctoun of the nobility of our movement, the 
honorable aspirations of our cause, and the triumph of 
justice and right, with high resolve, we submit our 
cause and our appeal to the judgment and conscience of 
our fellow-workers and our fellow-citizens. 


Fraternally yours, 
test: SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
FRANK MORRISON, President. 
Secretary. 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President. 
JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice-President. 
JAMES O'CONNELL, Third Vice-!’resident. 
Max Morris, Furth Vice-President. 
D A. HAYES, Fifth Vice-President. 
DANIEL J KEEFE. Sixth Vice-President. 
Wm. D. HUBER, Seventh Vire-President. 
Jos. F. VALENTINE, Highth Vice-President. 
JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 
Executive Council, American 
Federation of Labor. 


At 


CHARTERS ISSUED FOR AUGUST, 1908, 


CENTRAL BODIES 
Trades Assembly. Spartanburg, S. C. 
Trades and “Labor Council, Uhillieothe, Ohio. 
Central Labor Union, Michigan City, Ind. 
Trades and Labor Council, sheridan Council, Wyo. 
Trades and Labor Assembly. Wellston, Ohio. 
Federated Trades Council, Princeton, I1l. 
Central Labor Union, Rumford Falls, Me. 


FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS .. ...........cceceeseeee 
No, 12,045, Federal Labor Union, Vieques. P. R. 
No. 12,7!4, Federal Lavor Union, Colun, Republic of 


Panam. 
No. 12,715, Federal Labor Union, Miles City, Mont. 
No. 12,717, Federal Labor Union, Birmingham, Ala. 
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LOCAL TRADE UNIONS .......-ccceccccseserseeesees 
No. 12,718, Laborers’ Protective, Roswell, N. M. 
No. 12,716, Locomotive Hostiers and Helpers, Ports- 
mouth, Ohio. 
No. 12,718, Union de Albaniles, Vieques, P. B. 


STATE OF EMPLOYMENT, AUGUST, 1908. 


Compiled by the Editor of the American Federationist. 


Of the 1,364 unions making returns for August, 1908, 
with an age te membership of 97,800, there were 9.6 

r cent without employment. In pg oy poe month 
,288 unions, with a membership of 101,300 reported 6.4 
per cent unemployed. 


os 
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Chart showing the reported percentage of unem- 
ployed members of e unions at the close of each 
month, Cameeentang Sopatay. 1907. 

The heavy line indicates the per cent for 1908; the 
light line for 1907. 


LABOR LITERATURE. 


No COMPULSORY ARBITRATION, 

By Samuel Gom pers. 

Per copy, 5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 

ORGANIZED LABOR; ITS STRUGGLES, ITS ENEMIES, AXD 

Foo. FRIENDS. 

By Samuel Gompers. 

Per copy, 5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 

THE ‘‘ PHILOSOPHY OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT.” 

By Geo. FE. McNeill; together with “What Does La- 
bor Want?” by Samuel Gompers. 

Per copy, 5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 

WHAT LABoR COULD Do, 

By John Swinton; with “Economic Conferences,” 
by Wm. Salter, and a letter of Hon. Amos J, Cum- 
mings. 

Per copy, 5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 

THE eo OF THE FUTURE LIES IN ORGANIZED 
sA BOR. 

By Henry D. Lloyd, of Chicago (in English or Ger- 


man). 
Per copy, 5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 1C0, $4. 
UNIVERSAL EDUCATION, 
By Senator Henry W. Blair. 
Per copy, 5cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 
CONDITION OF WOMEN WORKERS. 
By Ida M. Van Etten. 
Per copy.5 cents; dozen, 50 cents; 100, $4. 
WHY WE UNITE. 
Per copy, 2 cents; dozen, 20 cents; 190, $1.50. 
REPORT OF DISCUSSION ON POLITICAL PROGRAM DEN- 
VER CONVENTION, 1894. 
Per copy, 10 cents. 
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, A. F. of L. CONVENTIONS. 
Percopy, 29 cents; dozen, $2.50; 100, $19. 
THE UNION LABEL; ITS HISTORY AND AIMS 
Prize Essays, by Walter MacArthur, P. H. Shevlin 
and Chas. D. Hemming. Per copy, 5 cents; 100, $3. 
HISTORY OF TRADE UNIONS. 
y+Wm. Trant, M. A.; with a sketch of the Na- 
tional and International Unions of America, by P..J. 
McGuire. 
Per copy, 10 cents; dozen, 75cents; 100, $5. 





FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 4. Oil and gas well workers 12010, sup aT 
Following is a statement of the reeeipts and expenses be as of lavor, Albion and vicinity, 

for the mouth of August, 18. (Ihe mun.ibs are abbre- Amal meat cutters and butcher workmen 

viated thus: j, f, m, a, m, etc.) of N A, tax, may 

l. Balance on hand August 1, 1908 Central lavor union, Berwick, Pa, tax, a, 








Journeymen stone cutters asso of N A, t 


uly 
rut nodcarriers and bidg laborers union, 


tax, june 
Trades und labor couneli, Lowell, “Mass, ‘tax, 


$1.60.. 
Federal labor 11891, “tax, ‘july, $2.90; ‘ad f. "$2.90 
Stone baudlers and derrick men iz6o7, lax, 
june, $2; d f, $2............. ‘ “ 
Banders prot "2507, tax 


Int! bro comp roof 
makers 4ui US and Can, sup 

Coffee, a and baking powuers wo: 
9.05, su 

Hotel a ‘yestaurant “employes, “ntl aili- 
ance, ele, sup.. 

Hotel and restaurant “employes, ‘fnti alli- 
ance, tax, june 

Trades assem, Spartanburg, 5 C, sup... 

. Laborers prot 12718, sup. 
Rhode Isiand fed of labor, tax, o, n, d, ’07, 


j,f m, ’05 
Oratral labor union, Lincoln, Neb, tax, a, 


tax m, J 
central tater union, suecmian, Mass, am, 
a, m, j, J, a,8....... coseee 
Inti huto-engravers union, tax, m, j 
Intl fo ngshoremen asso, tax,jul 
Central iabur union, Hartford, "Gonn, tax, 


Amel’ sheet metal workers intl alliance, 
tax, a, m, j... sessenee 
Federal labor $297, tax, , july, ‘$l; “a L ‘H. 
Federal labor 8217, tax, july, $3. $3.50; di, $3. 
Federal! labor 8786, tax, may, 31 BU: da f, $l. 
Federal labor 120. a, lax, may, Sve; d f, d0c.. 
Horse nail makers p and b 6i7u, tax, is ji, 
$li 30; d f, $11.30 
Laborers prot 9598, tax, july, $2; df, $2. 
owitue workers 10093, tax, j,j, a, s, $1.6 


Bottle cainers 10535, ‘tax, j. ry $i; d f. $4. 
Railway machinist helpers 126v2, tax 
550; d f, 55c 
Marine sack sewers. and” cargo “Fepa 
12617, tax, July, $1.50; di f, 
Gas workers 12369, tax, J. i, ei, x’ f, $3 ‘ 
City sewer clenners and repairers "0886, tax, 
J, $10; d f, $10 a 
Janitors prot 10367, tax, m, j, $5; f, $3. 
Emmett asso of rock daies and tool 
sharpeners 118 8, tax, june, $lo; d f, $15 
Paper box makers 93 9, sup 
Central jabor union, Vincennes, Ind, ‘sup... 
Tobacco strippers 12571, tax, June, 950; da f, 
95e; sup, $i 5v. 
Inti bro of papermakers 9, sup. 
a aud jabor council, Hammond, Ind, 


up 

Centrai labor union, pened mn, © tax, a, m, MJ, 
$2.50; sup, d0c.. . 

Federal labor 12412, ‘sup. ene 

Intl giove workers union of A. up... 

Federal labor 1.645, tax, July,$1. Uy df, 9 OS 10; 
sup, 

Suspendermakers 9500, sup... 

Hat block aepieees and helpers. ‘12099, ‘tax, 
june, 6c; d f, 6c 

Central labor union, ‘Watertown, Wis, tax, 


m, Jj, j. 
. Central labor ‘union, Independence, Kans, 
tax, n, d. 7, j,f, m,a,’ 
Central labor’ union, Arecibo, Pp R, tax, f, 


™, 
Cenirai labor a Lancaster, Pa, and 
vicinity, tax, m, a, m 
Tuck pointers 10384, tax, july, $3. -20; d f, $3.20 
wf} ~ wend laborers 11A8; tax, m, j, We; 
le 
Neektie workers 12655, tax, yy st; Y f, 
Laborers prot 12442, tax, j, a, $l: d 
—s labor 12697, tax, july, Soe! d f, 50e; 
sup, 





$131,094 18 
ax, 


42 80 
60 00 
2 50 


8 00 
5 30 


400 
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100 
16 00 
52 80 
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4 Federal labor 12714, sup..... 


m, 

The iake co trades and labor council, Paines- 
ville, Uhio, tax, j, f, m........ 

Interlocking switch and signalmen. “11786, 
tax, July, $2.49; d f, $3.45. 

Interivck ing switch and signalmen 11867, 
— Angeles assess, d8c; Van Cieave assess, 


Badgeand lodge * paraphern ii 
tax, Juiy, 6c; a f, be 

Firemeus asso 12-70, tax, july, 

—— l2a6i tax, vn $i0; a 4 
sup, $2 .... ‘> 

-— boot and union, ‘tax, a, 

Mineral water bottlers Tisi7, ‘tax, t, ‘mn, a, 1, 
J, J, a, $17.00, a f, $7.00; sup, $5. 

a & prot 1.712, tax, uug, $5; d f, $5; 
sup, $2... 

U.ited pearl ‘workers 12472, ‘tax, ‘hm, i "$4.30; 
d f, $1.8; sup, $1 

Fed of tabor, Yonkers, N , ‘tax, “a, ™, j, 
$2.50; sup, dve.. 

Central trades council, “Muhienburg, Ky, 
tax, Jan, wand incl sept 

Trades aud labor council, Chillicothe, Ohio, 
8 

Federal labor 12714, taa, sept, $i af, $i. 50; 
sup, $1 

Brushmakers inti union, tax, ju ly .. 

Wood, Toe and metal jathers intl ‘union, 


tax, aug. 
West Virginia ‘state fed of labor, tax, ‘nm, jj 
Intl union of elevator constructors, tax, 


july. 
Central ‘labor ‘union, “Pottsville, Pa, ‘ax, a, 


m,J 
Millmens prot Kk 297, ‘tax. jaly, $l. 25; “a f, $1.25 
Trades assem, Dalias, Tex, lax, m, a, 1 
eer workers 1124, tax, aug, $i. he: af, 


$1.70 
Machinists helpersand truce k mens 12628, tax, 
july, 65c; d f, ooe........ ami - 
Railway machinisis belpers 12548, tax. ju y, 
$3.50; d f, $3.50 
Hair spinners 10399. tax. “pug, $!. ‘25; ‘a f ‘$i. 25 
Opes Soveare, te ~~ Y* tnenaapane 5158, laa, wo 
J. Jj, 982.50; d f, 32.50... 
Federal iabor 8308, lax, ‘Aug, $i. 45; @ t. si 45... 
Federal labor 12672, tax, jury, ae 
Federal labor (285¥, tax, in, j, $1; ‘at. a. 
Federal lu bor 8162, tax, j, a, 8, $1.20; a f, $1 20 
Federal labor 12 se, tax, ‘july; $6. 0; d f, $6.50 
Federal lavor 12708, tax, ‘july, $1. 25; df, aa 
sup. 7Uc .. o 
Decorators and badgemakers Lk 55, ‘sup. 
Federal labor 12715, sup 
Federal labor 12715, sup 
Federai labor $152, su 


DD .00 ecece 
~ Ce +9 labor union, Norwich, ‘Conn, tax, 


a.m, j .. 
Central labor’ ‘union, “Mt ‘Carmel, Til, tax, 
Central trades and labor council, Edwards- 
ville, Ill, tax, m,a, m.j,j.a 
Federation o! labor, Geneva, N bat tax, a, 


m, J .. 
Central ‘Jabor union, ‘Batavia, N Y, ‘tax, ‘a, 


Int asso of steam, bot water fitters, and 
helpers, tax, july .. 
Amer federation of musicians, tax, aug 
at prot assy 12693, tax, july, ‘8123, af, 
$1.25 
Libor-rs prot 8876, tax, aug. Toe; 
Icemeps prot 12.88, tax, july, 35¢; d f _— 
Excavators prot 12711], taa, aug, $7. od f, 
Sewer diggers $662, ‘tax, ‘july, $8: a f 
be te sewers prot |260U, [ax, a, m, oars = dap shak f, 
Horse n 
$2.70. 
Stenographers. ‘typew riters, “bookkeepers, 
and assistants 11773, tax, a, m, j, J, $13; 


d f, $18 
Federal labor 12 , June, #2 "05; a f, $2.05 
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10. Tobacco strippers 9608, tax, july, $5; d f, $5... #10 09 

THE OLD RELIABLE = ~¢ ma labor assem, Hannibal, Mo, tax, 
, 2 50 

Central trades and labor assem, ‘Belmont 
co, Vhio, tax, a, m, j .. 2 50 

Trades and labor eouneli, “Atchison, ‘Kans, 


tax, a, m,j,j, a,8 5 00 
Stenographers asso 12330, tux, aug, 35c; d f, 


Scale workers 7592, lax, june, $8.25; d f, $8.25 

Ciay miners and helpers 12640, tax, july, 
$2.50; d f, $2.50 

Railroad helpers and laborers 12263, tax, 
july, $1.05; dr, $1. 

—— workers 12004, tax, july, $1.85; d f, 


So 
Oil cake packers 12634, tax, J, J, $2; d 3% $2. 
Riggers prot 10298, tax, july, fi;d iy $1 
Pearl workers 12497, lax, july, Sue; a f, 
Paper bag workers 11787, tax, aug, 65c; d “ 
6oc .. 
Tin, steel, jron, and “granite ware “workers 
10943, tax, aug, $4.10; d f, $4.4 
Suspendermukers 9500, tax, 9 3d 
Tobacco strippers 10422, tax, pine #3. 35 ‘a t 
$3.25; sup, ouc.. . 
Federal labor 11478, ‘tax, ‘sup. 


A re Bovtbiacks prot 10175, tax, June, $2.70; d f, 
Z $2.70; sup, c0c 
—— Central trudes council, Pensacola, ron sup.. 
Federal labor 8116, tax, j,j, $1; d i, $l; sup, 
Central labor union, Carbondale and vic, 
Pa, tax, a, m, j, $2.20; sup, $1.05 


Bronx labor council New York, N Y, sup... 

Central labor union, Michigan City, lnd, 
tax, s, 0, n, $2.50; sup, $5 

Central labor union, Nashua, N H, tax, a, 


m, j 
Quarry workers intl union of N A, brol, 


up.. 
11. Bottle cap ‘cork and. stopper “workers "10875, 
tax, july, $7.00; d f, $7.50 
Federal labor 12064, tax, j, j, $1.10; d f, $1.1u.. 
Federal! labor 12558, tax, july, 35e; da fr 85¢e...... 
— labor union, Wabash, Ind, tax, m, 


Absolutely Pure 
HAS NO SUBSTITUTE 





uarry workers intl union of N A, sup 
Federal labor 8uv2, sup. 
Federal labor 7087, sup 


a 
Porters 12029. tax, july, $1.65; d f, $1.65. 
cove Central trades an labor assem, Cortland, 
Int! bro ot papermakers 9,sup , tax, o, n, d, 07, j, f. m, a, m, j, 08 
. Trades and tabor cvuncil, E Liverpool, Trades council, Mansfield, Ohio, tax, a, m,j 
Ohio, tax,a,m, j .. seseenses sy conductors and starters 11959, tax, 


Central trades and Tabor council, “Allen- July $5 


town, Pa, tax, a, m, j,j 
Central labor union, linge. Park, “Mass, tax, 
fm, a, m, Jj, j .. 
Hat trimmeis 11594, “tax. july, $i. “90; a f, $1.90 
ee machinists helpers 12585, tax, july, 
70c; a f,70c 
bar | a gas well workers 11998, tax, j, j, $2.50; 
= nail workers 10582, ‘tax, ‘aug, $1. 50; a f, 


Elev: ator enna uctors and starters 12654, 
july, 50c; d f, 

Bro of painters, Goccnahate, and paperhang- 
ers of A, tax, july 

Exhibitors at A F’of L exhibit, Jamestown 
ex pusition, pro rata of expenses 

Egg + mona 11254, tax, july, $15; d f, $15; 
sup, 

United bro of carpenters and joiners of A, 
tax, june 

Trades council, Austin, Tex, sup 

Flat janitors 12361, tax, aug, $1; d f, $1 

. Federal labor 806', tax, aug, $1755 d t, $3.75... 

Federal labor 11796, tax, m, j $2.50; d f, $2.50 

Federal labor 7241, tax, aug, be d f. 75 

Federal labor 12342, tax, j, j, $3.85: d f. $3.85... 

Federal labor 620, tax. aug, 85ce:d f, 8ic 

Federal labor 11440, tax, m, j, j, $1.50; d f, 

Federal labor 8388, tax, j. i , $6 ‘60: ‘a f, $6.59... 

Trades council, Albion, Mich, tax, a, m,j... 

Central trades and labor counell, Cape Gi- 
rardeau, Mo, tax, j, f, m, a, m,j 


g § 
25 


3 
8 


SSSSSsss 8 


Navy yard clerks, and “draftsmens. "12827, 
tax, july, $7.40; d f, 

United neok wear kt 11016, tax, o, nb, 
d, ’07, j, f, m, $6; da f, $6 

Awningmakers 12238, tax, a, m, j, $3; d f, $3.. 

Trades on labor assem, Decatur, Ill, tax, 
MIA? Tt oh esi odaiodabids ninatoseoninaacabiertsammmmteneincndiitiniiens 

“att a labor assem, Centralia, Ill, tax, 
a, m, 


tax 
Trades hed labor council, Olean, N Y, tax, 


House movers 12685, tax, july, $1.25; d f, $1.25 

Hair spinners 12347, tax, aug, $3.30; d f, $3.30 

Railroad helpers and laborers 12524, tax, m, 
a, m, Jj, $6; 

Rock drillers and ‘tool Sharpeners 12366, tax, 
july, $2.50; d f. $2.50 

Oil and gas well drillers 12628, tax, a, m, Jj, j, 
a, 8, $3: 

Porters 11652. tax, june, $1.45; a f, $1.45... 

Horse nail workers 7180, tax. aug, $4; d f, $... 

ai ait roller makers 10688, tax, aug, #1. 25; 


On wwe AI Cr~Ino bo 
as $88 


7 


Intl asso of marble workers, tax, m, J, j Gypsum miners and mill workers 12676, tax, 


Central trades and labor counell, ‘Reno, july, $3.95; d f, $3.95 
Nev, tax, a, 8, 0, n, d, ’08, j, ’UY......... Federal labor 7231, tax, july, $1.50; d f, $1.50.. 


on 
3 
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. Federal labor 12514, tax, ae fe 65c; d f, 65c..... 

Federal labor $785, tax, J, J, $1.60; d f, $1.60. 

United neckwear cutters 6939, SUP... we 

Assorters and packers 8316, sup 

Federal labor 1271u, sup 

Federal labor t6¥7, tax, aug, $3.75; d f, $8. 75; 
sup, 3 

Pavers and rammes 25, sup... 

Federal labor 7:87, sup 

Laborers prot 1.048, tax, aug, $1.25; d f, $1.25 

Federal labor 12475, tax, july, $1.60; a f, ‘$i 60; 
sup, $12.50... 

. Comband novelty Tubber workers "12017, tax, 

f, m, $2; d f, #2. 
Park employes prot ‘11820, tax, ‘m, et $3; “a T, 





—— straw and felt hat workers 12675, tax, 
¥. $5.25; d f, $6.25... 
obintote hel pers 12806, tax, july, $l; d & # 
ee hel pers 12550, tax, aug, 65c; d 


65c; sup, 50c.. 
Machinists helpers 12610, ‘tax, July, 75¢; df, 
7d5e; sup, $1. 
Intl union of si te workers, ‘tax, “july, $12; 
sup, 
Federal labor 8805, tax, aug, 40c; df, 40e.. ... 
Federal labor 9433, tax, aug, $1.20; d f, $1. 20... 
Federal! labor 12552, tax, July, $2.75: d f, $2.75.. 
Federal! labor 12522, tax, aug, $2; d f, $2. 
oo labor 12700, tax, July, 40c; d f, 40c; 


Federal i labor 12 x, July, $1.35; d von 35; 


$4. 

Central labor aaeaay South "pig, 
Mass, tax, m, a, 

Cigar factory. toheases. strippers. ‘11939, “tax, 
june, $4.25; d f, $4 25. 

Central labor union, Galeton, Pa, tax, m, 


a, m.. 
Met asso double drum + eth runners — 
tax, m, j, j, $6.25; d f, $6.25 auteneniidl s 


— 
Kors NOOwe 
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14. Amalgamated lace curtain epeaptiven, tax, 





Suspender workers 11294, sup... 

Granite polishers, quarrymen, and laborers 
10306, tax, aug, $l.ou; d f, $1.50; sup, 50c 

Intl asso bridge and structural irun work- 
ers, sup 

NY Y Transfer > SPS 8 prot 11824, tax, 


a 
wentine « workers 12611, tax, july, 5c; a % “BSc 

Trades and labor ae, New Castile, "Pa, 
tax, a, m,j,j,a, 

Trades council. Hoyersford and Spring City, 

Pa, tax, feb, 08, to and incl jan, ’0¥ 
Fed labor council, Elwood, ind, tax, a, 8, 0.. 
ware labor union, Akron, Ohio, tax, 

B Do Mi Brerececcnsessns -entasimncesnssumnenataten saeenenenescetigns 
Federal labor 12652, tax, july, $1.80; d 
Federal labor 12701, tax, july, $1. 1.055 af, 
Federal labor 12321, tax, july, 75c 
Mineral water bottlers List7, sup. 


. Central labor union, Wyandotte, Mich, tax, 


feb, 08, toand incl ‘oct; "UB... ~ 
Central Jabor union, Omaha, Nebr, tax, f 


Trades And i labor ‘assem, “Kewanee, ‘Til, ‘tax, 
a, m 
Ariesian well drillers and levermen "10344, 
tax, aug, $1; d f, $1. enene 
Bridge tenders 12833, tax, aug, 33 a f, S... 
Dock builders 12429, ‘tax, june, 5 d f, $15 
Glass house ange l | tax, Abate d 
d f, $1 .0.. iiedai ai 
1 vane prot. ‘loi9: 


Granite workers 9259. tax, “aug 7 
a ee workers 12481, on. Suly, on 35; a 
Paper carriers ‘prot ‘R783, ‘tax, i i af. f, $3. 
Rubber workers 1/4:0, tax, joy a f, $i... 
Federal labor 10/28, tax, j,a, f, $2.20. 
Federal! labor 9998, tax, ‘aug. $1, St. 
Federal! labor 8786, tax, "june, $1.90; @ f, $1.90... 
Federal labor 8770), tax, j, a, $1.50; d f, $1.50... 
Int] boilermakers and iron ship builders 
and helpers of A, tax,a,m,Jj 
Inti jewelry workers union of A, tax. a, m, j 
Mineral and soda water bottlers 9275, tax, 
Jj, a, 7c; d f, 70¢ 
Federal labor 12563, su 
Federal labor 8769, an july, $1; df, $i; sup, 


50c. 
> Paving ‘cutters union of US and ‘Can, ‘tax, 


Metal polishers, buffers, platers, and brass 
workers union of N A, tax, m, a.. enceceeee 

Intl glove workers union of 'A, iax. ‘aug 

ar labor upion, Sang, Conn, tax, a, 

Trades and labor couneil, “East Palestine, 
Ohio, tax, a, m, j, J 

Trades and labor seunell, Fort ‘Smith, “Ark, 
tax, a, m, j.. 

Trades and labor council, ‘Muskegon, “Mich, 
tax. m, a. m,j,j,a.. 

Trades and labor asse m, Ww ‘atertown, 'N . 
tax, Mm, a m.. 

Canvassing agents and solicitors 8643, tax, 
m, j. $3; d f. $8... “we 

Gas workers i067 8, ‘tax, ‘july, ‘$7; ‘a f, “$7. 

Gas workers 10678. tax, aug, $7: df. $7.... 

Hair spinners prot 12358, tax, july, $2; d f, #2 

Hair spinners 12368, tax. july. 40c; df, 4%e.. 

Locomotive pestiees: and helpers 11894, tax, 
july, $2.75; d f, $2. 

— nail htt 4 MEF tax, ang, CLA af, 

Fiat janitors 12512, tax, “july, 65e: “a ya ‘te... 

Laborers, excavators, "and rockmens a, 
tax, m. . j. a. $10; d f, $10... 

Laborers prot 126838, tax. july, 85e: d f, Sie 

Pole raisers and Preys we assistants 12491, 
tax, aug, $3.30; d f. $3.30 

Music cagrarers 118u9, tax, jaly, ae 65; 4 f, 


Nal mniil ee 9987. tax. aug, $1: af. $i 

Grays barbor pile drivers 12088, tax, m, J, Js 
$2.40: d f.$240 . 

American bro of cement ‘workers, ‘sup... 

Sewer and tunnel workers 7319, tax, july, 


:af,ss . 
Spring and pocket knife makers 12308, tax, 
july, 70c; a f,7 
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INDEPENDENT SALT CO. 2 


MAIN OFFICE 


Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York 


549 to 559 
Smith Street, Brooklyn 
Telephone Call, 640 Hamilton 


WAREHOUSES: 


332 East 103d Street 
Manhattan Market 


Telephone Call, 11 36-79th St. 


to 24 Taylor St. 











ae jean workers 11251, tax, Jj, a, 80c;d f, 


Watch workers 6961, tax, j, a, $3.40; d f, $3.40 

Wax and pilaster model makers 11438, tax, 
aug, tuc; d f, 60c 

Weltarivers 12528, tax, july, as d@ f, $1.85.. 

ee makers , sup.. 
Suspendermakers 10833. sup . 

Horse nail mukers 10¥03, sup... 

Machinist heipe 8 12561, lax, ‘a, m, J, $2.40; 
d f, $2.40; sup, : 

Federal labor $339, “tax, ¥ a, ‘s, 12.75; ‘a f, 
$12.75; sup, $4.25 

Federal _ 8281, ‘tax, “aug, $1.50; a f, $1. 50; 


p, $1.50 
Federal labor "12680, tax, aug, $l; d f, $1; sup, 


Fedear labor 12644, tax, July, $2.50; d f, $2.50 
Federal labor 12274, tax, quly $t. 75; é f, $1.75.. 
Federal labor 10183, tax, July, 70c; df, 70c 
Federal labor 9449, tax, aug, 55c; a fa 

Federal labor 902U. tax, aug, $1.75; a f, $1. 75... 
gt of a, Atlanta, beste tax, f, = 


+ J, J... 
Trades ‘assem, ‘Uli ica, “N 'Y, ta X, a, ™, + ie 
Trades council, Millville, No J, tax, » a, Mm.. 
Trades and labor council, Lansing, "Mich, 
Labor oo council, “Cadillac, Mich, tax, d, ’07, 
m, 


Machinist helpers 9713, tax, j, a, $8; d 

Laborers prot 11649, tax, july, 55c: d f, 55¢ 

Cotton yard mens benevolent asso 9143, tax, 
a, m, j,j, $4.20; d f, $4.20... 

Cemetery employes 10634, ‘tax, “july, $6.55; 

6. 

px emcee union, Arecibo, P R, “tax, 

Bricklayers 12698, tax, july, $1; df, $1. 

Wire drawers 12493, tax. Jj. j. $1.93; af. $1.95... 

“ factory employes 12606, tax, j, a, $2; 


— aes of carpenters and ‘joiners, tax, 
ala, m, 
a wi alliance bill ‘posters and billers, tax, 


as. . 
Federal labor "12586, ‘tax. ‘july, 75e; ‘a f, “75e.... 
Federal labor 12643, tax, july, 50c: d f.'50c 

— labor &818, tax, aug, 90c; d f, 9c; sup, 


Bootblacks 11623, tax, j, a, $2; d f, $2; sup, 60c 
Intl br of blacksmiths 120, sup 
Natl print cutters asso of A, tax, m 
Trades and labor council, Grand 
Mich, tax, a. m, j : 
Tae assem, Schenectady, 
a, 
Trades council, Herrin, Il. tax, a, m, j... 
os and mnee assem, Moberly, Mo, tax, 


higsias: 


m,j j,a 
Mae biiat helpers and trackmen 12626, tax, 
uly, 
Laborers ‘prot 8079, ‘tax, a5 i "$7.85; a ry ‘$7. 85; 
sup 
Baggage messengers 10167, tax, july, $1; df, 


Municipal eer pipe laborers 12357, tax, 
june, $1.25; d f, $1.2 

Sugar workers 10519, co aug, $ $7.50; “af. ‘$7.50 

Water works employes 12306, tax, aug, $3; 
d f, $3; sup, 25c.. 

Central naraend jabor council, ‘Bridgeton, 
N J, tax, m, j,j . 

City fremens prot. ‘asso 11431, tax, ang, $19; 

1 eee 


Federal labor 10746, tax, J 
Federal labor 11449, tax 
Paving cutters union of 
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19. Federal labor 12696, tax, july, $6.75; d f, $6.75.. 
20. Trades and labor assem, Chicago Heights, 


Ill, tax, a, m, j 

bg <a oped union, Lyndonville, Vt, tax, 
Act ie dicencitinineetanaieibsndibinabterianlenmlbitioiiigh sntaiedtains 

Central labor union, Southbridge, Mass, 
tax, m, a,m 

Fed trades council, 
a, 8, 0, n, d, ’U8 jan, 

Aluminum workers 8261, tax, 

Hat and cap leather sweat band cutters 
11307, tax, aug, 75¢; d f, 7ac.. 

Car wheel ‘moiders and helpers Ti5é9, ‘tax, 
a, 8, O, $1.50; d f, $1.50.. 

Laborers prot 10295, tax, “july, $1.50:d f ‘$1.50 

Ont earl workers ‘be172, tax, july, $2.10; 

f, 

Spring and pe knife makers 12272, tax, 
july, $i; d 

a soless intl union, 
™m 

Assorters and pac kers 8316, tax, sup 

+ a prot 12711, tax, sept, $10; d 1, $10; 


Sacramento, 


tax, f, m, a, 


up, 
Federal labor 7479. tax, aug. $2.50; d f. $2.50... 
Federal labor 11478, tax, aug, $3; a f, $3 
Federal labor 12018, tax, aug, $2; d f, $2.. 


- Horse nail workers 7180, sup 


Barber shop porters and bath house em- 
ployes 11963, tax,j, j. a, $3.75; d f, $3.75. 

Trades Kage labor ’ PoE hn, ; Bloomington, Ill, 
tax, a, 

Trades and labor. ‘assem, “Alton, ‘Th, tax, 


m,j 
Domeniees prot 12702, tax, onus, 5 75¢e; d f, 75c; 
sup, 
House shorers and movers 7al7, ‘tax, :¥ . 
$19.60; d f, $19.60. 
Laborers prot 9512, ‘tax, m, awh $i. 05; a f, ‘gi. 05 
Street Pratt employes 12474, tax, july, 


f, $4. 

Oil and gas _— penapenaged busamd ‘am, aug, 
$1.59; df, $1.60..... 

Federal labor u 

Laborers prot 12713, sup. 

Federal labor 12679, ta 2.50 

Federal labor 8139, = juiy. $2.40; ‘a 4 $2. 40.. 

Federal labor 12677, tax, july, 4c; d f, 4c 

Suspender workers 94180, tax, j, J, a, $1.05; 


Central labor union, Forest City, Pa, tax, j, 


NUM caepion: Actsanstebesciasedig tetas: onilteabiadinchcahiemaiadecinniie 
— and labor council, Vallejo, Cal, tax, 


rf Ohio, tax, july, 8, to and incl 
ec, 8 
Agta e sl. workers 11697, tax, a, m, acct 
1; 
Railroad helpers. and laborers 12503, tax, 
july. $1 20: d f, $1.20. 
Suspendermakers 10342, ‘tax, june, 75¢; ‘a f, 


75e . 
Telephone operators 12402, ‘tax, “july 95¢; a t 
95c; 8 5e — 


Federal labor 12105, tax, july, $1: df. $1. 

Federal labor 11983, tax, j, a, $3: a 7 

Federal labor 8228, tax, a, s, 70c; d f, 

—— labor 12526, tax, July, $9.20; ‘at $5.20; 
sup, 

Locomotive hostlers and helpers" 72716. sup 


Trades and hw wl council, Sey 
N Y, tax, a 


m,j . : 
Photographic ¥ workers "12028, ‘tax, jan 


Gas workers 11633. ‘tax, “july. 95 c; af, 9 
Button makers prot 7181, tax, j, a. $1; 
Paper bandlers 11234, tax, j, @, 8, $15; df, ‘ss 


$13 50 
2 50 
2 50 
2 0 
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. Suspender workers 8144, tax, aug, $1.30; d f, 


ov 

Spring and pocket knife makers 12222, tax, 
july, $3.35; d f, $3 30.. 

Teachers asso 12636, tax, “june, $s. 45; ‘a f, $i. 45 

Cigar factory tobacco "Strippers luc27, tax, 
july, $3.20; d f, $5 25. 

Ra.iway maenaten helpers 12592, taz, aug, 
sue; d f,6 

Machinist meipere’ 12394, ‘tax, ‘aug, $ $1.50; ‘a FZ 


$. 
Hotel aud restaurant employes, etc, tax, 


Amal meat cutters and butcher workmen 
of N A, tax, june... 

United hatters of N A, tax. ‘mn. s. ja 

Inti vro of papermakers, tax 

Intl uniou of cutting dieand ‘Cuiter makers, 
tax,j,j.a. 

Intl bro of woodsmen and saw mili. Wor h- 
ers, tax, a,m,j,j,a 

Federal labor 1267u, tax. ‘aug, ‘si. 75; d tL ‘si 75. 

Federal lavor 11158, tax, aug, $2.20; d C $2.25 

Federal Jabor 11006, tax, j.a, $1.50; d f, $1.50... 

Federai labor 12680, tax, j, J, 7c; d 4 70c. 

Federal labor 10236, lax, a, m, J. $1.05; d f, 


$i. 
Trades and labor 
j,f, m, a, m,j 
Trades assem, Joplin, Mo, su 
Stable workers prot 10018, sup ... 
Federal labor 10829, tax, aug, $7. 
sup, We. 
‘ — labor. “council, “Franklin, Pa, tax 


Central labor union, Fitchburg, Mass, tax, 
f, m, a, m, 
Central labor union, Mayaguez, PR, tax, 
06, J, £,°07 
Trades und labor Fane, Minneapolis, Minn, 
tax, a, m,Jj, J, 
Trades and labor ‘council, Hoquiam, “Wash, 
tax. a, m, j... 
Tee and labor “council, ‘Poughkeepsie, 
N Y. tax. a, m, j... 
Needlemakers 11133, tax, j, j. $8.10; d £, $3 10. 
Cloth examiners and spongers 11680, tax, J, 
J, $28: df, $28 .. 
Egg candlers 12090. ‘tax, july, ‘$i. 35; af. $i ‘35... 
Fire de ¥ xeiCy- employes 10446, tax, aug, 
$5.70; d f, $5.70; sup, 60c.... 
Paper box workers 12581, tax, “aug, 6c; df, 


6 lc aieeane 
Telephone operators. "11498, ‘tax, July, 55c; 
d f, 55e 


Metermakers prot 11250, a, waste 67.48; 
a f. $7.50 oa 


Bricklayers "10882, ‘tax, m, q 2 $i; “df. 
Womens laborers prot 11752, tax, jay, $1.50; 


Agriculture workers 11827, tax, july, 7 
OC We... 


Federal labor 9182, ‘tax, sy a, 8. $1. 5: a < si. 05 
Federal labor 6854, tax, july, $2; df, $2. 
Machinist helpers 12340, tax 

3.50; sup 50c 
Federal labor 11345, sup. 
Bricklayers 12718, sup. . 
seaees and labor assem, ‘Weliston, “Ohio, 


up 
Federai labor 12717, sup 


26. Trades and labor council, “Middletown, Ohio, 


tax, a, m,. j 
Milkers prot 8861, “tax, “june, $7 $7.50: df, $7.50... 
Gus workers 9840" tax, xug, $ v7 Th: d f. $14.75.. 
Moccasin _Slipper workers 12288, tax, a g, 
75e; df, 75e 
Intl asso ‘bridge ‘and structural iron work- 
ers, tax. 
— workers intl union of N A, tax, ™, 
J, wavenings 
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> 
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26. Button workers prot 12404, tax, july, $1.10; 


~~ bro maintenance of way ae, an 
uly.. 

Paiternmakers league of N A, iux, im, a. J {| 

Federal iaber 9736, tax, j, a, ive; d i7 

Federal labor 11643, tax, aug, $i.lu; d f, PS i0. 

Federal! labor 8786, sup 

Federal labor 8116, sup 


. Trades and labor council, Sheridan co, Wy0, 


tax, 8, o, n, $2.50; sup, $10. 
Theatrical tailors and dressers 17 
Federal labor 1.44, sup. 
Central labor union, Easton, Pa, tax, #, m,j 
— = labor council, St Cloud, Minn, 


m,J 
Ratirond helpers and laborers 12187, tax, 
aug, $1; d f, $1 
Laborers prot 10215, tax, m, a, 70c; d f, 70c... 
High way laborers prot 12324, tax, aug, $2.4; 


. $2. 
City ‘employes 12326, tax, july, $2.80; d f, $2 80 
United mine workers of A, tax, j,j .. é 
Gas workers 12451, tax, aug, $3. 7a; d f, ‘$3.75. . 
Federal labor 12614, tax, apr, 35c; d f, 85e 
ee! prot 12712, tax, sept, $); df, 
su 
Hodeirriers ‘and ‘bidg laborers Syencusa, 
su ecee 
Federal ehor 8060, ‘sup 


. The lake county trades and labor weae, 


Painesville, Ohio, tax, a, m, j... 
pet council, Cumberland, Md, ‘tax, ‘m, * 
Trades nal laborassem, Columbus, Ga, iax, 
Central labor union, Portsmouth, N H, tax, 
mar, 08, to and inc! feb, "U9. 
Inti union of steam engineers, tax, au 
Lamplighters 11943, tax, j, a, $11.50; "df, Si 50 
Ints long-horemens asso, tax, aug... 
Intl stereoty pers and electroty pers. tax, j. j 
ert mosaic workers 8809, tax, J, a, 8, $3; 
Beale workers 7592, tax, july, $7.90; d f, $7. 90 
Federal labor 12050, tax, june, Wc; ‘a f, buc... 
Pipe caulkers 12083, tax, = waned da f, 10e; 
sup, 40c... - we 
Suspender workers ‘12282, sup 
Intl glove workers union of ~ sup 
Contes — labor assem, Springiicid. 


Federated “trades “council, 
BUDD -corcscccese: _cseee- eve - 

Brentanos, Washing ton, D CG, up. 

Central trades and la rcouncti, Oklahoma, 
City, Okla, tax, a, m, j... 

Trades and labor assem, ‘Bioux Faiis, 8 D D, 
tax, a, m.j 

Railroad helpers and laborers 12506," 

aug. $1; d f, $l. aitiineie 


“Princeton, Til, 


. Trades ae labor “council, 


ac 
mar, (8, to and incl feb, "09 
Central labor union, Worcester, ave . saz, 
j, &. 8, 0, n, d... 
Trades assem, Oskaloosa, ‘Towa. ‘tax. ‘a, ‘nn. j 
Cley miners and helpers 12640, tax, aug, 
$2.75; d f, $2.75... 
Soft heer | bottlers and peddiers "R084, tax, 
photographie employes” "72028, 
$1.2; d f, $1.20.. = 
Egg inspectors 11254. ‘tax. aug. $15; 4 f $15... 
Federal! labor 8217, tax, aug, $3.50; d f. $3.50... 
Federal labor 12316, tax, m, j, $5; d f $5 
Amal asso of street and electric ey em- 
ere 4. tax, j.j,a. 
Intl bro composition roofers, “damp. end 
water workers of U Sand Can, tax, rds wads 
Suspendermakers 9560, sup.. 
Intl asso of machinists, tax, m, i j. 


“tax, duly, 
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“A Pure Cocoa of Undoubted 
Quality and Excellence of 
Manufacture” 


Walter Baker's 


A distinguished London physician, in giv- 
ing some hints concerning the 
proper preparation of cocoa, 

says: 

“Start with a pure cocoa 
of undoubted quality and 
excellence of manufacture, 
and which bears the name 
of a respectable firm. This 
point is important, for 
there are many cocoas on 
the market which have 
been doctored by the ad- 
dition of alkali, starch, 


Pesigtered, malt, kola, hops, etc.” 


48 HIGHEST AWARDS in 
Europe and America 
Walter Baker & Co. Ltt. 
DORCHESTER, MASS. 
Established 1780 











29. Marble, mosaic and terraza workers 12707, 
tax, a, S, $1.60; d f, $1.6U; sup, pases 
Federal labor 12715, Ko 


af, $2.2 

. Central Bg 5 oe union, ise Mich, tax, 
bal a 

Central ‘Wdbor union, ‘Chatianooga, ‘Tenn, 


tax, a 
Central labor union, seem, Mass, tax, 


» J.J. 
ceniral trades “council, ‘Bay ‘Gity, “Mich, 


, &, m, j 
Trades sad labor assem, Toronto, Ohio, tax, 


m, J .. 

cloth ‘and stock workers ‘union 10184, ‘tax, 
j, a, $3.50; d f, $3.50 

gas 2 helpers and laborers 12524, panes 

a, $3 ecceeeecese 

gina aen prot 8249, tax, “aug, $l. 50; a t. $1.50. 

ar VA and packers 8316, tax, ong, 52 
a 

Horse shoe “nail-makers ‘8633, ‘tax, ‘7 ‘j, a 
$2.10; d f, $2.10; Los Angeles assess, $1. 40: 
Van Cleave assess, $1.40 

ba age a aie assem, Plattsburg, N Y, 
tax, 

sabesers pret 9523, tax, J, j., $1.10; d f. $1.10.. 

Newspaper and mail deliverers ) Om, tax, 
july, $15; d f£, $45.. 

Pipe a and repairel 


$5; a f, 
Badge and. ‘lodge “paraphe! 
9136, tax, aug, 60c; d f, 6c 


Glass house employes 12596, tax, } 7% a, $i. 50; 
d f, $1.50 


Post office laborers 12609, tax, m, J. Si: d f,$1 
Sewer workers 12231, tax, a, m, $1.50;d f, $1.50 
Federal labor 11459, ‘tax, june. ‘ge; df. 90c... 
Federal labor 11722, tax, j, a. $1.75: d f, $1.7 
Federal tabor 8279, tax, j, j. $2.50; d f, 250” 
Federal labor 8971, tax, aug, $1.50; d f, wae. 
Intl molders union of N A, tax, J,j,a.. 

Intl typographical union, tax, y a ona 


ot 


BS ncomeos 


Sssszees 


HUNTER 
WHISKEY 


abot 


THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS. A BLEND 
OF MARYLAND'S FINEST STRAIGHT 
RYE WHISKIES. 


GUARANTEED UNDER THE 
PURE FOOD LAW. 


Sold at all first-class cafes and by jobbers. 
WM. LANAHAN & SON, Baltimore, Md. 


a ee 





. One month’s rent, 


. Organizing expenses, John Fitzpatrick, wre; 


. Federal labor 9644, tax, aug, 35c; d f, 35c... 


Actors national prot union of A, tax, m, j. j 

Interior freight handlers and Wwarehouse- 
men intl union, tax, a, m 

Trades and labor assem, Beaumont, Tex, 
tax, f,m, a, m, j,j 

Intl bro of stationary firemen, tax, Sas ig 

Chainmakers natl union of NA 

Joseph O Malley, Fostorio, Ohio, biebabass 

Trades and labor council, Lethbridge, Alta, 
Can 

Lamp ip workers 12604, tax, aug, $1.85; d f, $1.85; 
su ic 

Assacters and packers 8316, sup . 

Suspender workers 9480,sup 

Laborers prot 9558, tax, aug, $i a f, $2; sup, ‘$i 

Federal labor 12644, sup 

Small! supplies 

Advertisements, AM FED 

Subscriptions, AM FED 

Premiums on bonds 


$145,546 85 
EXPENSES. ‘a 


in advance, Geo G Sei- 

$192 00 
33 00 
6 00 


bold, secy 
Seals and atamps, ra Baumgarten & ‘Sons... 
Organizing expenses, Cornelius Ford 
Organizing expenses, A E Holder,$100; Jacob 
Tazelaar. $190: Wm E Terry, $100; Cal 
Wyatt, $100; H M Walker.$100; E R Wright, 
$109; H |. Seenaeneeyee, Ce Lames E Roach, 
$100: W C Hahn. $100 . eandith on 
Clippings, Nat! Press ‘inti CO... an 
Legislative expenses, Thos F Tracy 


900 00 
10 00 
40 00 


171 00 
R6 Fi 
26 16 


J D Pierce, $75 .. ke 
1,230 2-c stamvs, | {150 1- -¢ ‘stamps, P Odept.. ee 
Organizing expenses, 1) W Finn 
Expenses fraternal delegate frean ‘A FoftL 

to British trades union congress, 19(8, Jas 

J Creamer .. we 
Contributions to AM ‘FED, ‘Victor Yarros. 40 00 
12,000 2-c stamped envelopes, P O dept 257 28 
Organizing expenses, Stuart Reid 100 00 


409 00 
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JUSTUS VON LENGERKE, President. 


CG. W. SHAFFER, Sec’y and Gen. Mgr. ERNST DETMOLD, Treasurer. 


If you are not in favor of the ‘* Powder Trust’’ 
buy your dynamite and blasting supplies of the 


NATIONAL POWDER COMPANY 
353 FIFTH AVE. 


NEW YORK CITY 











ie 


8. 


Legislative expenses, Thos F Tracy 

Printing july AM FED, Law Reporter co 

Organizing expenses, Eawin K W right 

12 boxes carbon eh Natl supply CUsseee 

Ice, Columbia Ice co.. 

1 traveling bag, $11; 2 “bag ‘straps, “el. 50; 
RTE Tics tre tesccneteecersagneivteineamiens 

Daily and Sunday Pust, » June lito yao 4, 
Wim Turner... — ose = 

lframe, W H Turner. 

l electro, ic; mounting cut, 50c; Law Re 
porter co.. 

——-- 75 proofs | Sweet-Orr& Co, july and 
aug, Luw Keporter co 

Printing, 500 bulletins fo: july and aug, Law 
Reporter co.. 

Printing, aug ‘Am ‘FED, ‘Law ‘Reporter co 

Commissions for june... . 


. Organizing expenses, C B "Brooks, $20; ‘Sim 


A Bramiette, $13.62; "Jas J Creamer, ane wn 
Transiativg, Wilfnmda ‘Rou eau.. 


. Strike benefits for week ending may ll, 


metermakers 11250, Edw J Fox, treas 

2,000 I-c stamps, 2,000 2-¢ Stamps, 100 3-c 
stamps, 100 4-c stamps, 200 5-c stamps, 200 
6-c stumps, P O dept... 

Organizing expenses, John ‘A Fieit, $110; "E 

’ Flood, $100; T H Flynn, $100: Hugh 
a. ne, $150; M Grant Hamilton. $200; Jas 
Leonard, $100; Stuart Keid, $i: H Robin- 
son, $100; Jacob Tazelaar, $100; H M 
Walker. $1(0; Cal Wyatt, $100: © O Young, 
$100; A E Holder, $100: E R Wright, $iv0; 
W C Hahn, $1(0; HL Ejicheiberger, $10; 
J E Roach, $100; W E Terry, $100; Annie 
Fitzgerald $60; B M Lowe, $49.40 

Legislative expenses, T F Tracy.. 

Strike benefits for week ending july 77, “8, 
cigar factory tobacco ee 8156, Anna 
T Bowen, treas.......... 

Organizing expenses, 1E Dunn $: D WwW 
Finn, $); Frank McVartby, 3140.65 

Printing, 20.40 circulars *‘Jewish,” The 
Friedman print 


. Organizing expenses, A A Hay, $20; T H 


Fiynn, 2150; J D Pierce, $100... 


L Strike benefits for week ending july 14, 08, 


cigar factory tobacco strippers 8156, Anna 
T Bowen, treas.. eelnuaiuntans 
Attorney fees, H Winship Wheatley... — 
Organizing expenses, Jas A Cable, $36.90 
C W Woodman, $9 
10 copies monograph, “The American Fed- 
eration of Labor,” W M Daniels, secy 
Organizing expenses, H M Walker 
Expenses trip to Philadelphia, Pa, and 
turn, Frank Morrison............. 
Organizing expenses, D W Fin 


; Organizing expeuses, J A Flett, $1 E T 


Flood, $100; -> Frayne, $150; Santiago 
Iglesias, $148.50: Jas Leonard, $100; Stuart 
Reid $100; Herman Robinson, $150; Jacob 
Tazelaar, $150; H M Walker, $100; Cal 
Wyatt, $100; C O Young, $100; A E Holaer, 
$100; E R Wright, $100; H L Ejichelberger, 
$100; J E Roach, $100; W E Terry, $100; 
we Hahn, $100... 

Attorney fees (in re Buck’s Stove co case), 
Ralston & Siddons.. 

Fee m 0, 8c; repairing lock, “BOe; ‘garbage can, 
70c; expressage, 85c; telegrams, $1.38; dray- 
age, $1.65; newspapers, magazines, and 
books, $1.96; car tickets, $11.50... oon 

Hauling AM FED, J W Bernhard... 


28. R R fare and expenses, Samuel Gompers... 


Organizing expenses, A A Hay........... 
Organizing expenses, A Rosenberg 


3l. Hanging and repairing awning, R C M Bur- 


ton & Son 
7 magazines, $1.10; fountain pen, $l: H Adams 
%4-inch labels, united garment workers of A 


81. 12 Pearson’s magazines, The wariagien 


1 doz ribbons. The Smith Premier T W co... 

Telegrams, The Telegiaph co. 

Bal on frame und mat, W H Cooper & co 

5,000 jetterheads, Law Rey orter co. 

Supplies: 4,uul sheet» wax paper, $3; 3 sheets 
blotting paper, lic: 3 duz scratch ds, 
$1.05; 1 fountain pen, $3.50; } journal, 6 ¢; 
16 doz tape catch files, $1.80; | box ink erad- 
icator, 25c; 1 quart red ink, $1.25; 5 Ibs 
bands, $11.25; 3 gross pins, $1.95; 1 gross 
pins, 90¢c; 5u blotters, $1.50; 12 quarts ink, 
36; 3 quarts muciluge, $1. $5; liu clips, $2; 
1 quart paste, 6 c; 3 special boxes, $4.50; 1 
penholder, loc; 1 pair sbears, 35c; Law Re- 


Cleaning windows and doors, Leon L Cahoon 
Towel service, Fowler Mfg co........ . 

ge ecial blank buoks, A Zichtl & co 

egrams, Postal Telegraph co.. 

} Near med expenses, Frank H. Me 
Organizing expenses, W A Koverts 
Organizing ex penses, Louis P Head.. 
wo uae on bond, H Kleiwman, 


ofS SIau8 


a S8ssssssa 


2 cones “Daily ‘and Sunday Post, ‘mar 1 to 
aug 31, Jas L. Harmon.. eusene 

Phone service. The C & P ‘Telephone co. 

Day books, A Zichtl & cc 

2cuts, M Joyce Baaravieg oo 

3 cuts, M Joyce Engraving co 

Printing 50 letter circulars, $6: 33, 5(0 letter 
circulars, $117.25: 12,100 envelopes, printing 
only, $15; 100 by-laws, fed la or union, $12; 
corrections, list of _yaecenaneeneaanains —— 
The Trades Unionist .. : 

Postage on AM FED, PO dept.. 

Stamps received and used, F rank Morrison, 
BOCY «.....-ccocercoeres-sererecsscesserooocescccccossoocseseses seeees 

Commissions for july 

5 weeke’ salary, office employes, E Valesh, 
$150; J Kelly, $124; R L Guard. $125; D F 
Manning. $105; J W Bernhard, $127; LA 
Gaver, $95; L A Sterne, $98.60; F C ‘Alex- 
ander, $104; A L McCoy, $0: (3 weeks) D L 
Bradley, $54.80; J Gallaher, $73.50; (8 weeks) 





USE 
Kitchel’s 
Liniment 


For Rheumatism, 
Sprains, Bruises, Aches 
and Pains. 

It is one of the best 
external liniments sold 
for man or beast. 

It relieves pain like 
magic. 

Sold by Druggists. 


S. B. Kitchel 


Coldwater, Mich. 
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$31. F L Faber, $51; (83 weeks) Z M Manverse, 
$52; (lL week) A oBWell, $20.05; (434 weeks) 
M Rodier, $72; M C Farme r, $e: 
ie $73.85; (8 weeks) G P Routt, sis: a 
weeks) A MeCleilan, $18; (3 weeks) 1 M 
Lauber, $50.66; W H Howlin, $75: (2 weeks) 
G A Bosweil, $6; D J Nielsen, $88.28; (4 
weeks) RS Thoms, $13 25; L Biack, $70; (4 
weeks) A Hawkins, $ik; J E Giles, $0.48; 
(3 weeks) W Von Ezdorf, $39; E K Brown- 
ley, $75; W J. Campbell, $15.6": (1 week) B 
a apmmane $l4; 84 week) James Kane, 
$7. $2,245 23 
Oue ba 8 salary, Sam! Gompers, pres 416 67 
One month’s salary, Frank Morrison, wee B38 34 
Seals, J Baumgarten & Sons... “ 21 50 


Total. 





$16.251 52 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balance on hand Aug 1, 1908 
Receipts for month of August 


Total.. md 
Expenses ‘for month of ‘August.. 


$131,094 18 
14,452 67 


$145,546 85 
16.251 52 
$129,205 83 
25,182 84 

.. 104.212 99 
$129; 299 33 33 


"FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, A. F. orl. 


Balance on hand Sept 1, 1908 


General fund 
Defense fund........ 


Total 








Wa. H. STOWELL, Pres. F, A. STOWELL, Secy. and Treas. 


STOWELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Makers of 
Prepared Asphalt Roofings, 
Paint, Cement, Etc. 


JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


Chicago, 47 Market St.; Philadelphia, Master Builders’ Exchange 





Tiger Oil Cures 


Many diseases in man or animals. Why not cure you? 
Dr. Jno. Leeson 


Cadillac - ~ . Michigan 





ST. PAUL WHITELEAD AND OILCO. 
Paint Manufacturers 


Saint Paul Minnesota 





We Issue Surety Bonds 


THE TITLE GUARANTY & SURETY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE, SCRANTON, PA., 516 SPRUCE STREET 
L. A. Watres, Pres.; Joseph A. Sinn, Mgr. Surety Dept.; J. Hl. Law, See. 


Capital and Surplus Over $1,000,000. Agencies in 
ali the Large Cities and Towns 


New York, N. Y., Fred C. Wil- 
liams, Manager, 84William St.; 
Chicago, Ill., W. J. Doyle, As- 
sistant Resident Manager, 189 
La Salle St.; Seattle, Wash.,Jno. 
R. Scott, General Agent,Bailey 
Bidg.; Philadelphia, Pa., The 
Parker Company, General 
Agents, Pennsylvania Bidg.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Ball & Roberts, 
General Agents, Frick Bldg. 
Annex; Washington, D. C.,Geo. 
T. Parker Company, Colorado 
Bldg.; San Francisco, Cal., Dan 
F. Carter, Resident Manager, 
Merchants’ Exchange Bildg.; 
Denver, Colo., P. H. Zurflieh, Resident Manager, Railway 
Exchange Bidg.; Kansas City, Mo., L. H. Phister & Co., Gen- 
eral Agents. Fidelity Trust Bidg.; Des Moines, lowa, Harve G. 
Badgerow, Resident Manager, Youngerman Bldg.; Louisville, 
Ky. Samuel K. Bland, General Agent, Paul Jones ‘Bldg. 








LION 


BRAND 


Condensed Milk 


NOT A CHEAP MILK, but always safe and reliable for 


babies. 


Guaranteed under the Food and Drug Act, 


June 30, 1906. Serial No. 3269. 


Best for Family Use 


Good today—Tomorrow—All the Time 


Try a Can 


ALWAYS THE SAME 


Write for Booklet 
SAVE THE LABELS 


Do it Now 
91 HUDSON ST., Dept. W. 
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BROMO- 
SELTZER 


CURES 
HEADACHES 
—™-10 cents <= 


SAMUEL SWAN, Prest. W. D. LENT, Vice-Pres . 
CHAS. F. TOWNER, Sec’y and Treas. 


THE 


David B. Crockett Company 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FINE VARNISH SPECIALTI 


Eare the origi- f 
nal and only 
makersintheworld 
of Genuine Spar 
Composition, and 
Nos. 1 and 2 Pre- 
servative. These 
goods we have 
manufactured al- 
most thirty years, 
by a process exclu- 
siv ely our own, and after a formula which is an absolute 
secret known only to this company. As a result we have thc 
best materials ever used as Varnishes. We warrant and wi! 
defend them against all comers. 


LIN E N C 0 LL A R S OF LATE YEARS, HOWEVER, 
others have taken advantage of the papaiastty of our goods 
to bring out numerous imitations which are offered under 


and CU FFS the same or similar names. 


Avoid all such as they are not in the same class with our Gen- 
ARE STAMPED uine Spar Composition and Nos. 1 and 2 Preservative in any 
res —and in all probability will crack, soften, discolor, 


By) . 
Warranted Linen os stick, peel, or otherwise ruin interior or exterior finish. 


Please send to us freely for copies of our Architectura) 


A R EB Y ou R Ss? Hand-Book, Sample Boards, or samples of our goods. 
If local dealers can not supply you, send direct to— 


THE DAVID B. CROCKETT COMPANY, 
Bridgeport, Conn., U.S. A. 


















































NEW PATTERN WIDE-HEEL BRICK TROWEL 


Best Quality 
Steel 










Suits the 






Bricklayer 









Try One 





SEND FOR CATALOG 


Marshalltown Trowel Co., Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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HART & CROUSE 
COMPANY 


Royal Boilers 


New York 
Radiators 


BRANCHES: 


NEW YORK - 235 Water Street 
CHICAGO - - 79 Lake Street 
COLUMBUS - Poplar and Henry Streets 
DALLAS - - - 659 Elm Street 
MINNEAPOLIS 742 Lumber Exchange 











METAL and 


risrous PACKINGS 


Manufactured by THE 


GARLOCK PACKING CO. 


Main Office and Factory PALMYRA, N. Y. 


Branches: 
New York 
Boston 
St. Louis 
Denver 
Pittsburg 


Baltimore 
Buffalo 
Kansas Cit 
Salt Lake City 
Etc., Etc. 


Philadelphia 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Cleveland 
hicago 


MAY MANTON PATTERNS 


Have won their way into the best homes in the land, because 
they are the Most Perfect-Fitting Patterns in the Market 


Right in Quality 
Right in Design 
Right in Price 


For Sale by Agencies Everywhere ALL 10 CENTS EACH 
A catalogue containing 700 designs, 10c.; by mail, 15c. 














May Manton Pattern Company 


132-142 West 27th St., New York 








Interlocking Rubber’ Tiling 


Is noiseless, non-slippery, waterproof, and | 
thoroughly sanitary, more durable than stone 
or earthen tiles, elegant in appearance, manu- 
factured ina carefully selected variety of colors. 
Endorsed by the best architects and engineers. 
A perfect floor for business offices, banking 
rooms, court rooms, vestibules, halls, billiard 
rooms, smoking rooms, cafes, libraries, 
churches, hospitals, hotels, bath rooms, 
kitchens, etc. 

Samples, estimates, and special designs fur- 
nished upon application. 


Beware of infringers. Patented. 
Manufactured solely by 


NEW YORK BELTING & PACKING Co., Lid., 
93 and 93 Chambers St., New York. 














“SAFETY” 


Insulated Wires and Cables 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 


THE SAFETY 
INSULATED WIRE AND CABLE CO. 


Bayonne, N. J. 


S. LIEBMANN’S SONS 








Brewing Co. 





36 Forest Street 


BROOKLYN, - - - - N.Y. 
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FLORY HOISTING ENGINES 


Adapted for Contractors, Pile Driving, 
Bridge Building, Mines, Quarries, and 
Dredging :: :: Suspension Cableways 


STEAM & 
ELECTRIC 





GET OUR CATALOG AND PRICES :: 





S. FLORY MFG. CO. 


Bangor, Pa. 


























BERRY BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1858 
Manufacturers of every grade of 
Varnish and Japan 
FOR EVERY USE KNOWN 

New York Philadelphia Chicago St. Louis 


S02 PEARL ST. 86-2860. 4TH ST. 48-80 LAKE ST. 18 80. 4TH 6T. 


Boston Baltimore Cincinnati San Francisco 


S20 ATLANTIC AVE. £9 8. HANOVER OT. 420 MAIN OT. 668 HOWARD 6ST. 
FACTORY AND MAIN OFFICE, DETROIT 
Canadian Factory, Walkerville, Ont. 











More and 
Better Sewing 


with less labor, if 
you use the 


WHITE 


See your WHITE 
dealer or write us 
for details. 


VIBRATOR AND ROTARY SHUTTLE MACHINES 
WHITE SEWING MACHINE Co. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





UNION LABEL 
of the 


UNITED 
HATTERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA. 


HEN are buying a2 FUR HAT, either 
Wises to it that the Genuine Dee Le es ae 
The Genuine Union Label is 


MARTIN LAWLOR, Secretary, 


tt Waverly Place, New Yerk City. 





